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PPH: Fast Track Examination of 
Applications

• What is PPH?
– When claims are determined to be allowable in the 

Office of First Filing (OFF), a corresponding 
application filed in the Office of Second Filing (OSF) 
may be advanced out of turn.

• What is the Purpose of PPH?
– OSF can utilize the search and examination results of 

the OFF thereby avoiding duplication of work and 
expedite the examination process in the OSF. 



What Are the Benefits of PPH?

PPH Benefits
• Provides a useful tool to expedite prosecution of claims 

toward patentability.

• Decreases costs of prosecution.

• Provides quicker patentability determinations.

• May be particularly attractive to rapidly evolving 
industries.



How Do I Submit A PPH 
Request?

All claims in each U.S. application 
must sufficiently correspond to the
allowable claims in the application
in the OFF. 

• Refer to the PPH Web site for the 
request form and more information.

• e-File the Request/Petition to Make 
Special Form and the supporting 
documents via EFS-Web. Example of PTO/SB/20JP Form



Current PPH Programs

PPH Pilot to Full implementation
Japan (JPO)

Effective on January 4, 2008
Korea (KIPO)

Effective on January 29, 2009



Current PPH Pilot Programs

Current Pilots
Australia (IPAU)
Canada (CIPO)
Denmark (DKPTO)
European Patent Office (EPO) 
Finland (NBPR)
Germany (DPMA)
Singapore (IPOS)
United Kingdom (UK IPO)



Important PPH Metrics*

• Average First Action (FA) Pendency from Grant of PPH 
Request
– Non-PPH 

• 25 months (from filing date of application to FA)
– PPH

• 2-3 months (from grant of PPH request to FA)

• Overall Allowance Rate
– PPH cases: 95%
– Non-PPH cases: 44%

• Actions per disposal
– PPH cases: 1.7
– Non-PPH cases: 3.4

*As of July 2009
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For More Information

• For general information concerning PPH, visit 
www.uspto.gov/web/patents/pph/index.html. 

• If you have specific questions about PPH, 
please e-mail PPHfeedback@uspto.gov. 

• To receive future USPTO updates on PPH, 
sign up for USPTO’s e-Commerce e-Alerts by 
visiting: http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/optin.html
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