From: EHelms@dykema.com [mailto:EHelms@dykema.com]

Sent: Thursday, January 08, 2004 11:56 AM

To: eReference

Subject: Comment to Office Plan To Cease Supplying Copies of Cited US Patents

Comment to Office Plan To Cease Supplying Copies of Cited US Patents

The USPTO can achieve its purpose in a far easier method with sufficient
security. When mailing back an office action the USPTO could give the applicant
a 10 digit alpha-numeric password. There are over 2,000,000,000,000,000
passwords available assuming that the password is not case sensitive. The
applicant could then simply go to the USPTO WEB cite, put in their application
serial number and their 10 digit password and then download the cited patents.

If the above solution is unacceptable to the applicant, the applicant upon filing of
the application could specify to make the references available on PAIRS only.
After application publication the password could be made public for anyone do
download at their leisure.
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