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INFORMATION INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

September 25, 1996

Ivan Bender

Lisa Livingston

Co-Chairs, Educational Multimedia

Fair Use Guideline Development Commitiee

Dear Mr. Bender and Ms. Livingston:

For the past eighteen months, the Information Industry Association (I1A) has mct with you and other
associations representing educators and copynght owners for the purpose of creating fair usc guidchines for
cducational mulumedia. These guidelines are designed (o be used by educators and students when they create
their own multimedia projects. 1 am writing to inform you of 1IA’s formal endorsement of the CCUMC
guidelines.

11A 1s the wrade association of leading companies involved in the creation. distribution and use of information
products. scrvices and technologies. Our 550 corporate members range from multinationals to entreprencurial
start-ups and include among other, traditional and electronic publishers, as well as databasc producers and
providers. Therefore. any proceedings or legislation addressing the use of thesc information products is
extremely important to our members.

While 1A recognizes that these guidelines represent a series of compromises inasmuch as fair usc does not
havc a precise definition in copvright law. we belicve that the fair use doctrine is an afTfirmative defense that
must be balanced against the ability of creators to reap rewards from their efforts. Indecd. it 15 the principic of
allowing creators to reap for themselves the rewards which result form their works that provides uscrs with
such a rnich font of literary and information products. 11A believes that these guidclines sirike an acceptable
balance between innovation and access, and will provide students and educators with a sensc of dircction n
this nascent technology which is a burgeoning part of the National Information Infrastructure.

Wec appreciate having the opportunity to be pan of the negouiating committec and are plcased 1o be abic 1o add
I1A’s name 1o the list of other organizations that formally approve of the fair use guidelines for educational
multumedia—with the understanding that you will be seeking Congressional approval of thcm and not
recommending any ameéndment to the law itself.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (202) 319-0157 or Bill Ashworth at (202) 319-
0143

aniel C. Dunca

Vice-President, Government Relations
Information Industry Association

1625 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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