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This 1s a decision on the petition filed January 23, 1997,
requesting that the above-identified application be accorded a
filing date of December 13, 1996 The application was recently
forwarded to this office for consideration of the petition.

The application was filed on December 13, 19%6. However, on
January 14, 1997, Application Processing Division mailed a
"Notice" requiring a drawing containing “Figure 1" described in
the specification and stating that the filing date would be the
date of receipt of the omitted drawing.

In response, the present petition was filed wherein 1t is argued
that 1 sheet of drawings containing the single figure described
in the specification was filed on December 13, 1996. As evidence
thereof, applicant has submitted, inter alia, a copy of his
postcard receipt which acknowledges receipt in the PTO of 1 sheet
of drawings on December 13, 1996.

In view of the above, the petition 18 granted. PTO records do not
show that a petition fee has been paid and none is required.

The "Notice" mailed January 14, 1997, is hereby withdrawn.

The application is being returned to Application Processing
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Division for further processing with a filing date of December
13, 1996, using the 1 sheet of drawings supplied with the
petition and for indication on the file wrapper label that 1
sheet of drawings was included on filing.
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