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Dear Commissioner:

Thank you for the opportunity to present comments on the proposed rule concerning additional specimens.

It is commendable to look at the issue of the accuracy of the trademark register, however the proposed rule has significant downsides.  The proposed rule could present an Equal Protection issue and there is no clear standard when the Trademark Office may demand that one Registrant present a specimen for each of the goods in its Registration and another Registrant only has to submit one specimen per International Class.  

"When requested by the Office" is not a clear and definite standard. 37 CFR 2.161 and 7.37.

One Registrant may have a number of goods or services in an International Class for which it is not using the mark and never get a request for additional specimens whereas another Registrant receives the request from the Trademark Office and has to submit a specimen for each of the goods in an International Class or else have some of the goods or services deleted from its Registration or the Registration canceled. 

Also, there could be many goods or services listed in one Registration.  

Submitting many specimens is time consuming and burdensome. 

I urge that the proposed rule be rejected.
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