
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

	

		

 

 

 805 15th St. 

TEL 202.650 
NW, Suite 708 |

.5108 		|	www.tec 
Washington, DC 

chnet.org 
C 20005 

Januaary 30, 20122 

Mr. DDavid Kappoos 
Undeer Secretary for Intellectuual Propertyy 
Direcctor for the UUnited Statess Patent and Trademark Office 
Depaartment of Coommerce 
445 112th Street, SSW 
Washhington, DC 20554 

Dear Under Secreetary Kappoos: 

We wwrite to respeectfully urgee your suppoort for the buuilding of a ppatent office in the 
Seattle area.  Section 23 of thhe America IInvents Act rrequires the United Statees Patent andd 
Tradeemark Officee (USPTO) eestablish thrree satellite ooffices to carrry out its 
respoonsibilities, aand we belieeve for reasonns of innovaation and geoography thatt the 
Northhwest is the next best plaace for such an office. 

Seattle is the regiional capital of the Northhwest, an areea of thrivinng innovationn in 
technnology, aerosspace, biotecch, and agricculture.  A paatent office here would bbe ideally 
suitedd to serve the surroundinng innovation centers, inncluding Porrtland, Boisee, Salt Lake 
City, and Spokanne. Forbes mmagazine reccently listed the 15 most t creative staates in the 
nationn as determiined by patennts per capitta. Idaho rannked secondd, Washingtoon ranked 
third,, and Oregonn was sixth.  With the m ain patent offfice in DC aand one slateed for 
Detrooit, Seattle iss the logical next best plaace to plant an office thaat would servve such a 
robusst regional n eed for patennt applicatioon processingg. 

As yoou know, twwo of the goaals of Sectionn 23 are to “eenhance pateent examineer retention” 
and ““improve reccruitment of patent examminers.” The Northwest iis consistentlly ranked as 
one oof the best pllaces to live and is homee to world-cllass institutioons of higher learning, 
whosse cutting-eddge innovatioon and patennt work woulld be nicely served by ann office heree. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

		

 
 

 

 

The eentrepreneurrial spirit of tthe Northweest attracts a disproportioonate numbeer of start-upp 
comppanies that need timely aand high-quaality patent eexamination.. Many of thhese start-upss 
rely oon their intelllectual propperty to groww and potentiially becomee the next grreat 
Northhwest tech company suc h as Microsooft, Boeing, T-Mobile, FF5 Networkss and others.. 

For thhese reasonss and more, wwe urge youu to please caarefully conssider the Paccific 
Northhwest as the next best place to build a satellite UUSPTO offic e. 

Sinceerely, 

Brad Smith  
Geneeral Counsel and EVP 
Microosoft 

Nevillle Ray 
Chieff Technologyy Officer 
T-Moobile Inc. 

Greg Gottesman 
Manaaging Director 
Madrrona Venturee Group 

Paul Lambert  
President 
Pointt B Inc. 

Josh Marti 
Founnder and CEOO 
Pointt Inside 

Johnn McAdam 
Presiident and CEEO 
F5 NNetworks, Incc. 

Phyllis Turner-BBrim 
Chieef IP Counse l 
Intel lectual Venttures 

Shauun Cross 
CEOO 
Lee aand Hayes 

Robeert T. Nelsenn 
Mannaging Directtor, Co-Founnder 
ARCCH Venture PPartners 

Johnn C. Drescher 
Execcutive Directtor 
TechhNet Northwwest 



 
 
 
 

		

--~ THE "OICE OF THe INNOVAT/ON eCONOMY 
.~ 


