
Enhanced First Action Interview

Request to join 
FAI pilot

Pre-Interview 
Communication 

(PIC)

Applicant Initiated Interview Request 
Form (must accompanied by a 

proposed amendment or arguments)

Interview

First Action Interview Office Action 
& Interview Summary (FAOM)

Notice of Allowability, 
Notice of Allowance & 

Interview Summary

Notice of Allowability & 
Notice of Allowance

Notice of Improper 
Request

Form PTOL-413NC
Issued by Office

Applicant time period
to respond is 30 days

Form PTOL-413FP Issued by Office
Applicant has 30 days to respond with add’l 30 days 

extension by request to file Form PTOL-413A
Via EFS-Web only

The Interview must be scheduled and conducted
within 60 days from filing PTOL-413A

The time periods to respond and conduct
the interview are non-extendable

March 22, 2010

Current Office policy,
practice and procedure 
For 1st action allowance
now govern examination

Pilot program’s procedure ends
current Office after final

policy, practice and procedure
now govern examination

Current Office policy,
practice and procedure 

For post allowance
now govern examination

Form PTOL-413FA Issued by by Office
Applicant time period to respond

is 30 days, with only one additional
 30 day extension by request

Second Office action 
(which may be made final)

NEW PILOT PROCESS

ORIGINAL PILOT PROCESS

Amendment/Response

Restriction

Applicant waives interview or fails to respond to PIC

Request to NOT have a 
First Action Interview or
failure to timely respond

to the pre-interview
communication

First Action 
Interview Office 
Action (FAOM)

A Request to withdraw
from the pilot is 

considered a request to
not have an interview

Form PTOL-413FA
Issued by by Office

Applicant time period to
respond is 30 Days, with only

one additional 30 day extension
available upon request

Search by 
Examiner

EFS Web document 
description: “First 
Action Interview –
Schedule Interview 

Request”

An election must be made 
without traverse to stay in 

the Pilot.  Telephonic 
Election is prefered.  If 

written restriction must be
Mailed, current practice

Is followed.

Request is 
submitted through 

EFS Web –
Document 

description: 
“Request to Not 

Have a First 
Action 

Interview”

ALL DOCs
Submitted via EFS-
Web by selecting
Category ‘First  

Action Interview
Pilot”

Form PTOL-413C 
Applicant must file via 
EFS-Web - document

Description: “First
Action Interview-

Enrollment Request”
Application must meet all 

participation criteria
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