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REVIEW OF PETITIONS FILED UNDER THE 
LEAHY-SMITH AMERICA INVENTS ACT 

 
 
Once a petition is uploaded using the Patent Review Processing System 

(PRPS), a Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) paralegal will review the petition 
for compliance with the applicable statutory and regulatory requirements.  See, 
e.g., 35 U.S.C. §§ 312(a), 322(a); 37 C.F.R. part 42.  The following are the  
“Top 5” requirements that trial paralegals will verify for every petition: 

 
 Appropriate fee successfully paid 

 
 Identification of the challenged patent and the specific claim(s) being 

challenged 
 

 Identification of all real parties in interest 
 

 Copies of the patents and printed publications relied upon in support 
of the petition 

 
 Certificate of service indicating that the patent owner was served with 

the petition and any accompanying materials 
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PATENT REVIEW PROCESSING SYSTEM (PRPS) 
POINTS OF CONTACT 

 
 
Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB)    (571) 272-7822 
 
Kimberly Jordan, PTAB Support Administrator   (571) 272-4620 
 
Maria Vignone, PTAB Supervisory Paralegal Specialist  (571) 272-4645 
 
Sonja Despertt, PTAB Supervisory Paralegal Specialist  (571) 272-4593 
 
Frances Han, PTAB Resource Administrator    (571) 272-4612 
 
 


