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What is the Patent Trial and Appeal Board?

*Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB)

PATENTS
examine patent applications

and grant patents

PTAB
ex parte appeals,

AIA proceedings, other

TRADEMARKS

examine and
register trademarks

TTAB*
ex parte appeals, inter 

partes proceedings



Today’s agenda

Interview with
NaThanya 
Ferguson

1
PTAB 

case file

2
Inventor 

cards

3

Q&A

4

4
*Information not intended as legal advice 



5

Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov


An interview with NaThanya Ferguson, 
Office of Innovation Outreach

Cynthia Hardman, Administrative Patent Judge
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NaThanya Ferguson 
Office of Innovation Outreach
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Empowering Women’s Entrepreneurship (WE)

https://www.uspto.gov/initiatives/we

https://www.uspto.gov/initiatives/we
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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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Appeal brief tool

• Need help in preparing an appeal brief?  Check out the appeal 
brief tool
– www.uspto.gov/patents/patent-trial-and-appeal-

board/resources/preparing-ex-parte-appeal-brief
• Tool walks through the required sections of an appeal brief, 

gives instructions on what information should be presented in 
each section, and provides examples 

• Instructional video also available
• Free!

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/resources/preparing-ex-parte-appeal-brief


PTAB case file
Ex parte Damir, Appeal No. 2022-004469

Ryan H. Flax, Lead Administrative Patent Judge



U.S. application 15/982,911 (Appeal No. 2022-004469)
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U.S. application 15/982,911 (Appeal No. 2022-004469)

Expose

Pressure to the 
midsection 

Foldover mitten cuff 

d 
hand

Allowed range 
of motion

Reducing/suppressing movements 
associated with moro reflex

 



Prosecution timeline
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Examiner’s final rejection
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Examiner’s final rejection
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Examiner’s final rejection
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WITHDRAWN
BY EXAMINER



Examiner’s final rejection
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Examiner’s final rejection
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WITHDRAWN 
BY EXAMINER



Examiner’s final rejection
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v
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WollschlaegerBlackerKrawchuk (2)Krawchuk (1)

Examiner’s asserted prior art



Appellant’s appeal arguments
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Appellant’s appeal arguments
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Appellant’s appeal evidence
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Appellant’s appeal evidence
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* * *



Appellant’s appeal evidence
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PTAB’s decision
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PTAB’s decision
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Notice of allowance
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Compare: Filed vs issued claims
Claim 1 as-filed Claim 1 as-allowed



Takeaways
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P A rejection, even a final one, is 
not the end of your options

Patent prosecution may take a 
while, so be patient

How you claim your invention 
is of paramount importance

Ex parte appeal to PTAB is an 
option for patentable claims

Evidence and addressing 
rejections matter on appeal

P

P

P

P
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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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LEAP program

Legal Experience and Advancement Program 
provides training and oral advocacy opportunities 
for less experienced advocates to gain practical 
experience in proceedings before the Patent Trial 
and Appeal Board.

www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/leap

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/leap


Inventor trading cards
John Schneider, Administrative Patent Judge



38 www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/kids-educators/inventor-collectible-cards

Inventor trading cards



Spotlight for January
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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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PTAB Pro Bono Program

• Financially under-resourced inventors may receive 
free legal help from volunteer attorneys for ex parte
appeals before the PTAB

• For more details – watch the recording of the July 
2023 Inventor Hour webinar online or check out the 
PTAB Pro Bono Program at 
www.uspto.gov/ptabprobono

https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/ptab-inventor-hour-episode-19
http://www.uspto.gov/ptabprobono


Questions?
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Future programs

Inventor Hour, Episode 25
Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024, noon (ET)

Inventor Hour, Episode 26
Thursday, Mar. 28, 2024 noon (ET)
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