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What is the Patent Trial and Appeal Board?

PATENTS
examine patent applications

and grant patents

PTAB
ex parte appeals,

AIA proceedings, other

TRADEMARKS

examine and
register trademarks

TTAB*
ex parte appeals, inter 

partes proceedings

3 *Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB)



Today’s agenda

Interview with
Stephen Yanchuk,

Erin Kryukova

1
Ex parte

advocacy byte:
5 more things you 

should know 

2
Invention byte: 
Who invented
the steamboat

3

Q&A

4

*Information not intended as legal advice 
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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov


An interview with Stephen Yanchuk 
and Erin Kryukova
IP Champions

Janet Gongola, Vice Chief Administrative Patent Judge



Stephen Yanchuk
Erin Kryukova

IP Champions Program
Office of 

Public Engagement
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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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New to PTAB webpage

• Contains basic 
information about:
• Ex parte appeals
• AIA trial proceedings

• Available in multiple 
languages.

• www.uspto.gov/patents/
ptab/new-to-ptab

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/about-ptab/new-ptab


Ex Parte Advocacy Byte:
Five more things you should know

Amee Shah, Administrative Patent Judge
Ryan Flax, Lead Administrative Patent Judge



THE BIG IDEA: 

Lean into the 
hard stuff
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TIP #1:

Submit challenging prior art; 
craft claims with it in mind.
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TIP #2:

Address examiner’s responses 
to your arguments.
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TIP #3:

Get on the record 
why you are right.
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TIP #4:

Make your best case 
while being true to the record.
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TIP #5:

Make all your arguments in the 
Appeal Brief instead of “saving” 
them for the Reply Brief.



Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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PTAB Education Clinic

• Provides free education to members of the 
public who have questions about proceedings at 
the PTAB

• Available monthly
• Request an appointment: 

www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/education-clinic

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/education-clinic


Invention Byte:
Who invented the steamboat? (episode 1)

John Schneider, Administrative Patent Judge
Cynthia Murphy, Administrative Patent Judge
Kevin Turner, Lead Administrative Patent Judge
Carl Whitehead, Administrative Patent Judge



Why steamboats?

• Desire to sail against 
the wind and current
– Animal driven paddle wheels
– Towed by humans and animals

• Rivers were natural 
highways
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Possible inventors

John Fitch – played by APJ Cynthia Murphy
James Rumsey – played by APJ Carl Whitehead
Robert Fulton – played by LAPJ Kevin Turner
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Discussion

John Fitch James Rumsey Robert Fulton
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Who invented the steamboat?

John Fitch James Rumsey Robert Fulton
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PTAB Inventor Hour

• Past episodes can be viewed at a later date at 
your convenience.

• New episodes are added very soon after their 
initial airing.

• Visit: 
www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/inventor-hour

https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/events/inventor-hour


Questions?
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Future programs

Inventor Hour, Episode 33
Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, noon (ET)
Inventor Hour, Episode 34
Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025, noon (ET)
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