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3 *Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB)

PATENTS
examine patent applications

and grant patents

PTAB
ex parte appeals,

AIA proceedings, other

TRADEMARKS

examine and
register trademarks

TTAB*
ex parte appeals, inter 

partes proceedings

What is the Patent Trial and Appeal Board?
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*Information not intended as legal advice 

Today’s agenda



5

To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

Question/comment submission

mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov


An interview with Jacqueline Bonilla, 
Deputy Chief Administrative Patent Judge & 
Senior Legal Advisor to Director of USPTO

Jeff Fredman, Administrative Patent Judge
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Jacqueline Bonilla
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge 

Senior Legal Advisor 
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To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

Question/comment submission

mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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www.uspto.gov/patents/
ptab/patent-trial-and-appeal-
board-ptab-faqs

PTAB frequently asked questions



PTAB case file
Ex parte Albritton, Appeal No. 2008-005023

LiLan Ren, Administrative Patent Judge



U.S. application 09/995,615 (Appeal No. 2008-005023)



U.S. application 09/995,615 (Appeal No. 2008-005023)

12



13

* Current pendency of decided ex parte appeals (Oct. – Dec. 2023) is 12.2 months. 
See www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/appeal_and_interference_statistics_dec2023_.pdf

Prosecution timeline*
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Examiner’s non-final rejection
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IV. Obviousness rejection 
(Tong & Fournier) of claim 24

III. Anticipation rejection 
(Fournier) of claim 35

II. Indefiniteness rejection of 
claim 41

I. Written description 
rejection of claim 41

Illustrative rejections for discussion
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Anticipation rejection of claim 35 
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Examiner’s rejection on anticipation
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KilduffFournier

Examiner’s asserted prior art — anticipation
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Appellant’s appeal arguments on anticipation
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Board decision on anticipation
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Examiner’s rejection on obviousness
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Appellant’s arguments on obviousness
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Appellant’s non-obviousness evidence —
industry praise
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Appellant’s non-obviousness evidence —
commercial success
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Appellant’s non-obviousness evidence —
commercial success
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Appellant’s non-obviousness evidence —
licensing agreements
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Board decision on obviousness
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Board decision on obviousness
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Notice of allowance
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Takeaways



To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

Question/comment submission
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mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov
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www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/
fast-track-appeals-pilot-program

Fast-track appeals pilot program



Inventor in history: 
Maria Beasley

John Schneider, Administrative Patent Judge



34

Wide variety of technologies

16 patents from 1878-1903

Maria Beasley



Timeline

35
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Early patents



8 Patents directed at barrel making

Barrel Making (1881-1891)
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Formed her own barrel making companies
• Sold one in 1891 for $1.4 million (over $45 million 

today)

Patents licensed to oil and sugar 
companies
• By 1912, licensing revenues exceeded $20,000/yr

(over $600,000 today)

Barrel making (cont’d)
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Life rafts
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Pasting shoe uppers
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Steam generator



42

Means for preventing derailment of 
railroad cars
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Kneading machine



To send in questions or comments about the 
presentation, please email:

– PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov

Question/comment submission
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mailto:PTABInventorHour@uspto.gov


PTAB has email boxes for the public to submit 
input and ask questions:

Feedback and suggestions 
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Ex Parte
Appeals PTAB_Appeals_Suggestions@uspto.gov

AIA 
proceedings PTABAIATrialSuggestions@USPTO.GOV

P-TACTS PTABP-TACTSAdmin@uspto.gov

PTAB Statistics PTABStatisticsQuestions@USPTO.GOV
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Questions?
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Inventor Hour, Episode 27
Thursday, Apr. 25, 2024, noon (ET)

Inventor Hour, Episode 28
Thursday, May 23, 2024 noon (ET)

Future programs
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