United States Patent and Trademark Office

Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office

March 30, 2026

Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Swailem

Chief Executive Officer

Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property
As Sahafah, Olaya St. 6531, 3059
Riyadh 13321

Saudi Arabia

Dear Dr. Al-Swailem:

I am writing to express the United States Patent and Trademark Office’s (USPTO) interest in
extending the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot program currently in place with the Saudi
Authority for Intellectual Property of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (SAIP).

Under the Cooperation Arrangement between the USPTO and SAIP on the Patent Prosecution
Highway pursuant to a Memo of Understanding (MOU), signed October 2, 2019, the PPH pilot
program was originally intended to run through December 31, 2022, and was extended to
December 31, 2025 through an exchange of communications. Section I of the MOU provides
that the PPH pilot program may be extended upon mutual written decision by our two offices.
The USPTO is interested in extending the PPH pilot program for an additional three years,
through December 31, 2028, and I understand that your office also wishes to extend the program
by three years. This 3-year extension would enable qualifying U.S. and Saudi Arabian applicants
to continue benefitting from the current PPH pilot program.

We kindly request that you provide a signed letter conveying your decision to extend the PPH
pilot program for an additional 3-year period, through December 31, 2028. Our exchange of
letters on this matter would constitute our mutual written decision to extend the trial period for
this program upon the date of your confirmation letter, with effect from January 1, 2026.

I appreciate our collaboration and look forward to the continuation of the PPH program between
our offices.

Sincerely,

/ W
John A. Squires
Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and Director of the
United States Patent and Trademark Office
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