Official Gazette Notice

Update to Procedure for Filing Patent Applications in DOCX Format through Patent
Center

Summary

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is continuing to streamline and
improve its processes. As part of this ongoing effort, the USPTO is updating the process for
filing patent applications and documents in DOCX format through Patent Center. When a patent
application is being filed in DOCX format through Patent Center, the system will no longer
convert the DOCX files into Portable Document Format (PDF) files during the pre-submission
process. Instead, documents being filed in DOCX format will be converted directly to Tagged
Image File Format (TIFF) during the pre-submission process and applicants may review the
TIFF files prior to filing. Applicants will still have the option to download a copy of the
documents in PDF after submission.

This procedure update will increase efficiency and lower costs by eliminating the need to
perform a redundant intermediate conversion to PDFE, removing software dependencies and
allowing staff time currently allotted to supporting this step to be redeployed to other priorities.
This process change will take effect in August 2026.

Background

Currently, when an applicant files a patent application or patent application-related document
(e.g., specification, claims, and/or abstract) in DOCX format, the DOCX files are used to
generate PDF files prior to the actual filing of the application. See “Submitting Patent
Applications in Structured Text Format and Reliance on the Text Version as the Source or
Evidentiary Copy,” 86 FR 29571 (Jun. 2, 2021). Applicants are advised to review the DOCX
files prior to the filing of the application. After the filing of the application, the PDF files are
used to generate TIFF files and applicants may download a copy of the documents in DOCX,
PDF, or Extensible Markup Language (XML) file formats.

The Legal Framework for Patent Electronic System (legal framework) was revised in September
2025. The legal framework provides guidance on the relevant statutes, regulations, and policies
that support the USPTO’s Patent Electronic System. The legal framework states that the DOCX
files are converted to PDF. The legal framework is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentLegalFramework. The Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP)
substantially reproduces the legal framework in MPEP § 502.05. The MPEP is in the process of
being revised to reflect the changes in the September 2025 legal framework.

Process Change

Beginning in August 2026, when a patent application or patent application-related document
(e.g., specification, claims, and/or abstract) is being filed in DOCX format through Patent Center,
the system will no longer convert the DOCX files into PDF files during the pre-submission
process. Instead, documents being filed in DOCX format will be converted directly into TIFF
files during the pre-submission process. Applicants may thereafter review the TIFF files prior to


www.uspto.gov/PatentLegalFramework

filing the application or documents in DOCX and as such, applicants will retain the ability to
review the converted material before filing. Applicants will still be advised to review the DOCX
files before submission since the DOCX files are the source or evidentiary copy on which
applicant may rely to make any corrections to the record.

During the filing process, applicants will still have the option to submit an Auxiliary PDF of the
application. To avoid incurring the non-DOCX surcharge, applicants who choose to submit an
Auxiliary PDF are reminded that they must follow the process for submitting an Auxiliary PDF
set forth in the quick reference guide accessible from the DOCX information webpage at
www.uspto.gov/patents/docx.

After the filing of the application or documents in DOCX format, applicants will still have the
option in Patent Center to download a copy of the documents in DOCX, PDF, or XML file

formats.

This process revision will increase efficiency and lower costs. It eliminates steps in the document
conversion process and thus reduces processing times, and it provides applicants with the
opportunity to review the TIFF files during the pre-submission process.

The Legal Framework for Patent Electronic System will be revised to reflect this change in due
course.

Contact Information

For questions regarding this process change or for assistance regarding DOCX filing, please
contact the Patent Electronic Business Center at ebe(@uspto.gov or 866-217-9197, Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., ET.

For other questions regarding this notice, please contact the Office of Patent Legal
Administration at 571-272-7701 or PatentPractice(@uspto.gov.
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