
    
  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

     
    

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

    
    

 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

   
  

  
 

  
   

 
 

From: Kirk M. Hartung 
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 9:56 AM 
To: Eligibility2019 
Subject: Patent elgibiilty under section 101 

Section 101 patent eligibility has been a serious problem for inventors, patent owners, and patent 
attorneys and agents at least since the Supreme Court’s Alice decision. 
Neither the courts nor Congress has resolved this problem. 

USPTO Director Andrei Iancu’s 2019 Revised Patent Subject Matter Eligibility Guidance is a 
good start to correcting the inconsistent application of section 101 that has weakened the U.S. 
patent system. While there may be room for further refinements to these guidelines, including 
examiner training, the Director’s initiative is appreciated and should be supported by Congress, 
the courts, patent practitioners, and patent owners. 

Kirk M. Hartung 

Kirk M. Hartung 
McKee, Voorhees & Sease, PLC 
801 Grand Avenue, Suite 3200 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
Office: [phone number redacted] 
Email: [email address redacted] 

Your Worldwide IP Partner Since 1924™ 

The e-mail and any attached documents contain information from the law firm of McKee, 
Voorhees and Sease which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. These materials are 
intended only for the personal and confidential use of the addressee identified above. If you are 
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, disclosure, copying, 
distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this transmitted information 
is strictly prohibited. If you have received e-mail in error, please notify this firm. Thank you. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2019%2F01%2F07%2F2018-28282%2F2019-revised-patent-subject-matter-eligibility-guidance&data=02%7C01%7CEligibility2019%40uspto.gov%7Cb4cf5950280b461be11608d6a243ec0f%7Cff4abfe983b540268b8ffa69a1cad0b8%7C1%7C0%7C636874809949396382&sdata=tDKuTI18BrJ6rwqSzbkOSbfPcXW690gjvL%2Fer1iTviI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmckee-voorhees-%26-sease-plc&data=02%7C01%7CEligibility2019%40uspto.gov%7Cb4cf5950280b461be11608d6a243ec0f%7Cff4abfe983b540268b8ffa69a1cad0b8%7C1%7C0%7C636874809949406396&sdata=YvZK0bT7A5CglxuACFAWPgZQI6eL%2B4rVjtmJANN3yI0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fipmvs&data=02%7C01%7CEligibility2019%40uspto.gov%7Cb4cf5950280b461be11608d6a243ec0f%7Cff4abfe983b540268b8ffa69a1cad0b8%7C1%7C0%7C636874809949416404&sdata=0pqmRsGh9ZgZ0FkKyYQO5XwduvhiWkhPaiLa3dht7rE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipmvs.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CEligibility2019%40uspto.gov%7Cb4cf5950280b461be11608d6a243ec0f%7Cff4abfe983b540268b8ffa69a1cad0b8%7C1%7C0%7C636874809949426400&sdata=TFP5AwmFLzMNABKQxUi5nHXfOXju%2BcqMPjB1j7W7wAA%3D&reserved=0

