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Filing Petitions

Presented By:
Namrata (Pinky) Boveja



Helpful Hints

Getting your Petition to the Office of Petitions

• ePetition -
• EFS-Web
• Mail to: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 

1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
• Central Fax – (571) 273 - 8300
• Deliver to Customer Service Window at Randolph Building
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Helpful Hints
• ONLY FOR PETITIONS TO WITHDRAW FROM ISSUE (in addition to the 

options listed above, you have the option to)
- fax to (571) 273-0025 Office of Petitions
- hand carry to security gate in Madison West lobby (600 Dulany

Street, Alexandria, VA); guard will call Office of Petitions and a staff 
member will meet you in the lobby with log book and date stamp.

• See Office of Petitions website for further information on various petitions 
handled by Office Petitions and other useful information 
http://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/petitions
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• ePetitions can be completely filled out online
• Decisions are instantaneous and uploaded to IFW
• ePetitions will only be accepted if every requirement is 

satisfied, therefore the only decision of record is a grant
• When the ePetition is granted, petitioner will receive an 

acknowledgement receipt that will also include a grant 
letter confirming approval of the ePetition
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• Newly developed ePetitions Computer Based Training is 
available at: https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-
process/applying-online/epetition-resource-page

• A Quick Start Guide for ePetitions is available at: 
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/
epetition-quickstart.pdf

Invention Con 2017 - Filing Petitions 7

https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/applying-online/epetition-resource-page
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/epetition-quickstart.pdf


Invention Con 2017 - Filing Petitions 8



Web-based ePetitions:
• Petition to Make Special Based on Age (37 CFR 1.102)
• Request for Withdrawal as Attorney or Agent of Record (37 CFR 1.36)
• Petitions to Withdraw from Issue after Payment of the Issue Fee 
• Petition to Withdraw from Issue after Payment of the Issue Fee (37 CFR 1.313(c)(1) or 

(2))
• Petition to Withdraw from Issue after Payment of the Issue Fee (37 CFR 

1.313(c)(3))
• Petition to Withdraw from Issue after Payment of the Issue Fee (37 CFR 1.313(c)(1) 

or (2) with Assigned Patent Number)
• Petition to Withdraw from Issue after Payment of the Issue Fee (37 CFR 1.313(c)(3) 

with Assigned Patent Number)
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• Petitions for Revival 
• Petition to Accept Late Payment of Issue Fee - Unintentional Late Payment (37 

CFR 1.137(a))
• Petition for Revival of an Application based on Failure to Notify the Office of a 

Foreign or International Filing (37 CFR 1.137(f))
• Petition for Revival of an Application for Continuity Purposes Only (37 CFR 

1.137(a))
• Petition for Revival of an Abandoned Patent Application Abandoned 

Unintentionally(37 CFR 1.137(a)) (For Cases Abandoned After 1st Action and Prior 
to Notice of Allowance)

• Petition to Correct Assignee After Payment of Issue Fee (37 CFR 3.81(b))
• Petition to Accept Unintentional Delayed Payment of the Maintenance Fee (37 CFR 

1.378(b))
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Form Finder Tool
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Helpful Hints (Cont.)
• Last-Minute Filings 
• Benefit/Priority Claims

• Ensure benefit/priority information is properly listed in the ADS
• Do NOT complete filing by reference section of ADS if you are filing a 

specification and any drawings
• Promptly review the filing receipt to verify accuracy of benefit/priority 

information
• Using Web-based ADS can help ensure that information that is being changed is 

correctly identified with underlining for insertions, and strike-through for text 
removed 

• www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Quick%20Start%20Guide%20WebADS.pdf
• www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Corrected-WebADS-QSG.pdf

• Petitions for unintentionally delayed benefit/priority claims can be costly and can 
cause prosecution delays
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Helpful Hints (Cont.) – ADS Example

Invention Con 2017 - Filing Petitions 13



Domestic Benefit 
Data

Helpful Hints (Cont.) – Filing Receipt Example

Foreign Priority 
Data
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Patents Petitions Timeline
• Provides applicants access to data on petitions that can be 

submitted during each stage of patent prosecution process 
• Provides information related to each specific petition and 

deciding office. 
• Provides information on both the historical grant rates and the 

pendency of decided petitions
• The Patents Petitions Timeline can be found at: 

https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-
process/petitions/timeline/patents-petitions-timeline#step1
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Patents Petitions Timeline (Cont.)
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Patents Petitions Timeline (Cont.)
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Thank You!

Presented By:
Namrata (Pinky) Boveja
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Petitions
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