








¢ Year-over-year increases in the number of individuals inquiring about the patent pro bono
program in the past few years, including a 6% jump from 2021-2022, indicate that the USPTO,
the PBAC, and the regional patent pro bono programs’ promotion efforts are improving
inventor awareness.

» The regional patent pro bono programs include a significant number of non-attorney
advocates (registered patent agents) who support the program, with data showing that
approximately 23% of patent pro bono application filings were filed by a registered patent
agent.

In coordination with the PBAC, and in response to the many listening sessions | have conducted with
inventors and those who have not traditionally had full access to the innovation ecosystem, the USPTO
and | are working to expand the resources available to the public through the Patent Pro Bono
Program. The PBAC is also working on providing reduced-fee search services, non-disclosure
agreements, and licensing help through the regional patent pro bono programs.

In addition to promoting inclusive innovation by strengthening and increasing our pro bono offerings,
the USPTO and | have worked since April 2022 to elevate the USPTO and the United States to the
status of gold standards in terms of expanding the innovation ecosystem. We have built these efforts
into our strategic plan as our first pillar. We have developed new USPTO programming and faunched
new initiatives such as the Women’s Entrepreneurship {WE) initiative, in conjunction with Gina
Raimondo, Secretary of Commerce. We now lead the Department of Commerce’s military initiative
promoting and supporting innovation and entrepreneurship among our military families and veterans.
Through my work as a Co-Chair on the Economic Development Administration’s National Advisory
Council on Innovation and Entrepreneurship, we are building a National Entrepreneurship Strategy.
Through my leadership, along with that of Secretary Raimondo, on the Council for Inclusive
Innovation, we launched the first-ever First-time Filer Expedited Examination Pilot Program, we
introduced a new tool (IP Identifier) for innovators to use to identify their intellectual property {IP), and
we are running a pilot to enable the USPTO workforce to be champions for P across the country. We
have also expanded the patent bar and have published a final rule that creates a design patent bar to
reduce barriers so more people across the country can assist inventors,

In addition, we are identifying and removing barriers by better serving pro se applicants. For example,
we have established Pro Se Champions in the USPTO’s Patents organization and have provided all
employees with tools that will aid in engaging with pro se applicants at every step of their journey. We
also have a full range of contact centers committed to assisting inventors and pro se applicants, and a
pro se resources page that provides consolidated access to educational information addressing
common questions received from applicants at various stages of the patent appilication process.

We have also introduced new welcome letters that are sent to each patent and trademark filer which
support inventors along their journey, starting with their very first patent and trademark filing.

We are starting with our children and have expanded Camp Invention-—a coflaboration with the
National Inventors Hall of Fame—which provided innovation and IP education to over 367,000
children this year. We have expanded our train-the-trainer programs for teachers and launched our
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