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Practitioner Enrollment



Who are “practitioners”? 

• Registered patent practitioner

• Trademark practitioner

• Limited recognition practitioner

• Law School Clinic Certification Program 
practitioner

See 37 CFR § 11.1



How do I become a patent practitioner? 

• Apply! (Applicant portal) 

     https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/

• Have your scientific and technical qualifications 
evaluated

• Be admitted to sit for the registration examination

• Take (and pass) the exam

• Undergo moral character evaluation

See 37 CFR § 11.7.



Where do I find the requirements to become a 

patent practitioner?

https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/

documents/OED_GRB.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/patent-and-

trademark-practitioners/becoming-patent-practitioner



What are the scientific and technical 

qualifications to become a patent practitioner? 

• All Patent Matters

– Categories A, B, and C

• Design Patent Matters Only

– Category D

See “General Requirements Bulletin” 
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/OED_GRB.pdf



What does the registration examination 

look like?

• 100 multiple choice questions

– 10 beta questions

– Computer-based

– Two 3-hour sessions in one day

• Searchable PDF Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure (MPEP) 

• Offered year-round at a commercial testing facility

• 70% score required to pass (63/90)



What is the exam pass rate?



Is there a “trademark bar”?

• U.S. licensed attorney

• Active member in good standing of the highest court 
of any U.S. state

• Attorneys are not required to apply for registration 
or recognition to practice in trademark matters



How can I gain experience to be a 

practitioner when I’m in law school?



How can I gain experience to be a 

practitioner when I’m in law school? (cont’d)



I just started working for the USPTO. Do I 

need to let OED know?

• Patent practitioners must notify OED

– administratively inactive while employed.

   37 CFR § 11.11(c)

• USPTO employees may NOT practice before the USPTO 

while employed

• Must provide agency name/address/phone

• If qualified, USPTO employees may take the exam and 

become registered.



I’m a patent examiner who is leaving the 

USPTO.  Can I be registered or reactivated?

• A former patent examiner may seek waiver of the 

exam to be registered. 

   See 37 CFR § 11.7(d)

• Upon separation from the USPTO, an 

administratively inactive practitioner must 

request reactivation in order to practice. 

   See 37 CFR § 11.11(f)(2) 



How do I find a patent practitioner?

https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/patent-and-trademark-practitioners/finding-patent-practitioner



How do I find a patent practitioner? (cont’d)



How do I find a trademark practitioner?

• The USPTO does not maintain a roster of 

trademark attorneys

• May contact a local state bar association



I’m a patent practitioner, how do I update 

my information with OED?

• Access to OEDIS-CI (practitioner portal)

https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/



I’m a patent practitioner, how do I update my 

information with OED? (cont’d)

• Update contact information with OED within 30 

days of change. See 37 CFR § 11.11(a).

• Updating contact information in a customer 

number or patent applications does NOT update 

information with OED.



How many practitioners are 

registered?



Practitioner Discipline



What is the disciplinary process?

• Overview

• Timeline

• Confidential

• Neutral and unbiased investigations



What is OED’s jurisdiction?

• Disciplinary jurisdiction 37 CFR § 11.19(a)

– All attorneys and agents practicing before the 
USPTO in patent, trademark and non-patent 
matters 

– Unauthorized individuals who represent others 
before the USPTO

• USPTO Rules of Professional Conduct 
37 CFR §§ 11.101 et. seq.



How do you file a grievance?

https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-

resources/patent-and-trademark-

practitioners/finding-patent-practitioner



What should I do if I receive a request for 

information (RFI) from OED?

• Review the RFI.

• Provide a complete and thorough response.

• Provide all additional information and evidence that 

is reasonable for the OED to consider. 

• A practitioner has an obligation to cooperate with 

OED in an investigation of any matter before it and 

proscribe knowingly failing to respond to a request 

from OED.  See 37 CFR § 11.801(b) 



What happens after a practitioner submits a 

response to an RFI?

• Case by case determination

• Based on the facts and circumstances of 

each matter



What type of discipline may be imposed?

• Exclusion (minimum of five years)

• Suspension (appropriate period of time)

• Reprimand or censure

• Probation

• Possible conditions

• Warning (not public, not discipline)



How do I find out if a practitioner has been 

disciplined?

• OED Final Decisions can be found at:

 https://foiadocuments.uspto.gov/oed/



What are recent disciplinary statistics?
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What is OED’s role in combatting patent and 

trademark fraud?

• Disciplinary investigations regarding patent 

and trademark fraud

• Refer fraud matters to State Bars for potential 

reciprocal investigation or discipline

• Ethics rules, patent rules, trademark rules



How do I protect myself from scams?

• USPTO.gov ID Verification:

– Use your own email address

– If you have verified an account using an email address 
not under your control, contact the USPTO and ID.me.

• Know the rules for sponsoring accounts

– Remove sponsorship immediately if support staff are 
no longer under your direction

• Report account security concerns and change your 
password immediately.



How do I protect myself from scams? 
(cont’d)

• Regularly monitor the use of your name and bar number 

using TMSearch

• Beware of "cooperation" solicitations

• Unauthorized use of your name, bar number, and/or law 

firm name on USPTO submissions

– Report immediately via TMScams@uspto.gov

• Ethics questions? Contact OED at OED@uspto.gov

https://tmsearch.uspto.gov/search/search-information


What should practitioners do when using AI in 

their practice?  

In re Matos, Disciplinary Proceeding No. D2025-13 (USPTO Mar. 6, 2025) 

• Practitioner: 

• used a generative artificial intelligence ("AI") tool to learn more about the 
mechanics of Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (“TTAB”) proceedings.

• asserted that he did not use AI in the drafting of the brief itself, but did present 
non-existent case law to the TTAB.

• did not conduct an inquiry reasonable under the circumstances in order to certify 
that the legal contentions set forth in the brief were warranted by existing law.

• did not utilize reasonable legal research tools in connection with representation of 
a client. 

• did not adequately review the case law submitted to the TTAB.

• Practitioner disciplined for, inter alia, violating various USPTO Rules of Professional 
Conduct.



What is a practitioner’s duty of 

civility toward examiners?

In re Schroeder, Disciplinary Proceeding No. D2014-08 (USPTO May 18, 2015)

• Patent attorney:

• submitted unprofessional remarks in two separate Office action responses.

• remarks were ultimately stricken from application files pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 

§ 11.18(c)(1).

• order noted that behavior was outside of the ordinary standard of professional obligation 

and client’s interests.

• aggravating factor: did not accept responsibility or show remorse for remarks.

• Default: 6-month suspension



Contacting OED



Can OED speak 

at my event?

• Complete speaker 

request form 

uspto.my.salesforce-

sites.com/events/Speak

erRequestForm

Requests or Questions?

https://uspto.my.salesforce-sites.com/events/SpeakerRequestForm
https://uspto.my.salesforce-sites.com/events/SpeakerRequestForm
https://uspto.my.salesforce-sites.com/events/SpeakerRequestForm
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