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Reminders

– This session is being recorded.
– The slides will be emailed after the presentation.
– Captioning is available.
– Post your questions to the Q&A box.
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Discussion topics

• Trademark Electronic Search System (TESS) 
retirement

• Demonstration of new search system
• Translating TESS search strings to new 

search strings
• USPTO resources

4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
TESS retirementHistory of TESSWhy TESS is being retiredDemo of new search systemHighlight basic search features (filtering by status, viewing search results, customizing view, exporting data)Highlight advanced search features (filtering by CC and IC, exporting data)Discuss benefits of new system (more powerful than TESS)Emphasize that this is iteration #1Translating TESS search strings to new search stringsIntroducing a new language – (TESS vs new search) – start with an example RABBITCommon field tagsLess common field tags



USPTO restrictions

• The USPTO does not provide legal advice.
– This program is for informational purposes only.
– It only covers the mechanics of searching the 

federal register.
– It does not cover full clearance searching.
– It does not cover everything you need to know 

about federal and common law trademark rights.
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Discussion topic

TESS retirement



TESS retirement

• Why it’s happening
– TESS deployed on February 14, 2000

• It relies on a backend system that will no longer be 
supported.

• It relies on a programming language that will no 
longer be supported.

– New search must replace TESS this year.

7



TESS and new search

• Similarities
– Field tags
– Wildcards (internal and external truncation)
– Pattern matching
– Boolean operators
– String-searching with semi-colons 

• (Search1; Search2; 1 AND 2)
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TESS and new search

• Differences
– Some new or different field tags
– Different search language

• Called “regular expression” or “regex”
– Different search syntax
– New requirement of when to use uppercase and 

lowercase letters when searching
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Regular expression is widely used in search engines and other softwareDifferent language includes different wildcards, different pattern matching and different operators 



TESS and new search

• Different syntax, but same results
– Tips for basic searching

• Field tags precede search term.
• Field tags must be in all caps.
• Field tags must be followed by a colon.
• Search terms must be in lowercase.

CM:trademarkCM:trademarkCM:trademarkCM:trademarkCM:trademark
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TESS and new search

• Different language, but same results
– Tips for regex searching

• Search terms go between two forward slashes.
• Pattern match by placing letters inside brackets.
• Request a single character by inserting a period.
• Request infinite characters by inserting a period and 

asterisk (“dot star”).

CM:/.*trad.m[aeiouy]rk.*/CM:/.*trad.m[aeiouy]rk.*/CM:/.*trad.m[aeiouy]rk.*/CM:/.*trad.m[aeiouy]rk.*/CM:/.*trad.m[aeiouy]rk.*/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Search syntax will be different, but search results will notField tags precede search termField tags must be in CAPSInstead of brackets [ ] around field tags, field tags are immediately followed by a colon :Search terms must be in lowercaseSearch terms go between two slash boundaries / … /Use .* instead of just * for truncation



Discussion topic

Federal trademark searching:
live demonstration (basic)



Live demonstration (basic)

You want to register:

RABBIT
as a brand name for

racquet ball rackets
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s walk through a hypothetical: You want to register RABBIT as a brand name for racquet ball rackets.



Live demonstration (basic)

• Access the USPTO database.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search14

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’m going to show you some screenshots so you can orient yourselves later when you’re reviewing the deck.  Then we will conduct a sample search of the mark, RABBIT.New - Trademark Search (uspto.gov)This is what the user interface looks like. Trademark search is a search engine. Much like Google allows you to search the web, trademark search allows you to search our database.Trademark search allows you to conduct two main types of searches:WordmarkCombined word and design markRegardless of which option you choose, you’re still pulling from the same database.So, even if you do a basic Wordmark search, your results will include marks with designs and standard character marks.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search


Live demonstration (basic)

• Select “wordmark” and insert search term.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search15

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you would like to search in the wordmark field only, select “wordmark” from the “search by all” drop down option as shown here.  You may also filter by “goods and services,” “owner,” “serial number,” and “mark description.”We begin our search for RABBIT by selecting “wordmark” filter.  A list of results will appear.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search


Live demonstration (basic)

• Look for conflicting trademarks.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search16

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We open up results that look like they might be confusingly similar to ours.From the results page, you have options:Knock out the dead by deselecting the “Dead” checkbox.Scan the results.Turn images on or off by selecting the “Show images” checkboxExport this page of results.Select each tile to open up each record in TSDR.Filter by goods and services – NOT RECOMMENDED.Turn on “Expert mode” to play with more options.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search


Live demonstration (basic)

• Learn more about the potential conflict.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search17

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We open up results that look like they might be confusingly similar to ours.From the results page, you have options:Knock out the dead by deselecting the “Dead” checkbox.Scan the results.Turn images on or off by selecting the “Show images” checkboxExport this page of results.Select each tile to open up each record in TSDR.Filter by goods and services – NOT RECOMMENDED.Turn on “Expert mode” to play with more options.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search
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Federal trademark searching:
live demonstration (expert mode)



Live demonstration (advanced)

• Select “expert mode.”

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search19

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search


Live demonstration (advanced)

• Filter by coordinated class.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Expert modeAllows you to filter by coordinated class.Allows you to filter by international class.Opens up additional ways to search via the dropdown.Allows you to employ regex searching.

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search


Discussion topic

Translating TESS to new search:
common search strategies

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This section provides a side by side comparison of a simple TESS search string and a new search system search string.Don’t worry if new search seems odd.  We will go back over the examples provided in the next few sections of this slide deck.



Translating TESS to new search

• You want to register a wordmark:

RABBIT
as a brand name for

t-shirts
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s walk through a hypothetical: You want to register RABBIT as a brand name for t-shirts



Translating TESS to new search

• Common search strategy
– Execute dead-on search.

• rabbit

• Example
– TESS search: rabbit[comb]
– New search: CM:rabbit
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At the very least, please do the dead-on search.Simply type the word into the search window, select wordmark field, and hit the magnifying glass icon.If there’s even one hit, that could trigger a refusal.Next, consider alternative spellings.



Translating TESS to new search

• Common search strategy
– Conduct an alternative spelling search.

• rabit or rabbit or rabet or rabbet, etc.

• Example
– TESS search: r{v}{“b”1:2}{v}t[comb]
– New search: CM:/r[aeiouy]b{1,2}[aeiouy]t/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Think about other ways the word could be spelled. Although the alternate spelling may be picked up automatically in the pseudo mark field, don’t rely on it.



Translating TESS to new search

• Common search strategy
– Conduct pattern matching with truncation.

• rrrabit or rabbitt or fastrabet or rabbetfood, etc.

• Examples
– TESS search: *r{v}{“b”1:2}{v}t*[comb]
– New search: CM:/.*r[aeiouy]b{1,2}[aeiouy]t.*/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Think about whether there is a repeating letter at the beginning or end of the mark. Or maybe your term is part of a compound word.



Translating TESS to new search

• Common search strategy
– Conduct design search.

• 030901 or 03.09.01

• Example
– TESS search: 030901[dc]
– New search: DC:030901
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Think about the pictorial equivalent of your mark. How would a consumer call for the goods in the marketplace? Would they call it RABBIT brand, even if it was just a design of a rabbit? Would that cause confusion with a word mark that is just RABBIT?



Discussion topic

Translating TESS to new search: 
search fields and field tags



Translating TESS to new search:
search fields and field tags

• What are search fields?
– Database categories available for searching

• e.g., goods and services

• What are field tags?
– Abbreviations used to indicate a desired field

• e.g., [gs] in TESS or GS: in new search
28

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What are search fields?Search fields are names of specific database categories that are available for searchingExample: In TESS, we searched the Basic Index and the Translation Index for most word marksExample: In TESS, we searched the Coordinated Classes of particular goods or services What are field tags? Search tags are the abbreviations used in search strategies to designate the desired field  In TESS, Goods and Services are searched as [GS]In new search, goods and services are searched as GS:NOTE: you can only list one search tag at a timeExample: Regex Search of [MN,MP] must be separated as MN:/term/ OR MP:/term/



Translating TESS to new search:
search fields and field tags

• How do field tags work in new search?
– Place at the front of the search statement.
– Use capital letters followed by a colon.

• DS:shoes
• RG:supplemental
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How do search tags work in new search? Search tags appear at the front of the search statementSearch tags  must appear in capital letters (ALL CAPS) followed by a colonExample: DS:/shoes/RG:/supplemental/



Translating TESS to new search:
search fields and field tags

• Combined mark field or CM:
– Combines word mark, pseudo mark, and 

translation fields into a single searchable field.

TESS New search

trademark[comb] CM:trademark
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
TESS [comb] vs. New XSearch= CM:The CM field combines Word Mark, Pseudo Mark, and Translation fields into a single searchable fieldWord Mark, Pseudo Mark, and Translation fields all contain the same information as TESS



Translating TESS to new search:
search fields and field tags

• Design code field or DC:
– Searches the six-digit codes assigned to the 

mark.
– Search with or without the internal periods.

TESS New search
030111[dc] DC:030111

DC:03.01.11
DC:(030111 “foxes”)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
TESS [dc] vs. new search DC:To see all design search codes, see the design search codes https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search/design-search-codesUse DC: for finding six-digit design codes for a markCan be searched with or without the periodsFor example, DC:030111 and DC:03.01.11 will retrieve marks with the 03.01.11 design code, which is for foxesNote: You can also include information in quotations, for example, DC:(030111 “foxes”), to annotate your search historyNote: You can use truncation to search multiple design codesExample Search: DC:/0301.*/Uncovers: 03.01.01, 03.01.02, 03.01.03, 03.01.04, 03.01.25, etc



Translating TESS to new search:
search fields and field tags

• Live/dead field or LD:
– Filter based on live or dead status.
– Live marks only = LD:true
– Dead marks only = LD:false

TESS New search
not dead[ld] AND LD:true
and live[ld] AND LD:true
and dead[ld] AND LD:false
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note, that the syntax LD:true can also be written as LD: true (with a space after the colon).  Both versions will yield the same results.



Translating TESS to new search:
search fields and field tags

TESS field tag Search field New field tag
[comb] Combined mark CM:

[dc] Design code DC:
[ld] Live/dead LD:
[cc] Coordinated class CC:
[ic] International class IC:
[gs] Goods/services GS:
[ds] Disclaimer DS:
[sn] Serial number SN:
[rn] Registration number RN:
[on] Owner name ON:
[at] Attorney of record AT:
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are many more search fields.  Please see a listing of search fields in the “help” section of the new search system. 



Discussion topic

Translating TESS to new search:
Regular expression searching



Translating TESS to new search: 
regular expression searching

• Regular expressions (or regex)
– Uses a new syntax for searching.
– Allows you to execute the same types of pattern 

matching and truncation as TESS.
– Enables even more advanced pattern matching 

and wildcards than TESS.
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Translating TESS to new search: 
regular expression searching

• Regex statement reminders
– Surround search term with forward slashes.
– Type search term in lowercase letters.

• CM:/cat/
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Discussion topic

Translating TESS to new search:
pattern matching



Translating TESS to new search: 
pattern matching

• Pattern matching searching
– Allows you to efficiently execute searches that 

include alternate spellings.
• CAT: cat or kat or qat or ccat or ckat or cqat, etc.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is pattern matching?Marks that sound like your mark — called phonetically equivalent marks — could create a likelihood of confusion for the consumer, so your search should include marks that:are spelled the same way as your mark; andare spelled differently but could sound the same as your mark when spoken, like “potato” and “potayto” could sound the same as your mark if someone pronounces your mark differently, like “potato” and “potahto.” 



Translating TESS to new search:
pattern matching

• Regex reminders
– Regex doesn’t have an equivalent to {v} or {c}.
– Can still use quantifiers to search for multiple 

instances of a character.

TESS New search
{v} [aeiouy]
{v1:2} [aeiouy]{1,2}
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unfortunately, there is not a direct equivalent to {v} or {c} in regexThe equivalent of {v} is to write out all of the vowels in square brackets as [aeiouy]



Translating TESS to new search:
common phonetic equivalents

Common phonetic equivalent combos
Sound Example TESS Regex
Hard K Cat; kite; fox {“ckqx”} or {“ckqx”:2} [ckqx] or [ckqx]{1,2}

Soft S Soup; scene; zen {“scz”} or {“scz”:2} [scz] or [scz]{1,2}

F/PH Fun; phonics {“fph”:2} [fph] or [fph]{1,2}
J/G Genius, jeans {“d”0:1}{“gj”} d{0,1}[gj]
TION Action, fashion {“scth”:3}{v:2}n [scth]{0,3}[aeiou]{1,2}n
Long I/E Sigh, lye {“iey”:2} [iey]{1,2}
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Knowledge check

• How would you draft a search statement 
for the letter “k” using regex?
– TESS: {“ckqx”1:2}
– Regex: [ckqx]{1,2}
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note that the characters searched are now in square brackets without quotation marks and the quantifier (i.e., how many instances of the letter we are looking for) is placed immediately to the right in curly braces with the range separated by a comma



Knowledge check

• How would you search for 1 to 3 instances 
of “iey” using regex?
– TESS: {“iey”1:3} 
– Regex [iey]{1,3}
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Knowledge check

• How would you search for 1 to 2 instances 
of the letter “t” using regex?
– TESS: {"t"1:2} 
– Regex: t{1,2}
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For the same results in new search, you could use [t]{1,2} but the brackets are not necessary for a single letter.Semi-Trick Question: In a regular expression, a quantifier can be placed immediately to the right of any single letter without the need for the letter to be in a square bracket



Knowledge check

• How would you search for RABBIT using 
regex and pattern matching?
– TESS: r{v}{“b”1:2}{v}t[comb]
– Regex: CM:/r[aeiouy]b{1,2}[aeiouy]t/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Step 1: CM:/Start the regular expression with a field tagNext add a forward slashStep 2: CM:/rAdd the “R”Use lower case lettersStep 3: CM:/r[aeiouy]Pattern match the “A” to find all vowels Step 4: CM:/r[aeiouy]b{1,2}Write the “B’s” so that 1 to 2 instances will be foundStep 5: CM:/r[aeiouy]b{1,2}[aeiouy] Pattern match the “I” to find all vowelsStep 6: CM:/r[aeiouy]b{1,2}[aeiouy]tAdd the TStep 7: CM:/r[aeiouy]b{1,2}[aeiouy]t/Complete the regular expression with another forward slash
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Translating TESS to new search: 
truncation and wildcards



Translating TESS to new search: 
truncation and wildcards

• Wildcards
– Allow you to efficiently broaden your search.

• External truncation.
– CAT: kittycat or catamaran

• Internal truncation.
– CAT: capture or crater
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Truncation operators – also known as “wildcards”Help you search for:Variations of a mark“Chunks” of a mark that are connected to other wordsIf your mark is “COFFEEHOUSE,” you might search for variations on “COFFEE” to find “COFFEESHOP” marks.



Translating TESS to new search:
truncation and wildcards

• Regex reminders
– Can still use internal and external truncation.
– Can still use quantifiers to search for multiple 

instances of a character.
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Translating TESS to new search:
truncation and wildcards

TESS 
wildcard Explanation Regex 

wildcard

? Match any character (excluding space) 
exactly one instance .

$n Match any character (excluding space) 0 
to n instances .{0,n}

$ Match any character (excluding space) 0 
or more instances (internal) .*

* Match any character (excluding space) 0 
or more instances (external truncation) .*
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Period or Dot . is the master wildcard character Dot represents any character, excluding a spaceIn other words,. = any character, excluding a spaceThe dot .{0,n} wildcard can also be used just as you would use the $n in TESSAsterisk or star * is a quantifierStar represents 0 or more instances“more instances”=  ∞ instancesIn other words,* = 0 or more instancesSo, dot star, in combination:.* = 0 or more instances of any character, excluding a space



Knowledge check

• How would you search for PLEAD using 
regex with pattern matching and external 
truncation?
– TESS: *pl{v:3}d*[comb]
– Regex: CM:/.*pl[aeiouy]{1,3}d.*/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We know the * symbol would pull up PLEAD, PLEED, PLLEADS, etc.Similarly, the .* combination here would also pull up PLEAD, PLEED, PLEADS, etc.



Knowledge check

• How would you search for DOG using 
regex with pattern matching and external 
truncation?
– TESS: *d{“aou”1:2}{“hw”0:1}g*[comb]
– Regex: CM:/.*d[aou]{1,2}[hw]{0,1}g.*/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We know the * symbol would pull up DOGS, but also DOG.Similarly, the .* combination here would also pull up DOGS, but also DOGBut does this search pick up “dawg” or “dahg”? How would you search that?CM:/.*d[aou]{1,2}[hw]{0,1}g.*/



Knowledge check

• How would you search for CAN’T using 
regex with pattern matching and internal 
and external truncation?
– TESS: *{“ckq”}{“a”:2}{“n”:2}?t*[comb]
– Regex: CM:/.*[ckq]a{1,2}n{1,2}.t.*/
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In TESS, the internal wildcard that finds exactly one instance of any character excluding space is ?.In RegEx the dot . wildcard (without the star *) can also be internally used just as you would use the ? in TESS.So, when we search CAN’T, we could also search it as:	.* [ckqx][aeiouy]{1,2}n{1,2}.t .*The above search would pull up any of the following marks: CANNT; CAN’T; CAN-T; KANT; KINETIX; etc.Will it pull up CANNOT?
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Translating TESS to new search:
basic operators and groupings

• Operators
– Connect two or more search statements.
– Must be in UPPERCASE letters.

TESS New search

and AND

or OR

not AND NOT
53

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BASIC OPERATORS AND GROUPINGS Operators connect two or more search statements or line references togetherThey must be in UPPERCASE lettersAND NOT in new search is the equivalent of NOT in the TESS



Translating TESS to new search:
basic operators and groupings

• Groupings
– A space is treated as OR.

• Except when the space is between forward slashes.
– CM:/.*hip hop.*/ will not find any marks.
– CM:(/.*hip.*/ /.*hop.*/) will find HIP marks or HOP marks.

– Search statements inside of parentheses are 
performed first.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BASIC OPERATORS AND GROUPINGS GroupingsA space is treated as ORException: a space between the regex forward slashes will not function correctly as ORe.g.   CM:/.*hip hop.*/ will not work to search for HIP or HOP. Order of operations matters—search statements inside of parentheses are performed first Line referencing will work the same way in new search as it did in TESS



Translating TESS to new search:
basic operators and groupings
TESS Explanation Examples New search

AND Will include only results that meet 
additional search statement(s) CM:/.*d[oa]g.*/ AND LD:true AND

OR Will include results that meet one of 
multiple search statement

IC:009 OR IC:016

CM:(/.*hip.*/ /.*hop.*/)

OR

Space

NOT Will exclude results of 
search statement(s) met GS:/toy.*/ AND NOT GS:/pet.*/ AND NOT

( ) Groups together search statements to 
be modified by field or operator

IC:(009 a b 200)

(1 AND 2) OR 4

( )

( )
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Translating TESS to new search: 
practice tips
• Use regex to draft search terms with pattern matching.
• Surround the search term with forward slashes.

– /term/
• Place pattern matched characters within square 

brackets.
– [xyz]

• Place quantifiers in curly braces to the right of the 
character (or pattern matched characters).
– [xyz]{1,3}
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USPTO resources



USPTO resources

https://beta-tmsearch.uspto.gov/59

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://beta-tmsearch.uspto.gov/search/search-informationThe “help” button on the new search system introductory page allows you to access practice tips, common search examples, a list of field tags, a glossary of terms, and more.

https://beta-tmsearch.uspto.gov/


USPTO resources

https://beta-tmsearch.uspto.gov/60

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We want to hear from you.Use the “feedback” button on the new search system introductory page to provide feedback on your search experience or report a bug/defect.

https://beta-tmsearch.uspto.gov/


USPTO resources

• Trademark Assistance Center
– Phone: 1-800-786-9199
– TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov

• USPTO virtual assistant
– www.uspto.gov/trademarks/basics

• USPTO trademark alerts
– www.uspto.gov/subscribe
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Trademark Assistance Center (TAC) is the main support center for all customers, from first-time filers to legal professionals and experienced trademark applicants. We can answer your questions on a variety of trademark topics. www.uspto.gov/TrademarkAssistanceContact TAC toll-tree at 800-786-9199 (press 1)Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET (closed on federal holidays)https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/trademark-assistance-center

mailto:TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov
http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/basics
http://www.uspto.gov/subscribe


Images used in this presentation are for educational purposes only.
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