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Legal disclaimer

• This program is not legal advice.
– It is for informational purposes only.
– It does not include all aspects of searching.
– It only covers general concepts and the 

mechanics of searching the federal register.
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Discussion topics

• Search system fundamentals
• Search system options

– Dropdowns
• Searching takeaways
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Discussion topic

Search system fundamentals



Search system fundamentals

• Reasons to use the search system
– Conduct a clearance search before applying to 

register your trademark.
– Research how the USPTO treated similar marks.
– Research marks owned by a particular owner.
– Check the status of your application or 

registration.
www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Likelihood of confusion-Confusingly similar marks (sound alike, look alike, similar commercial impression)-Related goods and servicesPrior disposition of similar marks – If you want to know how the USPTO has treated a particular term in the past, this is a good way to see that.  For example, Is a term treated as descriptive or suggestive? Is a term treated as having a meaning other than that of a surname?Keep in mind that examining attorneys are not bound by previous decisions of other examining attorneys.  Just because you see a mark previously treated one way on the register does not guarantee that your mark will be treated the same.  Your mark or goods and services might be different. Market circumstances can change and what was acceptable in the past may no longer be acceptable.  And sometimes, examining attorneys can make mistakes and allow marks that should be refused.Use it more as a general guide than a definitive resource.  Maybe you want to see all of the marks that a competitor owns.  Or maybe you or your client has a lot of trademarks and you can’t remember which ones are cancelled and which ones are live.You also can search for individual registrations and applications by serial or registration number.  

http://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Search system fundamentals

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is what the user interface looks like. It’s a search engine. Much like Google allows you to search the web, our system allows you to search our database. Access is free and publicly accessible.It’s also cloud-based, so it won’t time out.Check out the Help for written instructions.Check out the Announcements to see what improvements have been made in the system.

http://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Search system fundamentals

• Two ways to use the system
– Dropdown searches
– Field tag searches

• Two ways to adjust your options
– Basic mode
– Expert mode
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Two ways to use the systemDropdown searchesMostly used by pro se applicants conducting a knock-out search – THIS IS WHAT WE WILL BE TALKING ABOUT IN THIS SESSIONField tag searchesMostly used by practitioners conducting clearance searches – THIS WILL BE DISCUSSED IN THE SESSION AFTER THIS ONETwo ways to adjust your optionsBasic modeProvides baseline functionalityExpert modeProvides upgraded options such as the ability to search based on design codes and descriptions, and the ability to filter results by international classExpert mode is not more complex; it simply provides more search options.  I always recommend to work in Expert Mode.



Search system fundamentals

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks9

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No matter which way you use the system, you have several ways to view your resultsGrid

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Search system fundamentals

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No matter which way you use the system, you have several ways to view your resultsGridList

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Search system fundamentals

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No matter which way you use the system, you have several ways to view your resultsGridListCompressed

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Search system fundamentals

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No matter which way you use the system, you have several ways to view your resultsGridListCompressedAnd you have the option to sort the results by relevance, by alphabetical wordmark, by class number, and by serial number.

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Search system fundamentals

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No matter which way you use the system, you have several ways to view your resultsGridListCompressedAnd you have the option to sort the results by relevance, by alphabetical wordmark, by class number, and by serial number.

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Search system options:
Dropdown searching

Discussion topic



Dropdown searching - basic

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks15

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s where we get into the meat of dropdown searches.We’ll start in Basic mode, even though there’s no reason you should need to be in Basic mode instead of Expert mode.

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Dropdown searching - basic

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks16

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A lot of people instinctively want to select “Search by all”, thinking, “Well of course I want to search everything!  I don’t want to miss anything”.  Good thought, but the search is going to bring in a lot of irrelevant results because it is searching every single field in that dropdown menu.  APPLE for athletic shoes.  Yes, selecting “Search by all” will return all of the registered and applied-for marks with the word “APPLE” in them.  But it also will return every application and registration owned by companies with “APPLE” in their name.  And every application and registration in which the business or individual has an address with “APPLE” in the road name.  And every application and registration where the goods and services include the word “APPLE”.  That’s going to bloat your results, and the more irrelevant results in the search that you have to sift through, the more likely you are to accidentally overlook something important.Simply:Change it to WordmarkType in your trademarkSelect the magnifying glass icon

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Dropdown searching - basic

• Dropdown searches
– Search by all
– Wordmark
– Goods and services
– Owner
– Serial number

– Registration number
– Mark description
– Search by field tag
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Search by all looks in all dropdown “buckets” of the database. This includes:TrademarksGoods and servicesOwner nameOwner addressMark descriptionExample: What if you searched the wording principal in all fields? Which results would matter for a clearance search?Using this option can be overwhelming and return false positives that clutter your search. It is not recommended.Instead, use Wordmark.Note: You have the ability to search by field tag. We’re going to ignore that for now and come back to it later.If you want more options, switch over to “expert mode.”



Dropdown searching - basic

• Dropdown searches
• Filtering by live/dead

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks18

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Basic modeAllows you to filter by live/dead.

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Dropdown searching - expert

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks19

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you want to unlock even more capability, turn on expert mode.

http://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Dropdown searching - expert

• Dropdown searches
– Search by all
– Wordmark
– Goods and services
– Owner
– Serial number

– Registration number
– Mark description
– Design code
– Design description
– Search by field tag
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Expert modeOpens up additional ways to search via the dropdown.Design codeDesign descriptionDesign description is not recommended. It requires the system to have the word as part of the description.Design code is more likely to provide what you’re looking for. It takes a few extra moments to pull the design code from the Design Search Code Manual, but is more comprehensive. – HELP, Basic tabHere too you have the ability to search by field tag.  This will be discussed in the next presentation.



Dropdown searching - expert

• Dropdown searches
• Filtering by live/dead

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks21

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Expert modeAllows you to filter by live/dead.

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Dropdown searching - expert

• Dropdown searches
• Filtering by live/dead
• Filtering by class

– Coordinated class

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks22

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Expert modeOpens up additional ways to search via the dropdown.Design codeDesign descriptionAllows you to filter by class.Coordinated class https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search/get-ready-search-classification-and-design#How%20classification%20can%20help%20you   

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Dropdown searching - expert

• Dropdown searches
• Filtering by live/dead
• Filtering by class

– Coordinated class
– International class

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks23

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Expert modeOpens up additional ways to search via the dropdown.Design codeDesign descriptionAllows you to filter by class.Coordinated classInternational class

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Dropdown searching - expert

• Dropdown searches
• Filtering by live/dead
• Filtering by class

– Coordinated class
– International class

• Consider 035, 042, a, b, and 200

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks24

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Expert modeOpens up additional ways to search via the dropdown.Design codeDesign descriptionAllows you to filter by class.Coordinated classInternational classNote: Clarification of “a, b, 200”A 	Goods certification marksB 	Services certification marks200 	Collective membership marks

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Dropdown searching - expert

• Dropdown searches
• Filtering by live/dead
• Filtering by class
• Tagging

– Export to Excel
spreadsheet 

www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks25

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Expert modeOpens up additional ways to search via the dropdown.Design codeDesign descriptionAllows you to filter by class.Coordinated classInternational classAllows you to tag and export specific resultsExports to an Excel spreadsheetIf you’d like the option to have a trademark summary sheet, request it in the feedback.

https://www.uspto.gov/SearchTrademarks


Discussion topic

Search system options:
Dropdown hypotheticals



Dropdown hypothetical

You want to see trademarks owned by:

UNITED STATES PATENT AND 
TRADEMARK OFFICE
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Dropdown hypothetical

You want to check the status of a trademark 
application:

90866054
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Dropdown hypothetical

You want to check the status of a trademark 
registration:

6832052
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Dropdown hypothetical

You want to conduct a clearance search 
before applying to register:

GOOBER
as a brand name for

surfboards
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Discussion topic

Searching takeaways



Trademark search takeaways
• Basic mode vs. expert mode

– Use basic mode for searches that require minimal filtering.
– Use expert mode for most searches.

• Drop-down searching
– Use the owner option for trademark owner searches.
– Use the serial number and registration number options to 

check the status of applications and registrations.
– Use the wordmark option for exact match, single-term 

searches.
– Use the field tag option for complex, multiple-term searches.
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Questions?



DISCLAIMER: References to particular trademarks, service marks, certification marks, products, services, companies, or 
organizations are for illustrative and educational purposes only and do not constitute or imply endorsement by the U.S. 

government, the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, or any other federal agency.
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