Highlights of TEAS 5.6 and TEASi 2.4 release
We are implementing changes to TEAS and TEASi on Oct. 1, 2016. 
Portable and e-signature forms allow 14 days for signature, it is important that you be aware of a scheduled outage on Saturday, October 1, from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., ET. Users should file all recently created portable forms and e-signature forms by 7:59 a.m., Saturday, October 1, 2016 ET. Customers unable to do so will be required to start the process again with updated forms.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding the release, please contact TEAS@uspto.gov.
Changes to all forms
(1) Enhanced information in signature method "E-mail Text Form to Second Party for Signature" - The text on the e-signature link email now includes the date and time when the signature process was started. It also and states that the form must be signed and the filing complete within 14 days from the minute the e-signature process was started.  

(2) Sound and video attachments - The global forms now allow you to make a selection to choose a video (MPG and/or AVI having a maximum size of 30MB) and/or a sound (WAV, WMV, WMA, and MP3 having a maximum size of 5 MB) file or both types of files. 

(3) Entity type addition – federally chartered corporation - Now users have the option to select “federally chartered corporation” as an entity type from the "other" dropdown menu.

(4) Email address fields now accept custom domain names - Now users can enter custom domain names in the email address and website address fields.  

(5) Loss of data in text entry field resolved – We resolved the bug in the global forms that caused a loss of data in the "Text Entry" field with the use of Chrome and Internet Explorer.  

(6) Cyrillic letters - The TEAS forms have been enhanced to covert the Cyrillic capital letter to an upper-case "C" and the Cyrillic lower-case letter to a lower-case "C" when they appear in a free-text field.  This conversion is necessary to ensure that the characters appear readable in the USPTO database.  

(7) Email address retained - Customers will no longer need to reenter the same email address in the same field multiple times.  We fixed the bug that caused a user to reenter email addresses when going back and forth between pages in a form.  

(8) Color claim statement bug – We corrected the bug that substituted the word "cfstatements" for "mark" in the color claim statement.  

Statement with Bug: "The color(s) blue is/are claimed as a feature of the cfstatements."

Corrected Statement: "The color(s) XXXX is/are claimed as a feature of the mark."

(9) Attorney docket field character limit note – Users with docket numbers greater than 12 characters should enter the docket number in the “miscellaneous statement” section. While TEAS can accept longer docket numbers, our backend systems cannot. The docket number will not be uploaded into the database, but it will be part of the permanent record viewable in TSDR.  
TEAS now contains a notation indicating the attorney docket number field is limited to 12 characters.  We will expand the allowable number of characters per field in the next generation filing system, which is under development.  

(10)  Revised declaration note - The typographical error in the declaration note regarding joint applicants has been corrected.  Specifically, "of behalf" was changed to "on behalf" in the note.  The revised note is as follows: NOTE: The same person may sign the declaration on behalf of the other joint applicant(s), by merely making identical entries.  The USPTO will presume that the one person who has signed was, in fact, authorized to sign on behalf of the other person(s).

(11) Text change to evidence button - The button to attach evidence no longer reads “Evidence(s)” but rather "Evidence."

(12) Back button - The “Back” button on the “XML File” page has been fixed to take users to the “Validation” page instead of the Wizard page. 

(13) Removed outdated browser information - The global forms were enhanced to remove outdated browser information.  

Changes to initial application forms
(1) ID Manual sorting order enhancement – Customers using the ID Manual to add goods/services to an application will now be able to view search results according to the relevance of the searched term(s), International Class number, or alphabetical listing of the description.  

The default display method within a particular class is relevance as determined by an algorithm.  For example, the search table for a search of the term shoes will list “Shoes” in Class 25, an “exact match,” first because it is the most relevant description containing only the searched term. A search of two terms, e.g., athletic shoes, will display an exact match first, followed by other results with both terms, if any.  

Click the small black arrow to the right of International Class or Description to change the sort order between ascending and descending order according to the criteria of the listed column.

(2) ID Manual enhancement to make search results display configurable – On the ID Manual results page, customers can now view as few as 25 search results per page or more than 250 results per page.  The default setting allows users to view 100 results per page for search queries.  

(3) TEAS Plus form ID Manual enhancement - When a user adds goods/services, the TEAS PLUS form no longer permits items classified in Classes A, B, 200, any listing that appears in the “regular” manual under 000, or the Class 25 listing of "Clothing, namely,…" to appear as options in the TEAS PLUS ID Manual.  Instead, a message appears which indicates “[t]his item is NOT available for TEAS Plus filings.”

(4) Filing receipts - The filing receipt for each of the non-TEAS Plus initial application forms no longer presume that a user has authorized email communication.  Specifically, the word "If" was substituted for "Because" in the below statement.

RECEIVING E-MAIL COMMUNICATIONS/FILING DOCUMENTS ON-LINE: If you have authorized receipt of correspondence by e-mail, please make sure that your server will accept USPTO e-mail and not treat it as SPAM. 

(5) Attorney phone number and email appears in text form and email - When a user enters the Attorney's phone number and/or email address on the TEAS Regular form, the information now displays on the Text Form on the Validation Page and in the emailed filing receipt.  

(6) Media files viewable in Input Table on TEAS Regular/RF form - On the validation page for the TEAS Regular/TEAS RF form, when the input link is clicked, users no longer see an HTTP 404 error, and are able to view the media file that the user attached.

(7) TEAS Plus form requires foreign application number when section 44 filing basis is selected - TEAS Plus applications now contain a red asterisk indicating the Foreign Application Number is a required field.  Also, customers can no longer proceed in TEAS Plus applications without entering the foreign application number.

(8) New notice re information submitted is part of public record for e-signature and handwritten signature approach - The e-signature and handwritten signature options in the initial application forms now have a notice that all information collected in the forms will be made public.  This is to ensure that the person signing the form is aware that information submitted will be made public.  Below is the notice:

All information submitted made public
All information submitted to the USPTO at any point in the application and/or registration process will become public record, including your name, phone number, e-mail address, and street address. Please be aware that YOU HAVE NO RIGHT TO CONFIDENTIALITY in the information disclosed. The public will be able to view the information in the USPTO's on-line databases and through internet search engines and other on-line databases and may use this information to contact you directly. This information will remain public even if the application is later abandoned or any resulting registration is surrendered, cancelled, or expired. For any information that may be subject to copyright protection, by submitting it to the USPTO, the filer is representing that he or she has the authority to grant, and is granting, the USPTO permission to make the information available in its on-line database and in copies of the application or registration record.

(9) Updated link to Nice Agreement - The link for the "Nice Agreement Current Edition Version" on the Goods and Services information page now points to the correct information.

(10) Bug with handwritten signature option resolved - When attaching a PDF file using the Handwritten pen-and-ink option on the “Signature" page of the initial application forms, the Google Chrome and IE browsers no longer produce an erroneous pop-up warning message indicating the system has detected that multiple windows are sharing the same session.

(11)  Specimen attachment now appears in input table - The Collective Trademark/Servicemark Form and the Trademark/Servicemark Application, Supplemental Register Form are now displaying the 'Section 1(a) ' specimen attachment in the 'Input' table.
Changes to response forms
(1) Section 1(b) deletion appears on input table - When a user deletes a Section 1(b) filing basis, the Input Table on the Validation Page now displays a deleted Section 1(b) filing basis.

(2) New pop-up warning for amendments from 1(b) to 1(a) - The Response to Office action forms now include a pop-up warning when users amend from a Section 1(b) filing basis to a Section 1(a) filing basis without filing an amendment to allege use.

(3) Declaration included with Section 2(f) in part - The Response to Suspension Inquiry Form now includes the required declaration statement on the “Signature” page when Section 2(f) in Part is claimed.

(4) Basis section - The basis section of the response type forms have been updated so that when a user deletes all of the data associated with a specific basis, the check box for 1(a), 44(d), and 44(e) remain unchecked.

(5) Deletion of Section 44 basis - The response forms have been updated to delete foreign registration information when a user amends to a Section 1b basis and deletes the Section 44 basis.

(6) Corrected typographical error in filing receipt - The Response to Office Action form PDF filing receipt no longer includes the word “form” twice and now reads “we have received your Response to Office Action Form below.”

(7) Request for reconsideration form - Now allows usage after a subsequent final Office action issues.
Changes to intent-to-use (ITU) forms
(1) Mark image appears in text form - The Extension Request form now shows an active link to an image of the mark when the Text form is used during the e-signature process.

(2) Typographical text correction AAU/SOU - The Allegation of Use/Statement of Use Form has been updated to remove the erroneous words "either to be" in the sentence "This entire class is either to be permanently deleted from this application."  
Changes to correspondence and attorney/domestic representative forms
(1) New error message on change of address forms and attorney forms – A new error message will block users from filing the Change of Owners' Address, Change of Correspondence Address, and Revocation of Attorney/Domestic Representative and/or Appointment of Attorney/Domestic Representative forms if the initial application data has not yet been uploaded.  Most initial application filings made through TEAS are uploaded into the USPTO's database within 4-5 business days.  If the data has not yet been uploaded, the user will see the below error message:

Either Serial Number XXXXXXXX does not yet appear in the USPTO database at http://tsdr.uspto.gov (even though the number was assigned at the time of filing), or the complete data (mark and listing of goods/services) has not been entered, thereby preventing the uploading of new data at this time. Please try again, waiting up to 7-10 days after the initial filing of the application.

(2) Links open in new browser windows - Links to the Change of Correspondence Address form within other forms now open in a new browser window.

(3) Withdrawal of attorney form - We fixed a bug in the Withdrawal of Attorney form that prevented use of the form for design marks and sensory marks.  
Petition forms
(1) Letter of protest form - We corrected the bug in the Letter of Protest Form so that the Input and Text forms now display the proper name of the protester and correct correspondence address.  

(2) Petition to revive form – We fixed the bug in the Petition to Revive Abandoned Application - Failure to Respond Timely to Office Action (POA) form that required users to submit a response to Office action when they clicked the box stating that he/she did not receive the original Office action.  

(3) TEAS stamp - TEAS stamp information, including the user's IP address and time of filing, is now shown on the 2.146 Petition to the Director form.

Changes to miscellaneous forms
(1) Voluntary amendment form fee code update - The Voluntary Amendment form now contains the correct fee code for the amendment to allege use (AAU) fee and the total fees now displays accurately when a user chooses to add a new class in Voluntary Amendment form and add more options in the fees.  Due to a bug, the form had previously collected the fee for the statement of use when an amendment to allege use was filed.  

(2) Handwritten signatures in post publication amendment form - Attaching a handwritten pen-and-ink signature PDF/JPG file to a Post Publication Amendment no longer results in an inappropriate warning message indicating the signatory’s phone number has not been entered in the Declaration Signature area.

(3) Sound and video attachments - When submitting a Voluntary Amendment form and Post Publication Amendment Form, the user is now able to make a selection to choose a Video (MPG and/or AVI having a maximum size of 30MB) and/or a sound (WAV, WMV, WMA, and MP3 having a maximum size of 5 MB)) file or both types of files. 

Changes to registration maintenance/renewal forms
(1) Substitute specimen checkbox for response form - The Post Registration Response to Office Action form has been enhanced to add a new checkbox in the File Upload section for use when submitting a substitute specimen with the response.  The checkbox is as follows:

The substitute specimen was in use in commerce during the relevant period for filing the 6-year or 10-year Section 8/71, as appropriate.

(2) Sound and video attachments - When submitting a Section 7 Request form, the user can now make a selection to choose a Video (MPG and/or AVI having a maximum size of 30MB) and/or a sound (WAV, WMV, WMA, and MP3 having a maximum size of 5 MB)) file or both types of files.

(3) Revised warning in name field of the ownership information section – We revised the warning in the name field to tweak the wording under "2. Mistake in Owner" to clarify the types of minor errors in owner name that may be corrected and to make clear when the Section 7 Request for Amendment or Correction of Registration Certificate form may be used.  The revised section is as follows:

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Mistake in owner name 
If there is a minor error in the owner's name, such as punctuation, spacing, or adding or removing "The," this mistake may be corrected on the form with an explanation. Note that other errors in the owner's name may be corrected, but require a separately-filed Section 7 Request for Correction. NOTE: You may not add a different owner or designate another legal entity as the owner. For examples of correctable errors, see TMEP § 1201.02(c). 

(4) Mark display - The TEAS backend system now ensures that the entire mark displays in the database.  A prior defect resulted in the truncation of long marks.

(5) Section 44(e) basis and Section 7 form - We corrected a bug so that the section 7 form now populates the 44(e) basis information when more than one class is present. Also, users can now delete the 44(e) claim via a check box and have the deleted claim appear in the Input and text versions of the form on the Validation Page.   

(6) Section 12(c) form - The Section 12(c) Affidavit Form now applies the fee code for filing a Section 12(c) Affidavit. Also, the form no longer incorrectly indicates that users are able to pay for a grace period fee.

(7) Fees paid appears in filing receipt - When submitting the Combined Declaration of Continued Use/Excusable Nonuse and Incontestability Under Sections 71 and 15 Form, the confirmation filing receipt now confirms the fee amount that has been paid. 

(8) TEAS stamp - TEAS stamp information, including the user's IP address and time of filing, now shows on the Response to Office Action for Post-Registration Matters form.

(9) Deletion of phone and fax numbers reflected in input table - When a prepopulated phone number and fax number on the “Owner/Holder Information” page of the Section 7 Request form are deleted, these numbers no longer appear in the input table.

(10) Section 7 form - When a user selects the Section 7 Form for stylized or design marks, selects the “Additional Statements” section, enters NO to the wizard question “"Do you want to amend your mark?"” and YES to the wizard question "Do you want to correct or change any additional statement(s) about the mark . . .. ?," the additional statement page now displays the claimed color(s), a description of the Mark, and also the nature and location of the color if the mark is a color mark.

(11) Cancelled registrations blocked - The Post Registration forms now block usage of the forms when the registration number has been cancelled.
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