Real World Advice: Transitioning
from College to the Workforce
Are you preparing to complete your degree and start working full time? Would you appreciate a few
words of wisdom from people who have been in your shoes?
The United States Patent and Trademark Office helps inventors and entrepreneurs introduce their
innovations and products to the world. We employ over 12,000 professionals with degrees ranging
from electrical and mechanical engineering to finance, IT and law. Our people work as patent examiners,
accountants, help desk technicians, HR professionals, trademark examining attorneys and a variety of
other roles to help bring innovation to life.
We tapped some of these professionals and asked them what advice they would give their college
selves if they could travel back in time. We hope their words of wisdom help as you prepare to
navigate the future.
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“Consistently do a great job. Cultivate a reputation as someone who
has a high quality work product and
a strong work ethic.”
Montia Pressey
Trademark Attorney Advisor

