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Patent Pro Bono Program

* Assists financially under-resourced independent inventors
and small businesses.

— The America Invents Act calls on the USPTO to work with and
support IP law associations to establish patent pro bono programs.

— "pro bono"” means that patent practitioners volunteer their legal
services.

* Pro bono applicants are still responsible for all USPTO fees and other
potential non-USPTO fees, such as drawings drafted by a third party.

 Entity status discounts regarding USPTO fees may be available
 The Program is available in every state
 Each regional program endeavors to match inventors and
small businesses who apply with patent practitioners who
volunteer to file and prosecute patent applications.
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Current Coverage

Washington Pro Bono Patent Metwork
ldaho Patent Pro Bono

CIAP

ProBoPat

Arizona Public Patent Program
LegalCorps (MN)

Pro Bono Patent Project (M1}
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Gateway Venture Mentoring Service
TALA

Chicago-Kent Patent Hub
PatentConnect for Hoosiers (IN KY)
IP Wenture Clinic (OH)

LAVPA (TM)

BEVLP Patent Program (M5 AL)
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Mew England Program

Mew York Tri State Program
Delaware Program

FCBA (Mid-Atlantic)

PA Patent

MC Leap

Georgia Patents

Patent Pro Bono FL



Pro Bono Program Statistics

— Over 7,000 persons have made inquiries;

— Over 1,400 persons have been placed with a
practitioner;

— Over 1,800 practitioners are available to
volunteer; and

— Over 500 non-provisional patent applications
have been filed.



Patent Pro Bono Program Mission

* Increase accessibility to the patent system.

* Promote small business growth and
development.

* Help ensure that no deserving invention
lacks patent protection because of a lack of
money to hire a practitioner.

* Enhance patent quality by have experienced
patent professionals prepare, file, and
prosecute applications.

* Provide opportunity for patent practitioners
to serve in their area of expertise.



General Criteria for Pro Bono Applicants

* Gross household income - regional program dependent, but
usually limited to 300% of the federal poverty guidelines.

— A single person could have an income of up to $36,420
(https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines).

— The limit increases with additional person(s).
* Knowledge of the patent system.

— Have at least a provisional application on file with the USPTO and/or
successfully complete the certificate training course at
http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/certpck/index.htm.

« Have an invention, not merely an idea.

— One should be able to describe the invention so that someone could make
and use the invention.

» Pay all USPTO fees (entity status discounts may be available).



https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines
http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/certpck/index.htm

Criteria for Pro Bono Applicants cont.

« Even if a pro bono applicant qualifies financially, the regional
programs may not be able to guarantee a match with a
practitioner for a variety of reasons, among them:

— Change in financial status;
— Invention not fully formed or developed; or
— Lack of available practitioners.

 Some regional programs have additional requirements.

— Pro bono applicants with an upcoming deadline may not be able to be

served.

* Many regional programs require the expiration date of the provisional patent application to be
at least 3-6 months in the future in order to find a practitioner to work on the non-provisional
patent application.

» Sufficient time is required to match the applicant with a practitioner; and

» The practitioner needs sufficient time to file a non-provisional application for the applicant.



Applying to the Patent Pro Bono
Program

Two ways to apply:

1. Apply directly with your regional program

« To find the regional program that serves you, see
www.uspto.gov/probonopatents for a map of the United States and select
your to state.

2. App(l}/ through an online portal, the National Clearinghouse, operated by
the Federal Circuit Bar Association.

» http://fedcirbar.org/Pro-Bono-Scholarships/PTO-Pro-Bono/National-
Clearinghouse-Application-Submission

E-mail probono@uspto.gov if you have any questions!



http://www.uspto.gov/probonopatents
http://fedcirbar.org/Pro-Bono-Scholarships/PTO-Pro-Bono/National-Clearinghouse-Application-Submission
mailto:probono@uspto.gov

Apply Directly to Program
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Additional Information

« Comprehensive Information and Training Material for First
Inventor to File:
http://www.uspto.gov/aia implementation/patents.jsp#headin

g-10
* Inventor Resources: http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/index.jsp

« |IP Awareness Assessment Tool:
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/assessment/index.html

e Scam Prevention: .
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/scam prevention/index.jsp

* Law School Clinic Certification Program:
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/ip-
policy/public-information-about-practitioners/law-school-
clinic-1

« Utility Patent Application Guide:
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/types/utility.jsp
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