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This User Guide will provide you with the 
information needed to check your 
application status and view patent 
applications electronically. A brief 
overview of the process and screen 
shots that identify critical components of 
the tool are included. PATENT CENTER 
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PATENT CENTER – Real-time status information 

Patent Center allows Independent Inventors, registered patent attorneys/agents, and practitioner 
support individuals the ability to access all of the content of Patent Center, as well as real-time status 
information, application documents and transaction history for pending patent applications using a 
secure internet connection. 

Applications associated to the Customer Numbers listed in a Registered User’s profile are available for 
review. 

Patent Center viewing and retrieval 

Patent Center accesses patent information held in the USPTO internal Patent Data Portal (PDP) and 
presents it in two different views: Public and Private. Patent Center provides web-based access to public 
and pending patent information and eases the process of tracking patents, patent applications and 
follow-on documents through the USPTO approval process. 

Public view provides access to all issued patents and published patent applications. Some data such as 
fees are not available. 

Private view allows registered users to access application information that has not been made public in 
addition to what is also available through the public view. Other private information such as fees are 
accessible. To access pending applications, the logged-in user must have the correspondence address 
customer number of the searched application associated to their registered account. 

Searching 
Customers using the Patent Center system can search for patent applications on both the Home page 
and the Search page. The user will have the option to select Application #, Patent #, PCT #, Publication 
#, and Intl. Design Reg. #. 

Select the search option, enter in the corresponding number, and click on the magnifying glass to 
obtain results. 

Patent Center search formats vary by the search type as described below. 

• Application Number: Use the format 99/999999 or 99/999,999 or 99999999 

• Patent Number: Use the format based on the patent type: 

o Utility: 99,999,999 or 99999999 

o Design: D9,999,999 or D9999999 

o Plant: PP99, 999 or PP99999 

o Reissue: RE99.9999 or RE99999 

• PCT: Use the format PCT/CCYY/99999 or PCT/CCYYYY/999999 

• Publication Number: Use the format US 9999-9999999 A9 or 9999-9999999 

• International Design Registration Number: Use the format DM/999,999 or DM/999999 
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The user is then directed to the Application data page after performing a successful search. 

Application data 
Detailed information for the searched application is displayed. Various hyperlinks on the left-hand side 
provide access to a range of application information that is available to the user. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If the application is associated to the user’s profile, a Private view indicator will display next to the 
application number at the top. This allows the user to make changes to the attorney docket number, 
update the entity status, and view additional information that is not available for public inspection. If 
the application is not associated to the profile, the Public view indicator will display. 
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Questions? 

Contact information for EBC 
Call or email the USPTO regarding any questions regarding the Patent Center steps, new features, or 
related matters. The USPTO Electronic Business Center (EBC) can be contacted directly using the 
information below. 

Weekday Operation: Monday – Friday: 9 AM - 8 PM (Eastern Time) 
 

Telephone: 1-866-217-9197 (toll-free) 571-272-4100 (local) 

Email: ebc@uspto.gov 

  

Other help guides and resources available 
Several quick start guides and resources are available from the Patent Center website that can help you 
understand how to use specific features in Patent Center. 

• DOCX Quick Start Guide 
• Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) Information 
• Sequence Listing Resource Center 

mailto:ebc@uspto.gov
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/patent-center
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/DOCX_QSG_Final.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics/international-protection/patent-cooperation-treaty
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/apply/sequence-listing-resource-center
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