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Quick Reference Guide 2024

In Patent Public Search’s Basic Search interface, you can copy direct links of multi-page pdf
images. This function is not available in the Advanced Search interface.

Go to Basic Search

On the Patent Public Search welcome page,
(https://www.uspto.gov/patents/search/patent-

public-search ) select “Basic Search.”

Searching patent or publication numbers

1. Enter a patent number or published
patent application number in the Quick
Lookup query box and select “Search.”
Patent numbers should be 7 digits with
leading zeroes if needed. If there is a
letter prefix for a design patent (D) or
plant patent (PP) it will take the place of a
digit in the 7-digit total. Utility patents
numbered greater than 10 million will
have 8 digits. (see Figure 2). Published
patent applications numbers should be 11
digits with the first four digits the
publication year.

2. Or, publication numbers can also be
searched using the two query boxes with
drop down field selections and Boolean
operators.

Welcome to Patent Public Search

The Patent Public Search tool is a new web-based patent search application that will replace internal legacy
search tools PubEast and PubWest and external legacy search tools PatFT and AppFT. Patent Public Search
has two user selectable modern interfaces that provide enhanced access to prior art. The new, powerful, and
flexible capabilities of the application will improve the overall patent searching process.

If you are new to patent searches, or want to use the functionality that was available in the USPTO’s
PatFT/AppFT, select ‘Basic Search’ to look for patents by keywords or common fields, such as inventor or
publication number. Select ‘Advanced Search” to use full query options as well as to further filter a patent
search by database or organize documents through tagging.

Advanced Search

Figure 1. Patent Public Search Welcome Page
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Search Results

Search results will appear at the bottom of the page. “Preview” will provide a pop-up view of the front
page of the patent or published patent application. "Text” will display the entire patent or published
patent application in HTML text in a new browser tab. Select "PDF” to view the entire pdf file in a new
browser tab.

Searchresults
Results for query "(9204578).pn." Showing 1to 10f 1recorc
Result # Document/Patent number Display Title Inventor name Publication date Pages

1 US-9204578-B2 Preview PDF Text Systems and methods for cooling  Smith; Kenneth Lane 2015-12-01 31
data centers and other electronic
equipment

Figure 4. Search Results

PDF with Direct Link

Use the download or print buttons on the right to download or print a copy of the pdf. The permanent web
link for the image may be copied and pasted. Your web browser may have buttons and URL bar in different
areas.
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Smith (45) Date of Patent: Dec. 1, 2015

Figure 5. PDF with direct link, download and print buttons

The direct link format can be used for other patents or published patent applications as well:

https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/####### for 7-digit utility patents
using leading zeroes to fill patents with fewer digits

https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/######## for 8-digit utility patents
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/D###### for 6-digit design patents
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/PP####i# for 5-digit plant patents

https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/yyyy##i#it## for published patent
applications

Note: Direct links only work for documents that are less than 1000 pages.


https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/####
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/D
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/PP
https://image-ppubs.uspto.gov/dirsearch-public/print/downloadPdf/yyyy
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