UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE




_

National Medal of Technology and
Innovation Nomination Process

Jayde Stewart

National Outreach Partnership Specialist
March 12, 2024

0 UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE &


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-session is being recorded
-go through presentation first, fairly quick, get to your questions
- ask questions in the chat and I’ll answer them after the short presentation


National Medal of Technology and Innovation
(NMTI)

America’s highest honor for technological achievement and innovation

« Awarded by the President at a
White House ceremony

* Honors outstanding contributions to
nation’s economic, environmental,
and social well-being through:

— Technological innovation

— Development & commercialization of
products, processes, or concepts

— Strengthening technological workforce


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Design for the National Medal of Technology is the work of medalist and sculptor Mico Kaufman, of North Tewksbury, Massachusetts. The design was selected from among a handful submitted by artists in 1984. The 3-inch medal was struck in bronze by the Medallic Art Company of Danbury, Connecticut.
The obverse side of the coin depicts the technologist as something of a modern "wizard," with a concentrated beam bouncing off the palm of his hand representing the input and the output of technology and of the innovation process. Inscribed around the image are the words "NATIONAL MEDAL OF TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION."
On the reverse is an eagle clutching an olive branch and arrows, encircled by the inscription "AWARDED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO," with a space provided to engrave a recipient's name.



Previous Laureates
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Over 220 medals awarded since 1985; 5-10 awarded a time
“You're all heroes in the cause of human progress.” President Reagan, 1985

Personal computing: Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak receive the National Medal of Technology from President Ronald Reagan. (Photo courtesy of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library) 
Overseeing design, construction and operation of TEVATRON particle accelerator: Helen Edwards receives the National Medal of Technology from President George H.W. Bush. (Photo courtesy of the George H.W. Bush Presidential Museum and Library) 
Co-Founder of Qualcomm, creating 3G cellular networks: Irwin Jacobs received the NMTI from President William J. Clinton. (Photo courtesy of the William J. Clinton Presidential Library and Museum) 
Electret microphone: James West receives the NMTI from President George W. Bush. (Photo courtesy of the National Science and Technology Medals Foundation) 
Rocket propulsion for communications satellites: Yvonne Brill receives the NMTI from President Barack Obama. (Photo by Arva Adams/USPTO) 




Previous Laureates
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Ashok Gadgil (video courtesy of the National Medals Foundation, 2022)




Nomination requirements

Medal is awarded to:

* Living American citizens

* |ndividuals

e Jeamsupto 4
individuals

« Companies/divisions or
noN-profits

First class of National Medal of TechnologyLaureatés,_} 985,
Photo: Ronald Reagan PresidentialLibrary
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Image of the first class of inductees in 1985

Medal can be awarded to:
Living U.S. citizens, 
teams of up to four living U.S. citizens, 
or companies/non-profits or divisions of companies/non-profits that are U.S. owned, defined as 50% of shares or assets are owned by U.S. citizens


Nomination process

* Anyone can submit
a homination:

— Online nomination form
WWW.USpto.gov/nmti

— Minimum T and maximum
o letters of
recommendation

— Nominations are valid for 3
years

— Deadline May 3
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Nomination Form: contact info, biographical info, self-nominations allowed

Recommendations: people who have 1st hand knowledge of nominee’s achievements, nominator sends them an email via the portal, letter writers upload to portal as PDF by the deadline. Nominator can see status of letters



http://www.uspto.gov/nmti

Djme > Learning and Resources > |P Programs and Awards > National Medal of Technology and Innovation (NMTI)

National Medal of Technology and Innovation
(NMTI)

Nominations (%' for 2024 now open through May 3.

ISign up for the USPTO Awards newsletter (4" to receive announcements about the
NMTI.

The National Medal of Technology and Innovation (NMTI) is the nation’s highest honor
for technological achievement, bestowed by the president of the United States on
America's leading innovators.

The Medal is awarded to individuals, teams (up to four individuals), companies or
divisions of companies for their outstanding contributions to America's economic,
environmental and social well-being. The purpose of the National Medal of Technology
and Innovation is to recognize those who have made lasting contributions to America's
competitiveness, standard of living, and quality of life through technological innovation, and to recognize those who have made
substantial contributions to strengthening the nation's technological workforce.

Website: www.uspto.gov/nmti
Questions? Email: nmti@uspto.gov

Want NMTI announcements and
updates?

Sign up for USPTO Awards newsletter
&

NMTI nomination
information

e Submit a nomination '

s Preview nomination questions

+ Nomination guidelines

+ Frequently asked questions

+ Sample recommendation letter

« NMTI flyer 2024

e 2024 NMTI Nomination Webinar
Information


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Screenshot: www.uspto.gov/nmti
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Home My Account

Login to Complete an
Application or to Access
Judging Panel

Email Address *

Password *

() remember lOSt password?

me

I'm not a robot

™ reCAPTCHA

Privacy - Terms

Login

Login with USPTO

Welcome to the nomination portal for the National Medal of Technology and Innovation!

Nominations for 2024 open February 5 to May 3, 2024.

The National Medal of Technology and Innovation (NMTI) is the nation's highest honor for technalogical achievement, bestowed
by the president of the United States.

The medal is awarded to individuals, teams (up to four individuals), companies or divisions of companies for their
outstanding contributions to America's ecanomic, environmental and social well-being. The award recognizes those who have
made lasting contributions to America’s competitiveness, standard of living, and quality of life, and strengthened the nation’s
technological workforce.

= .S, citizenship is required.

= Nominations are valid for 3 years.

= We encourage nominations of candidates from traditionally underrepresented groups.

Nomination guidelines, sample nomination forms, and other resources can be found at www.uspto.gov/nmti.

Watch a webinar answering questions about the nomination process recording from March 12, 2024,

We encourage all nominators to get in touch with the NMTI program staff with your questions. We want to help you submit a
quality application.

I Click here to Iog-in.| I
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Screenshot: www.uspto.gov/nmti


What makes a good nomination?

10

NMTI seeks to recognize outstanding
contributions to nation’s economic,
environmental, and social well-being
through technological innovation,
commercialization, or development of
technological workforce

Completed nomination form and 3-6 letters
directly address the contribution’s impact

Letters written by individuals who can
describe the impact of the innovation

Letters written by individuals from varied
organizations

NMTI Medal. Photo: Jay Premack/USPTO
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Letters should be written by individuals from varied organizations and backgrounds (i.e. they should not all come from the nominee’s workplace). 

The letters should reflect direct knowledge and expert understanding of the nominee and his/her work (aka. they should be experts in their field and know the nominee and their work directly.)


-

Evaluation criteria

1

Economic contributions: e.g., importance and breadth of penetration of the
technology, process or concept, including the number of industries/sectors
benefited; U.S. job creation/wages; contribution to U.S. economic growth

Environmental contributions: e.g., environmental stewardship; global climate
change; biodiversity; sustainable development

Social well-being contributions: e.g., U.S. global prestige and leadership; human
health; safety and security; social cohesiveness; greater personal time and leisure
activities

Development of technological workforce: Economic (e.g., increasing workforce
due to market demands or rapid development of education to meet demands) or
Social Well-Being (e.g., increasing diversity)

Challenges faced and overcome: technological, commercial, competitive, societal,
and time

See full Nomination Guidelines on www.uspto.gov/nmti
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“considered but not limited to…”

Challenges Overcome: technological, commercial, competitive, societal, and time – faced and overcome, including, but not limited to: the vision that was created; development and execution of a plan, including degree of vision, persistence, risk-taking, and barriers overcome; degree of technical challenge; degree of commercialization challenge; technical novelty; and development of an organizational culture and/or structure capable of germinating and nurturing repeated technological achievement and commercial success, including elements such as management leadership, strong and sustained human resources development, technology strategy and technology management linked to organizational strategy, an environment conducive to teamwork and cross-functional communications, customer orientation, and manufacturing flexibility and excellence.

http://www.nmti.gov/nmti

Selection

NMTI Evaluation Committee

«  Distinguished experts, including CEOs
and executives, university presidents
or faculty, former winners

. Reviews and evaluates all nominations

Makes their recommendations to
Secretary of Commerce who then
makes recommendations to the
President

12

Members

*Ms. Beena Ammanath, Executive Director, Global
Deloitte Al Institute

*Ms. Shellye Archambeau, CEO, MetricStream, Former
*Dr. Carol Dahl, Executive Director, The Lemelson
Foundation, Retired

*Mr. Orlando Figueroa, President, Orlando Leadership
Enterprise, NASA Retired

*Dr. Joe W. Gray, Professor Emeritus, Oregon Health &
Science University

*Dr. Paul Horn, Senior Vice Provost, New York University,
Retired

*Dr. Cato Laurencin®* Professor, University of Connecticut
*Dr. Douglas Lowy* Deputy Director, National Cancer
Institute

*Dr. Cherry Murray* Professor, University of Arizona

*Dr. Roderic Pettigrew, Inaugural Dean, Texas A&M
University

*Mr. Steven Sasson* Inventor, Eastman Kodak Company,
Retired

*Dr. Telle Whitney, CEO and President, Anita Borg
Institute for Women and Technology, Retired

* NMTI Laureate
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The National Medal of Technology and Innovation Nomination Evaluation Committee, a distinguished, independent committee.

-- reviews and evaluates all nominations for the NMTI. 
-- Committee members generally are Chief Executive Officers or former Chief Executive Officers; former winners of the National Medal of Technology and Innovation; presidents or distinguished faculty of universities; or senior executives of non-profit organizations. As such, they not only offer the stature of their positions but also possess intimate knowledge of the forces determining future directions for their organizations and industries. The committee as a whole is balanced in representing geographical, professional, and diverse interests. 
-- Drawn from both the public and private sectors and are appointed by the secretary for three-year terms, with eligibility for one reappointment.

-- appointed by the secretary of commerce, 
-- reviews and evaluates the merit of all candidates nominated through an open, competitive solicitation process.
-- makes its recommendations for medal candidates to the Secretary of Commerce, who in turn makes recommendations to the President for final selection. 

The National Medal of Technology and Innovation Laureates are announced by the White House and the Department of Commerce once the medalists are notified of their selection.




Celebrating the Laureates

White House ceremony

* Laureates are honored by the
President at White House
ceremony and reception

Black tie gala

» Gala to celebrate with friends,
family, colleagues, and
dignitaries from US
government

13

Gala dinner for NMTI Laureates. Photo: K. Makori/USPTO
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The National Medal of Technology and Innovation Laureates are announced by the White House and the Department of Commerce once the medalists are notified of their selection.



Now for your questions

14

Our goal is to help you
submit a quality
nomination!

Nominations of candidates
from historically
underrepresented groups
are encouraged

Remember, deadline May 3
Email: nmti@uspto.gov

Website:
www.uspto.gov/nmti

Nominate America’s
Leading Innovators
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Now time for questions- put them in chat

Joseph DeSimone, Cato Laurencin and Mark Humayan at most recent WH ceremony (for 2013-2014 medals, held in 2016)

Edith Flanigen, 2012, molecular sieves

mailto:nmti@uspto.gov
http://www.uspto.gov/nmti
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