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General Comment
 

There is currently a proposal to increase Plant Patent issue fees by more than 30% for Fiscal year 2017. 
On behalf of many horticulturists and plant breeders, we would like to request reconsideration of this 
increase. Horticulture is an industry of many small and mid­sized companies relying on new patented 
plant varieties to stimulate the plant buying market. 

Innovation is a long­term venture for companies of any size, from single employee companies, to those 
with several hundred. Before an application is made for plant patent, the inventor of a new variety may 
have many years of hybridizing and testing. 
Growers rely on new varieties to keep customers coming back every year for something new. New 
varieties are essential to the marketing program of nearly every grower. 

Horticulture is a labor­intensive industry faced with many regulations. It would be a great benefit to the 
horticulture industry to maintain patent costs at their current levels. A 30% increase in issue fees seems a 
bit steep for a small industry to absorb. 

https://www.fdms.gov/fdms/getcontent?objectId=090000648239b59b&format=xml&showorig=false 1/1 

https://www.fdms.gov/fdms/getcontent?objectId=090000648239b59b&format=xml&showorig=false
mailto:cassy@plantpatentagent.com
https://www.fdms.gov/fdms/getcontent?objectId=090000648239b59b&format=xml&showorig=false




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Comments - Cassandra Bright.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 4



		Passed: 26



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Skipped		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Skipped		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

