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Trademark Examination Policy

Register protection updates:
sanctions and expungement/reexamination



Administrative sanctions program 

Administrative 
review

• Used to evaluate rule violations 
such as signatures, certifications, 
representation, and domicile

USPTO.gov 
accounts • Used to monitor user roles and 

other violations of the terms of use

Practitioner 
referral to OED

• Used to refer suspicious attorney filing behavior to 
Office of Enrollment and Discipline (OED)

3



Sanctions program numbers

Calendar year
Number of 
show cause 

orders (SCO)

Number of 
final orders 

(OFS)

Terminated 
applications 

in OFS

Sanctioned 
registrations

in OFS

USPTO.gov 
accounts 

suspended (ID 
verification 8/6/22)

Individuals 
referred to 

OED

2019 68 1 2 0 n/a 10

2020 534 0 0 0 n/a 5

2021 3 3 12,576 3227 345 15

2022 6 36 5,885 70 18 20

2023 2 268 573 0 44 4

Total 613 308 19,036 3,297 407 51
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Attorney discipline (a)

• NY/NJ-licensed attorney contracted with several different Chinese firms 
(agreement: 12/17/2021)Tony Hom

• CA-licensed attorney contracted with Chinese entity, Sellergrowth
(agreement: 12/17/2021)  CA State Bar suspensionElizabeth Yang

• NY-licensed attorney contracted with several Chinese entities, including 
Shenmahui IP and Huanyee IP (agreement: 4/14/2022) (reinstated)Yi Wan

• FL/NY licensed patent attorney contracted with Chinese firms (agreement: 
4/20/22) FL State bar suspensionJonathan Morton

• NY-licensed attorney contracted with Dingji IP Co. (agreement: 5/12/2021) 
NY State Bar suspensionYiheng Lou

• CA-licensed attorney contracted with Indian entities, KA Partners, 
KAnalysis, KA Filing (agreement: 9/9/2021)  CA State Bar public reprovalDevasena Reddy
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Attorney discipline (b)
• Patent attorney/MA-licensed attorney contracted with 

Chinese IP firm (agreement: 9/24/2021) MA State Bar 
public reprimand

Bennett David
• CA-licensed attorney contracted with Chinese entity, 

Sellergrowth (agreement: 10/7/2021) CA State Bar 
suspension

Di Li
• WA/CA licensed attorney contracted with Chinese entities, 

Sellergrowth, Shenmate, and Xingyue (agreement: 
4/27/2022) WA State Bar suspension

Kathy Hao
• NY licensed attorney contracted with Chinese entities, 

Sellergrowth, Xinyi International IP, etc. (agreement: 
7/11/22) (reinstated)

Weibo Zhang
• Patent attorney/WA-licensed attorney contracted with 

Jinhua, Xing, and One Stop (agreement: 1/6/2023) WA 
State Bar suspension

Zhihua “Josh” Han 
• TX/CA-licensed attorney, fraudulent signatures (Final 

decision following default before ALJ: 8/9/2022) TX State 
Bar suspension

Daoyou Tim Liu
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Attorney discipline (c)
• NY/PA-licensed attorney contracted with Tony Hom, 

Wuzhou Puhua IP Group (excluded on consent from 
USPTO practice: 6/16/2023) Kevin Gallagher

• Patent/IL-licensed attorney contracted with Sellergrowth, 
Chinese filing firm (agreement: 5/1/2023) (reinstated)Jifeng Song
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Sanctions takeaways

• By the numbers:
– 308 orders for sanctions terminating over 19,000 invalidly filed 

applications and sanctioning 3200 invalid registrations

– 407 USPTO.gov account suspensions

– 51 individuals referred to OED for investigation and possible 
discipline

– 14 settlement agreements with attorneys regarding violations of the 
USPTO’s Rules of Professional Conduct related to the US counsel rule

8



Trademark Modernization Act (TMA) nonuse 
cancellation: expungement and reexamination

• Third party petition requesting 
institution of either expungement 
(never been used) or reexamination 
(no use by relevant date) proceedings

Third party 
petitions –

proceedings 
before the 
Director

• Director can institute proceedings for 
expungement or reexamination based 
on her own initiative without a petition

Director-
initiated 

proceedings
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TMA Petition numbers
December 2021 – July 28 2023

Type of 
proceeding

Petitions 
Filed

Instituted 
proceedings

Non-
Institutions

Terminated 
Proceedings

No 
Cancellation Cancellation

# goods or 
services 

cancelled

Expungement 170 total
55 YTD 87 57 59 3 45 515 out of 

520

Reexamination 180 total
72 YTD 91 66 54 7 45 1635 out of 

1645

Total 350 total
127 YTD 178 122 113 10 90

2150 out of  
challenged 

2165

• Are petitions meeting the evidentiary burden?
- Institution rate is 59% 

• Are the proceedings worth it for petitioners? 
- Cancellation rate for instituted proceedings is 90%
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TMA Director-instituted numbers
December 2021 – July 28 2023

Type of proceeding Institutions Terminated 
proceedings No Cancellation Full or partial 

cancellation
# goods or 

services cancelled

Director initiated
expungement 11 4 0 3 52 out of 52

Director initiated 
reexamination 141 39 0 34 578 out of 

578

Total 152 43 0 37 630 out of 
630

Are these proceedings effective at eliminating deadwood?
• Director-initiated cancellation rate: 100%
• Director + petition proceeding cancellations = 2780 out of 2795 goods/services cancelled
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Specimen 
farm (a)

Atypical features

QSeel’s Red1985 
storefront has a large 
variety of unrelated 
products

The listings may 
include the identical 
product image, but a 
different mark 
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Specimen farm (b)
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Trademark 
auction 
sites

Trademarksea.com 
has at least 5000 
registrations listed 
for sale
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Scam awareness
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TMA takeaways
• By the numbers:

– 350 total petitions filed
• 178 institutions + 122 non-institutions (59% institution rate)
• Cancelled 2150 goods or services out of 2165 challenged

– 152 Director initiated proceedings
• Cancelled 630 goods or services out of 630 challenged
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Communications and marketing
Trademark Examination Policy



New filing receipt
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TM Alerts

www.uspto.gov/about-
us/subscription-center
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Guidance and notices 
Trademark Examination Policy



• New software signed documents exam guide
• Upcoming domicile address exam guide
• Upcoming Federal Register Notices

– Attorney recognition public roundtable: 9/26/23
– ID verification for attorney sponsored accounts

Guidance and notices
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TM exam guides
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