& UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

DEMO
of

PATENT
APPLICATION
INITIATIVES

—-

and

Data Visualization Center

Data Visualization Center

Your window to the USPTO




) UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Patents Trademarks IP Policy

1. Getting Started

Learn more about the fees a

2. Application Process

3. Maintaining Your Patent

Patent Tools & Links

Q PatFT AppFT

Search for Patents

‘_‘ EFS-Web

File Online

Find existing patents, published patent File & patent application online with
applications and other published EFS-Web
patent documentation

www.uspto gov[ patent

Learning and Resources

a
& Quick Links v

Maintaining a Patent

iated with maintaining a patent.

Maintenance Fees
More Patent and Trademark
Services
» Patents Assignmant
Search Ownership
> Patent Litigation

PAIR
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Accelerated Examinati

Exacutive Ac
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Patent Examiner Technical

Training Program
Patents for Humanity

Third-Party Preissuance
Submissicns

Site Exparience Education

{SEE) Program

Software Partnership

Track One

First Action Interview
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USPTO Patent Application Initiatives
Timeline

Text Version

The USPTO Patent Application Initiatives Timeline displays various programs and initiatives that are available
to applicants during each phase of the application process. Each program is designed to advance the progress
of a patent application and to provide applicant assistance.

Program titles in the Timeline can be selected to access specific details on objectives and
requirements.

Headings within each column can be selected to access a detfl @ provides a comparison of the

Click here

If you have general questions about filing your patent application, please contact our Customer Support

programs and initiatives,

Center.
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USPTO Patent Application Initiatives -
Prior to Examination
Then Click here

Prior To Examination

View the Patent Application Initiatives Timeliny

During Examination » _gJf

Examination  Full First Patent

Track One Collabarative  [Design Action Prosecution
[Prieritized Acceleratod  Senrch Pilot Applications  Tnterviow  Highway Glossary Orebudsman
Examination)  Examination  (C5P) Only) Pilot (PPH) Pilat Program
Description The goal is Accelerated An applicant The goal of Under An applicant Focus on The Patents
toprovides  emsmination  witha this this receiving & enhancing Ombudsman
final pravides cornespanding  programis Program. nuling from claim clarity  Progeam
dupasition appilicant applicationin o orovide an the Office of in thee enhances the
within twebve  the either fapan npedited applizant specification  USPTEs ability
manths, an opportunity  of Koresmay L isentitied of software- 1o assit
average. of to h-J\.e.fI’\é| requesta ol 2 Design to a first related apelicants or
prioiti; disposition collaborative B action A their
status being of an serial (JPO) o ’"::IR‘_""_” interview,  claim in an representatives
granted. appication parallel (KIPO) {fleneficy upen application with issues
Leaer about  in 12 search priot o request, filed in the glossasies. that arise
Track One manths ertering the prior o OfE s duning patent
statistics Leam about the first patertable application
Accalorated Office may request
Examination actionon  that the Office
statstics Examination the of Later
of your merits. Examination
application (OLE) fast-
under CSP 5 track
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USPTO Patent Application Initiatives -
During Examination

During Examination

View the Patent Application Initiatives Timeline

« Prior to Examination
After Close of Prosecution »

Petition to Make General Interview
Special Ombudsman Program Practice

Description Applications will not be  The Patents Ombudsman The USFTO encourages
advanced out of turn Program enhances the USPTO's  examiners to
for examination or for ability to assist applicants or take a proactive
further action except their representatives with issues  approach to
as provided by this that arise during patent examination by
part. application prosecution. reaching out and

engaging our
stakeholders in an
effort to resolve
issues and shorten

prosecution.
Program Start Circa 1271959 0472010
Date
Currently Active Yes Yes Yes
{accepting

applications)
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Accelerated Examination
Executive Actions

Glossary Initiative

Patent Application Initiatives

Patent Examiner Technical
Training Program

Third-Party Preissuance
Submissions

Site Experience Education
(SEE) Program

Software Partnership
First Action Interview

Innovation Festival

USPTO's Prioritized Patent Examination
Program

Need to FAST track your patent? Use Track One!

Fast innovation is America’s competitive edge. If you need to maove your ideas

1rqck°n e quickly, USPTO's Track One prioritized examination will allow you to get a final

e disposition within about twelve months. The USPTO offers Track One far
priaritized examination of your utility and plant patent applications. Track One gives your application special
status with fewer requirements than the current accelerated examination program and without having to
perfarm a pre-examination search.

Prioritized examination is available for a fee at the time of filing an original utility or plant application. A single
request for prioritized examination may be granted for a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in a plant or

utility application.

What are users saying about Track One!
Statistics for prioritized examination are reported below.
« Prioritized Examination Request Form PTO\AIA\424
« EFS-Web Quick Start Guide for Prioritized Examination (Track One) (November 2013)
- Changes to Permit Delayed Submission of Certain Requirements for Prioritized Examination Interim Rule
(79 Fed. Reg. 12386, March 5, 2014)#
« Prioritized Examination (Track One) Final Rule (76 Fed. Reg. 59050, September 23, 2011)
« Prioritized Examination (RCE) Final Rule (76 Fed. Reg. 78566, December 19, 2011)

* Prioritized Examination Frequently Asked Questions

“ Up-to-date statistics for Track One can be found on the USPTO Dashboard.

fter Final Consideration Pilot 2.0

The After Final Consideration Pilot 2.0 (AFCP 2.0) has been extended through September 30, 2016. AFCP 2.0 is
part of the USPTO's on-going efforts towards compact prosecution and increased collaboration between

examiners and stakeholders.
AFCP Response Form (PTO-2323)
The AFCP Response Form (PTO-2323) is designed to enhance communication between the Office and applicant.

In response to an AFCP 2.0 submission, applicant will receive a specialized AFCP 2.0 form (PTO-2323) that will
communicate the status of the submission. If applicable, the form will also accompany an interview summary.
The form is designed to more clearly indicate how the AFCP submission was treated by the examiner. Office
communications containing the AFCP 2.0 response form have been issuing since November 2014.

AFCP 2.0 authorizes additional time for examiners to search and/or consider responses after final rejection.
Under AFCP 2.0, examiners will also use the additional time to schedule and conduct an interview to discuss the
results of their search and/or consideration with you, if your response does not place the application in
condition for allowance. In this way, you will benefit from the additional search and consideration afforded by

the pilot, even when the results do not lead to allowance.

To be eligible for consideration under AFCP 2.0, you must file a response under 37 CFR §1.116, which includes a
request for consideration under the pilot (Form PTO/SB/434) and an amendment to at least one independent
claim that does not broaden the scope of the independent claim in any aspect. Please see the notice published
in the Federal Register at 78 Fed. Reg. 29117 for a complete description of how to request consideration
under AFCP 2.0. As was the case with the AFCP, examiners will continue to use their professional judgment to
decide whether the response can be fully considered under AFCP 2.0. This will include determining whether any
additional search is required and can be completed within the allotted time, in order to determine whether the

lication can be all d.
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Specials
First Action Allowance Rate - First Action Interview Pilot cases vs. all new
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Need to FAST track your patent? Use Track One!

( Eietiatiees
Fast innowvation is America’s competitive edge. If you need to move your ideas

Accelerated Examination irGCkan e quickly, USPTO's Track One prioritized examination will allow you to get a final

P " disposition within about twehve months. The USPTO offers Track One for
' pricritized examination of your utility and plant patent applicaticns. Track One gives your application special Track One Pe ndency From Petition Grant to First Office Action = EJ
= rial status with fewer requirements than the current accelerated examination program and without having to
perform a pre-examination search.
A At
Prioritized examination is available for a fee at the time of filing an original utility or plant application. A single
request for prioritized examination may be granted for a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in a plant or
- - Track One First Office Action pendency is the average
utility application. number of months from the Track One pelition grant date to
the date a First Office Action is mailed by the USPTO.
i 1
WhEIt IEFE‘ USE':S saylng abo!"lt T'rack Onel! The Track One first action pendency number displayed is the
Statistics for prioritized examination are reported below. average for all Track One applications that have had a first
office action mailed since inception of the program.
Rxaticn + Prigritized Examination Request Form PTOVAIA\424
+ EFS-Web Quick Start Guide for Prioritized Examination (Track One) (November 2013)
= Changes to Permit Delayed Submission of Certain Requirements for Prioritized Examination Interim Rule
Sof (79 Fed. Reg. 12386, March 5, 2014) Cumulative Through
+ Prioritized Examination (Track One) Final Rule (76 Fed. Reg. 53050, September 23, 2011) March 2016
Track One « Prioritized Examination (RCE) Final Rule (76 Fed. Reg. 78566, December 19, 2011)
Fst Acion e + Prioritized Examination Frequently Asked Questions - -
ation Festiva h h@r Track One Pendency From Petition Grant To Final Disposition afy
Y Up-to-date statistics for Track One can be found on e USPTO Dashboard e
Track One Pendency From Petition Grant To Final
Dispaosition is the average number of months from the Track
One petition grant date to the date a Final Rejection, a
Notice of Abandonment, or a Notice of Allowance is mailed
by the USPTO.
The Track One final disposition number displayed is the
average for all Tr?ck One applications that have received a
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Learn how a federal trademark registration can help you protect your

rights to a brand name or logo, and how federal trademark
registration will enhance your rights.

Get Started

Data Visualization Center

Has your invention already

been patented at the USPTO?
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The USPTO Dashboards
Patents Dashboard <— Then Clle here

Kansas Regional Independent

Learn About the Process Fees and Payment

Inventors Conference

Trademarks Dashboard

Patents Trademarks Fees and Payment Texas Regional Independent
Pay fees and learn more about filing fees and other Inventors Conference Office of Policy and International Affairs Dashboard
@ General Information @ Trademark Basics payments.
Concerning Patents Learn about trademarks and find out if Executive Biographies Patent Trial and Appeal Board Dashboard
Find out if a utility, design, or plant it's right for you to apply for . )
- N Find by Subject A-Z Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Dashboard
patent is right for you registration
Initiatives
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;= Patent Process Overview
An overview of a patent application
and maintenance process

Q, search for Patents
Find existing patents, published patent
applications and other published
patent documentation

See more patents resources

News & Updates

APRIL 20, 2016

o

See more trademarks resources

Trademark Process
An overview of a trademark application
and maintenance process

Search Trademark Database
Search database for trademark
registrations and applications by mark,
owner, or serial/registration number
with Trademark Electronic Search
System (TESS)

Subscribe to updates

Enhanced Patent Quality Initiative

Learn about USPTO efforts to increase patent quality.

Open data and mobility

We hold a treasure trove of data and we're giving it

to you. The USPTO open data initiative is in full
swing.

Data Visualization Center

Your access to Patents, Trademarks, Office of External
Affairs, and Patent Trial and Appeal...
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Your window to the USPTO

175 First Office Action pendency is the average number of
maonths from the patent application filing date to the date
a First Office Action is malled by the USPTO. Our goal is
1o reduce first action pendency o an average of 10
manthe by 2018. The term “pendency” refers to the fact
17 that the application is pending or awaiting a decision,

=] @ This measure of First Office Action Pendency indudes.
£ the time until a first action by the USPTO, as well as any
March 2016 Patents Data, at a Glance af g time awaiting a reply from an appiicant 1o submit ai
E parts of their application. The first action pendency

In response to public comment, we have redesigned the Patents Data Visualization Center. We hope you find
he Dashboard useful. If you have any questions, comments, or feedback, please click here to send an e-mail
to the Dashboard administrator.

number displayed, measured in months, is the average
fer all applications thal have a First Office Action mailed
over a three-month (one quarter) pericd.

[ ‘ March 2016 L v——

12,
View the last two years

TRADITIONAL QUALITY

TOTAL COMPOSITE P

PENDENCY - -
(MONTHS) Traditional Total Pendency afy

The Patent Composite was discontinued at the e iscal Year 2015 and new
quality metrics are currently being baselined. Fg i

28
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Unexamined Patent Application Backlog 2%

The unexamined patent application backlog is the
number of new utility, plant, and reissue (UPR) patent
applications in the pipaline at any given time which are
awaiting a First Office Action by the patent examiner.

Continuation, continuation-in-part, and divisional
520,000 apphicalions are included in the total
Application filings are ulility, plant, and reissve (UPR)
380,000 filings, or the incoming patent application workload
The bar chart reflects the cumulative number of
application filings this fiscal year in sach of the
i preceding three months. Continuation, continuation-in-
warl, divisional, and Regues! lor Cenlinued
Examination (RCE) applications are included in the
130,000 otal,
Mole: FY 2018 filings are preliminary and will be
0 finalized in November 2016.

. March 2016 — ) January February March
Amendment Turnaround Data Design Data W application fiings Backiog vs. applicalion fings
B application backlog

View the last two years of backlog data

650,000

\m

RCE BACKLOG

BACKLOG

applications
g
g
<

Pendency Data Quality Data

Eentzal Ree;:;:ra'llnatlon it Production, Backlog, and Filing Data

. P -
After Final Response Data Patent Term Adjustment Data Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Backlog a7

100,000 The Request for Continued Examination
(RCE) backlog is the number of patent

applications in the pipeline, at any given time,
which are awaiting an intital action after a
request for continued examination is filed.

Special Program Data Petition Data 80,000
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