
For full program details and definition, see websites listed on the reverse side.   Pendency data as of: September 2013  

Track One Prioritized Examination Accelerated Examination Patent Prosecution Highway 

$4000 fee 
$2000 small entity fee, $1000 micro entity fee 

$140 petition fee 
$70 small entity fee, $35 micro entity fee No additional fee 

Limited to four independent claims and no more 
than 30 total claims 

Limited to three independent claims and no more than 
20 total claims (no multiple dependent claims) No claim limit (Normal excess claim fees apply) 

No examination support documents required Requires preexamination search documents and 
an examination support document 

Entry based upon at least one allowable claim 
in counterpart foreign application 

Follows normal interview practice Examiner interview required before issuing an 
Office Action Follows normal interview practice 

Continuations and RCEs are eligible for the program Continuations are eligible for the program Continuations are eligible for the program 
(before first action is issued) 

Number of applications admitted to the program 
limited to 10,000 per fiscal year 

No limit on number of applications admitted 
to the program per year 

No limit on number of applications admitted 
to the program per year 
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USPTO programs offering fast and efficient patent examination 
 

The USPTO has established procedures under which examination of a patent application may be expedited. The USPTO will advance an application 
for examination providing special considerations are met.  Visit individual program sites on USPTO.gov for more details.  

First Action in less than 5 months and final disposition objective is within 12 months 
• Faster time to first action 
• Request must be filed via EFS web and fee required at the time of filing 

• No additional examination-related support documents  
• Application limited to no more than 30 total claims (4 independent claims maximum) 
• Prioritization fee: $4000 ($2000 small, $1000 micro) 

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/Track_One.jsp 
 

Track One 
Prioritized 

Examination  

Accelerated 
Examination 

Provides accelerated prosecution following favorable results from a participating foreign office 
• Entry based upon at least one allowable claim in counterpart foreign application 
• First Office action within 2-3 months of petition grant 
• Request must be submitted prior to a first action 
• No limit on the number of claims 

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp 
 

Patent 
Prosecution 

Highway 

WANT AN EXAMINATION QUICKLY? 

First Action in less than 5 months and final disposition objective is within 12 months 
• Faster time to first action 
• Petition, petition fee, preexamination search, and an “Examination Support Document” required at the time of filing 
• Promotes personal interviews prior to issuance of first Office action 
• Application limited to 20 claims (3 independent claims maximum) 

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/accelerated/index.jsp 
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