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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Meet the Team . ..

Members of the Office of Innovation Development (from left to right] David Jones, Cathie Kirik, John Calvert, Sve
Purvis, Anthony Knight, Messina Smith, Dennis Forbes, Alexander Camarota, Elizabeth Dougherty, Bruce Mihalick,
and Michael Razavi.
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Physically Located — Madison West, 15t Floor
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Madison West, 15t Floor — Come Visit!

United States Patent and Trademark Office
Center for Innovation Development
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Basic Facts - OID

—/——

* Formedin 2011

* Objective: ensuring independent inventors,
small businesses/ entrepreneurs, university
inventors, and minority/under served
populations better understand, secure, and
utilize IP, with a focus on patents

e Expansion of previous Office of Independent
Inventor Programs
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Broad Range of Long Term and Ad Hoc
Engagements and Programs — Unique Stakeholders

Independent Minority/Under
Inventors Served

Pro Se Inventors Communities
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Innovators

— Independent

Inventors

Pro Se Inventors

* |Inventor Conferences and Satellite Office Saturday
Seminars

e Support for Inventor Organizations

* Participation in Inventor attended events

* |Inventors Resource Page on USPTO Website
* |Inventors Eye Bi-Monthly publication
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Inventors on the USPTO Web Site

http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/index.jsp

] ® 2

Patents for kmenicrs Trademarks for iweniors  Invendors Assisionon

0 A o

Educa_’|m and _|n‘ulrr_hc|!ion %:.Dr.n P!Wm'ﬂbn!’\ Pro S - Pro Bona
o I
= .+ — -~
= %
1
n M
ALV adih
Cumront Evorts $icte Rosourcss Invonkon Eve
It s rwmrtor a#a-tar ma
[Em—
[ ﬂ
coain [Tl




UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

AlA Videos
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Inventors Eye Bi-monthly Publication

http://www.uspto.gov/inventors/independent/index.jsp

eye :

The USPTO’s publication for the independent inventor community

The Dreams ldeas Are Made Of

Ideas. They pop in and out of our minds a thousand times a day, and sometimes, if we're lucky, one of them is
good enough to launch an invention, a story, or a life-long pursuit

Read More v

Invention Ambassadors (from left to right) Vinod Veedu, Karen Burg, Paul Sanberg, Paul Stamets,
Sorin Grama.

In this issue

Jreams ldeas Are Made of

s for the Summertime Blues

Spark of Genius

Growing the Distance

events and announcements

st and September

network

Organiz

past issues

April 2014
February 2014
December 2013
November 2013
August 2013
June 2013

April 2013

November 2012
August 2012

June 2012
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Pro Se Pilot Program
Assistance and Examination Shops

—/——

* In response to White House Executive Action
* Target Launch Date, October 1, 2014

e Art Unit of approximately 15 examiners dedicated to
examining predominantly pro se applications

e Estimated will handle 500 applications during year
long pilot

— Applications to be selected from oldest undocketed
inventory of pro se applications

 Complimentary Pro se assistance shop to be located
in OID

e e
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Assisting the Engine of the Economy

—/——

* Annual Women’s Entrepreneurship Symposium
* |P Assessment Tool

* SBIR/STTR Participation

e Support to Cornell Tech Partnership

e Support to Business Incubators

e e
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IP Awareness Assessment Tool

ipAwarenessAssessment bkl uspto NIST

I A business and inventors IP evaluation tool

Welcome o the Intellectuz] Property Awarensss Assessment Tool, The [P Assessment inchedes the

IP Awareness Assessment

below five general categories, ©
IP Strategies & Best Practices
International IP Rights

IP Asset Tracking

Licensing Technology to Others
Using Technology of Others

The IP Awareness Assessment,
developed under the joint efforts of
united States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) and Mational Institute
of standards and
Technology/Manufacturing Extensicn
Partnership (NIST/MEP), allows you to

LR

all can take or, which may be owstomized through 3 Pre-

. « Copyrights
assess your intellectual property . Déri‘;ngpatents
awareness. Following the completion »+ Trademarks
of the assessment, you will receive a * Tr'_a_de Secrets

» Utility Patents

customized training material. Learn
more

tegories of IP Assets so they hawve an opportunity to opt out of ertsin

stomizer o Pre-zssessment or may opt 1o teke the full zsssssment of ten

Feedback The fu
your feedback and comments are reduce the required time by 10-15 minutes,

assessment requires about 20-30 minutes to complete, The customizer or Pre-sssessment can

crucial for improving the 1P

Awareness Assessment.
enter the IP Awareness Assessme
Inventor A Program
Before starting the assessment, please note:

= Zav ink for thi az a favorit

Important Motice

Please note that any informaticn

provided here does not constitute

legal advice, but is intended to -
increase your IP awareness. When

filing an application for obtaining

specific IP rights, it is recommended -
that you obtain professional legal

assistance. The IP Awareness
Assessment contains links to external
websites. USPTO does not maintain
those external sites and is not
responsible for the material found
therein.
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Diverse Audiences

T— \Y

inority/Under
Served

Communities

* Collaboration with DOC-MBDA
 White House Council on Women and Girls Working Group
* Library program

 Former collaboration with NAIPEC, continued efforts with
TCUs

e Collaborations with HBCUs
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MBDA on-going Webinar Series

u s t o V search for patents | search for trademarks
2 % Search our site
The United States and Trademark Office

an agency of the Department of Commerce

PATENTS | TRADEMARKS | IP LAW & POLICY | PRODUCTS & SERVICES | INVENTORS | NEWS & NOTICES | FAQs | KIDS | ABOUT US

MBDA and USPTO Host
Webinar Series for Business
Owners

The Minority Business Development Agency
(MBDA) and the USPTO will conduct a free
three-part webinar series August 12-14 to
help business owners understand the
intellectual property process.
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The Next Generation

—/—

* Conducted in cooperation with Patents and HR hiring
efforts

— Provide IP education to Freshman, Junior, and Senior level
engineering/science classes. Some law school, business, and
entrepreneurship classes.

* Meet with technology transfer offices, faculty, and student
organizations

e e
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University Related Outreach

—/——

* Develop collaborations with National
Academy of Inventors, NCIIA, and AUTM

e Participate Collegiate Inventors Competition

e Participate in National Conferences for Diverse
Engineering/Science Societies, e.g. SHPE

e e
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General Pu

ic Engagement for IP
Education

—/——

* White House Executive Actions

* Smithsonian Institution Collaboration

* Maker Faires

 World IP Day

* Boy Scouts of America

* Celebration of Patent Milestones

e USPTO Tours and Visitor Educational Programs

e e



OID integrally involved
developing content and

implementation
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White House Executive Actions

search for pat&nts search for trademarks
Search our site >

an agency of the Deparfment of Commerce

PATENTS | TRADEMARKS | IP LAW & POLICY | PRODUCTS & SERVICES | INVENTORS | NEWS & NOTICES | FAQs | KIDS | ABOUT US

Home Page s PATENTS #» Inftistives & Events

Patent Search
Patent Process
Patent Classification
Patent Forms
Litigation

Statistics

Electronic Business Center

Procedures
Resources and Guidance

Office of Data Management

Announcements

Tnitiatives & Events

» Biotechnoloy, ' ~hemical / Pharmaceutical

Conferences
« Patent Cooperation Treaty
« Patent Prosecution Highway
« Patents for Humanity

International Cooperation

Employee Locator

Patent Laws, Regulations, Polides &

USPTO-led Executive Actions on High Tech Patent Issues

PATENT LITIGATION FUNCTIONAL CLAIMING GLOSSARIES ATTRIBUTABLE OWNERSHIP

CLAIMING CGlOSSARIEE ATTRIELUTARIE OWHNERSHIE OLITRE

On June 4, 2013, President Obama announced five executive actions “to help bring about greater transparency to the patent
system and level the playing field for innovators, " Four of these actions were undertaken by the USFTO. On February 20,
2014, the President announced three new initiatives aimed at encouraging innovation and strengthening the “quality and
accessibility of the patent system.” Below is a summary of the initiatives that the USPTO has implemented to realize the
President’s vision.

@ Announcements
Executive Action 1: Attributable Patent Ownership (formerly "Real Party in Interest”

@ Executive Action 2: Clarity in Patent Claims (formerly "Tightening Functional Claiming”)
® Executive Action 3: Empowering Downstream Lisers
@ Executive Action 4: Expanded Qutreach and Focused Study
@ Executive Action 5: Crowdsourding Prior Art
& Executive Action &: More Robust Technical Training and Expertise
@ Executive Action 7: Patent Pro Bono and Pro Se Assistance
@ Further Information
® Resources
® Contact Us
Announcements
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Smithsonian Institution Collaboration

—/——

e Activities to occur over period of years at a
variety of Sl venues

e MOA between USPTO and SI

* Modification of previous MOA for
collaboration at Sl Arts and Industries Building

e e
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How Do We Achieve?

—/——

* Through dedicated OID staff, USPTO persons
on detail to OID, and collaborating with others
within the USPTO and external to the USPTO.

— Many thanks to USPTO colleagues in:
* Patents
* Trademarks
* The Global Intellectual Property Academy
* The Office of Policy and International Affairs
* The Office of Education

e e
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Some of Our Many Collaborators

_’ F/\(\

MINORITY BUSINESS ALEL_A

D e O Caeecy 7 American Intellectual Property Law Association

b Serving America's Legal and Creative Community

invent now

NIST

National Institute of
I/ Standards and Technology . r
il U.S. Department of Commerce . i GOV
e ) ) i
UIR ’ N t ! I U.5. Small Business Administration

The United Inventors Association
{ \ NationaL ACADEMY OF INVENTORS

—'NCIIA T2
& 4o g 3
M%wﬂ“‘n Q‘L

¥ 9 INTELLECTUAL
Y ‘(Q PROPERTY BU_S]IIGSSUSA

Dizcover. Connect. Grow

Creativity in Bloom
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Contact Us

—./—_

e Office of Innovation Development

www.uspto.gov/inventors
571.272.8877
independentinventor@uspto.gov

e Elizabeth.dougherty@uspto.gov
571.272.7733
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