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Itis estimated that this application will receive an Office action in approximately 3 months. Thisis
an estimate that is based on the current inventory level of applications filed n this art area and.
the current staffing levels in this Art Unit. The USPTO is dedicated to minimizing first action and.
total pendency, and we are targeting resources to help address backlogs in art areas with high
new application flings. Thank you for your inquiry.
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Private PAIR Quick Start Guide

Introduction

Welcome to Private PAIR, the United States Patent and Trademark Office’s safe, simple, and secure means of electronically viewing the status of your patent applications and downloading your patent material.  This Quick Start guide will provide you with the information you need in order to rapidly understand how to view the status of your patent applications using an Internet web browser.  This guide also includes a brief overview of the process and screen shots that identify critical components of the product.

Before you login to the secure Private PAIR web site, there are a few important facts you should know:

· Private PAIR is a web-based tool that can be accessed from any web-enabled computer anywhere on the Internet.

· Private PAIR uses the same strong digital encryption to secure your transaction.

Private pair – Sign On  

To access Private PAIR go to http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/home and click on the ‘Private PAIR’ link on the left-hand navigation bar.
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR)

= Display issued or published patent application status.

= Access public application image file wrapper, indluding: patents, published application documents and applications to which a
patented or published application claims domestic priority.

= Private PAIR for Registered customers provides secure access to your pending application documents.

Public PAIR >

Brivate PAIR (Beta participants unf‘ >

= Search class/subclass combinations asociated with each Group Art Unit for patent examination purposes.

GAU - Class/Subdlass Search >

Patent Electronic

ing (Beta participants only)

= Electronic Patent Filing for Unregistered eFilers.
= Electronic Patent Filing for Registered eFilers using assigned Customer Number and a Digital Certificate for secure access to
application documents.

Unregistered efiler >
Reaistered efiler >

Trademark Document Retrieval (TDR)

= Displays the electronic file wrapper of U.S. Trademark applications and Extensions of Protection, and U.S. Trademark
Registrations.

= Displays information contained in the USPTO records regarding Intemational Registrations and applications for Intemational
Registration filed under the Madrid system through the U.S.

TR >

= Enter multiple U S Registration numbers and print or download the U S Registration Certificates in a single file.

US Registration Certificates >

Other eBusiness Applications

= Search for USPTO employees by name, telephone number or organization.
Emplovee Locator >
= Find more USPTO eBusiness applications.

USPTO Electronic Business Center >





Figure 1  -  USPTO Portal Home Page
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NOTICE
Use of EFS-Web and Private PAIR is restricted to approved Beta participants.
The Beta production environment may be subject to frequent modification and maintenance activities. Please remember to save all work.
We appreciate your patience and support during this important step toward our future on-line patent filing environment.
Enter Unregistered eFiler
Enter Registered eFiler

If you need help:

o Call the Patent Electronic Business Center at (866) 217-9197 (toll free) or e-mail EBC@uspto.cov for specific questions about Patent e-Filing.
o Send general questions about USPTO programs to the USPTO Contact Center (UCC) .
« If you experience technical difficulties or problems with this application, please report them via e-mail to Electronic Business Support or call 1 800-786-9199.




Figure 2  -  Private PAIR Beta Notification Screen

To start the Private PAIR 6.0 Beta version from your browser:

(1) Navigate to the URL:  http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/home
(2) The system displays the external portal home page (see Figure 1)

(3) Click on the link labeled “Private PAIR (Beta Participants only)”

(4) The system displays the Private PAIR Beta notice (see Figure 2)

(5) (5) Click on the link labeled “Enter Private PAIR”

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

Private PAIR User LOGIN

A Registered user has both an assigned Customer Number and a Digital Certificate for secure access to application documents.

You may either be working as the certificate holder or under the authority of the certificate holder.
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If you need help:
o Call the Patent Electronic Business Center at (866) 217-9197 (toll free) or e-mail EBC@uspto.cov for specific questions about Patent e-Filing.
o Send general questions about USPTO programs to the USPTO Contact Center (UCC) .
o If you experience technical difficulties or problems with this application, please report them via e-mail to Electronic Business Support or call 1

800-786-9196.





Figure 3  -  Private PAIR Login Screen

(1) The system displays the Private PAIR login screen (see Figure 3), which replaces the Entrust Direct client login.  The “Browse” button should be used to navigate to the location of the user PKI certificate file (“.epf”)

(2) Enter PKI certificate password and press the “Authenticate” button

Private PAIR

Application Search Process

Once you have signed on and entered your search criteria for “Search for Application”, the tab structure at the top of the screen expands to show you the available data components of your application.  
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Figure 4  -  Private PAIR Search Screen

TIP! The [image: image5.png]


 icons are informational icons.  If you see an [image: image6.png]


, click on it, and you'll receive information about that section of the site.
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If you need help:

« Call the Patent Electronic Business Center at (866) 217-9197 (toll free) or e-mail EEC@uspto.qov for specific questions about Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR).

« Send general questions about USPTO programs to the USPTO Contact Center (UCC) .

« If you experience technical dificulties or problems with this application, please report them via e-mail to Electronic Business Support or
call 1 800-786-9199.





Figure 5  -  Private PAIR Application Data
NOTE! Tabs allow you to move forward and backwards to Private PAIR  pages.  However you can only move forward if you have been on that page.

New Features in Private PAIR
For current Private PAIR users, new features have been added in Private PAIR.   The first feature is Supplemental Content.  Private PAIR allows access to Supplemental Content data such as Sequence Listings, mega table sections that would be stored as artifacts, and other mega/non-TIFF image items. 
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Available Supplemental Content by File Types

[This page gives you information about the nUMDEr of sequences, metatables and other types of supplemental content ftems
|associated with the application you requested. Select a link below to obtain version listings and/or download specific files.

|Supplemental Content File Types
Sequences
Megatables
Search Results
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If you need help:

« Call the Patent Electronic Business Center at (866) 217-9197 (toll free) or e-mail EEC@uspto.qov for specific questions about Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR).

« Send general questions about USPTO programs to the USPTO Contact Center (UCC) .

« If you experience technical dificulties or problems with this application, please report them via e-mail to Electronic Business Support or

call 1 800-786-9199.





Figure 6  -  Private PAIR Supplemental Content
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If you need help:

« Call the Patent Electronic Business Center at (866) 217-9197 (toll free) or e-mail EEC@uspto.qov for specific questions about Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR).
« Send general questions about USPTO programs to the USPTO Contact Center (UCC) .

« If you experience technical dificulties or problems with this application, please report them via e-mail to Electronic Business Support or
call 1 800-786-9199.





Figure 7  -  Private PAIR Supplemental Content Sequence Listing
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Supplemental Content - Megatables
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If you need help:

« Call the Patent Electronic Business Center at (866) 217-9197 (toll free) or e-mail EEC@uspto.qov for specific questions about Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR).
« Send general questions about USPTO programs to the USPTO Contact Center (UCC) .

« If you experience technical dificulties or problems with this application, please report them via e-mail to Electronic Business Support or
call 1 800-786-9199.





Figure 8  -  Private PAIR Supplemental Content Megatable

Another new feature is Time-To-First-Action (TTFA), which is displayed in the First Action Prediction tab.  Private PAIR uses a PALM service to estimate the duration (in months) until the first action will be taken for applications that have not yet been processed.  The user can also choose to generate a TTFA status letter.



Figure 9  -  Private PAIR First Action Prediction


Figure 10  -  Private PAIR Time To First Action Status Letter
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