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Data Collection & Review 

• Over 1100 comments and suggestions from all of the 

RCE Outreach sources including, IdeaScale®, 

comments from the FR notice, and the five 

Roundtables/Focus sessions were collected 

 

• When these were categorized several high-level 

themes emerged 

 

• TC Directors formed various teams to address the 

themes 
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High-Level Theme 1 for Reducing 

Need for Future RCE Filings 
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Educational Outreach 
 

• The Office should provide sustained 

emphasis on available programs and options 

 

• There is a general lack of awareness and 

understanding of existing initiatives and how 

they work 

 

 

 

 

 



Educational Outreach 

Potential Approach 

• Provide training for both external customers as well as 

examining corps on programs and initiatives 

– Website development nearing completion.  Site will 

serve as a central information hub 

– Matrix and timeline format (demonstration)  

– training modules/workshops based on the site for both 

external customers and examining corps 

 

• Sustained awareness of all available options may obviate 

the need to file some RCEs 

• Website Demo 
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High-Level Theme 2 for Reducing 

Need for Future RCE Filings 

5 

IDS Consideration 
 

• IDS consideration after allowance drives the filing 

of a significant number of RCEs 

 

• The QPIDS program addresses this issue for 

references from a foreign filing 

 

• Currently there is no relief for references from a 

domestic filing 

 

 

 



IDS Consideration 

Potential Approach 
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• Possible expansion of the QPIDS program to 

allow for certification under 37 CFR 1.97(e) for 

information from a domestic filing 

 

• Develop an automation tool to allow for earlier 

identification of IDSes in related applications  

– Easier and earlier identification will assist both 

external customers and examining corps  

– Some RCEs will be avoided because IDSes may be 

filed earlier in prosecution  

 

 



High-Level Theme 3 for Reducing 

Need for Future RCE Filings 
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Training 
 

• General comments on examination quality 

and supervisory involvement  

– comments usually described specific 

instances  

– desire for increased consistency 



Training 

Potential Approach 
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• Advanced training for supervisors and examiners  

– After final practice/compact prosecution 

– How to effectively review a case 

– How to better identify and relate allowable 

subject matter 

• Claim construction training 

– Broadest Reasonable Interpretation-what “R” 

means 

• Continuing one-on-one training for examiners with a 

high number of RCEs 



High-Level Theme 4 for Reducing 

Need for Future RCE Filings 
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Prosecution Flexibility 
 

• In some instances, there is not enough time to clarify 

issues before final status is reached 

 

• More opportunities to interact and communicate with 

the examiner earlier in prosecution would allow for 

better synchronization between attorney and examiner 

 

• An option to receive a PCT-style search report before 

first action would help determine claim set for 

examination 



Questions and Comments? 

 

Andrew Faile • Remy Yucel  

Patent Operations 

571-272-8800 

Andrew.Faile@uspto.gov 

Irem.Yucel@uspto.gov 
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