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December 15, 2011

The Honorable David Kappos

Under Secretary for Intellectual Froperty
{].5. Department of Commerce

445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Under Secretary Kappos:

As higher education leaders, we urge yoi to select Boston as a location of the next United States
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) sateilité office. With.a vibrant insiovation economiy and &
science and a technology sector that has long been a destination for the best and brightest

engineers and scientists the world over, we believe Boston is an ideal landscape in which to site a
USPTO reglona} office. :

Severa! world-class research universities and the cutiing-edge science and technology companies
they spin-off help make Boston a hub of innovation and entreprencurship that disproportionately
depends on the patent system. According to USPTO data, the Boston-Cambridge-Quiney
metropolitan area garnered the third most patents nationwide during the 2006-2010 period. When
- data from all six states are included, New England’s over 32,000 patents and 420,000 patent
appl;catmns trall only Sihcon Vailey Thls degree of activity clearly demonstrates the need for a

.

dﬁdé'tiéxi"élu”s’t'éf- ;

poo? of talenitéd engmeermg and science afid- technnlogy gradiiates, par:tmularly bib-eriginests.
And with miore thah a'ddzén law sehodls and'some 3000 vegistersd patent professionals.doross
New England, a Boston USPTO ¢ffice would leveragéexisting patent edudafion programs to
stren gthen connectlons with the local mteilectual property commumty

We also beheve a Boston ofﬁce would enhance USPTO ouireach activities, unprovmg
communication with the local iniventor community. Moreover, the contmued growth of staftup
firms in the region’s science, technology, defense, and healthcare sectors would help deepen
examiners’ expertise in emerging fields. This'would lead to advances in patenit prosecution times
and patent quallty, reducmg the apphcauon backiog and easmg exammer workload over time.

. v !

As we know from efforts 1o attfacta 1alented workforce to dur owa 1nst1tut10ns “in addition foa
high standard-of 1iVirigand-a rich'civic and cultural milieu; Boston’ ’s_=trad1110nal leadefshiipin -
scientific' discovery, innoVation, and'educition are 1mpdr1.’ant qizahty"oﬂ ifé measures that will
havé a positive effect oh exaniinér retention. Lastly, the fegion’s reliablé 1raﬁ5ponatlon netwmk
including Gity-Suiitered intefnafional difgort and vail inks, andiéxisting (.8} Depaﬂment Bf ]
Commerce reglonal offices, facilitate collaboration with clients and interagency partners, and
aHow ready serwee to surroundm' atates ‘
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For all these reasons, we hope you agree that Boston is ideally situated to be'the next USPTO
satellite office.

Sincefely,
Robert L. Caret
President



