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Dear Sir:


This accelerated examination support document is provided in support of the petition for accelerated examination filed herewith.

There are five claims currently pending in the application.  The claims read as follows:


1.
A method of delivering a secure promotion to a user comprising: 


a) collecting a plurality of offers;  


b) assigning a unique identifier to each of the offers from the plurality of offers;  


c) encoding each of the unique identifiers utilizing an XYZA algorithm and


forming a plurality of coupons by combining each offer with the assigned,


encoded identifier;


d) providing a retailer with the plurality of coupons;  


e) identifying the user;  


f) providing the user with a portion of the plurality of coupons for selection;  


g) determining which of the provided coupons the user has selected;  


h) informing the retailer about the selected coupons by the user;  


i) decoding the identifiers on the selected coupons and validating the selected


coupons using the decoded identifiers;  



j) redeeming the validated coupons;  and 


k) providing a clearinghouse with the redemption information.
2.
The method of claim 1 wherein the step of identifying the user includes receiving biometric information from the user.

3.  
The method of claim 1 wherein the step of informing the retailer about the selected coupons includes printing the selected coupons and presenting the printed coupons to the retailer by the user.

4.
The method of claim 3 wherein the retailer is a grocery store.

5.
The method of claim 1 further comprising determining if the user has previously redeemed any of the selected coupons.

9(A)
References Deemed Most Closely Related:

An Information Disclosure Statement in compliance with 37 CFR 1.98 has been filed herewith citing each of the following references deemed most closely related to the subject matter of the claim.

Purcell et al 

US 20040193487

Daniel et al

US 6766301

9(B)
Identification of Limitations Disclosed by References:

Purcell et al (US 20040193487):

With respect to claim 1, Purcell et al teach a method of delivering a secure promotion to a user (abstract, fig. 6)  comprising: 


a) collecting a plurality of offers (implied by the plurality of offers presented to the user in fig. 6);  


b) assigning a unique identifier to each of the offers from the plurality of offers (abstract, paragraphs [0018], [0049]);  


c) encoding each of the unique identifiers (abstract, paragraphs [0018], [0049]);


d) providing a retailer with the plurality of coupons (fig. 4 box 404, paragraph [0043], retailer is provided with the coupons);  


e) identifying the user (fig. 6, box 602, user logs onto retailer site);  


f) providing the user with a plurality of coupons for selection (fig. 6, box 606, user selects offers);  


g) determining which of the provided coupons the user has selected (fig. 6, boxes 614, 620, 626, that the user prints or receives the coupons requires determining which coupons were selected);  


h) informing the retailer about the selected coupons by the user (fig. 6, boxes 616-618, if the user chooses electronic delivery the selections are sent to the retailer);  


i) decoding the identifiers on the selected coupons and validating the selected coupons using the decoded identifiers (paragraphs [0049], [0050]);  



j) redeeming the validated coupons (fig. 4, boxes 406-408, paragraphs [0043], [0050]);  and 


k) providing a clearinghouse with the redemption information (paragraph [0043], the offers are totaled and reported to a service system, the service system can be a clearinghouse). 

With respect to claim 2, Purcell teaches receiving user biometric information (paragraph [0045]).

With respect to claim 3, Purcell teaches informing the retailer about the selected coupons by printing the coupons and presenting them to the retailer by the user (paragraph [0042]).

With respect to claim 4, Purcell teaches that the retailer may be a grocery store (see claim 19 of Purcell).

With respect to claim 5, Purcell teaches determining if the user has previously redeemed any of the selected coupons (paragraph [0051]).

Daniel et al

US 6766301

Daniel et al teach a method of delivering a secure promotion to a user comprising: 


a) collecting a plurality of offers (implied by the display of available coupons in col. 10 lines 11-19);  


b) assigning a unique identifier to each of the offers from the plurality of offers (col. 4 lines 19-22);  


c) encoding each of the unique identifiers and forming a plurality of coupons by

 
combining each offer with the assigned, encoded identifier (col. 4 lines 19-22);


e) identifying the user (col. 4 lines 19-26);  


f) providing the user with a portion of the plurality of coupons for selection (col. 10 lines 11-19);  


g) determining which of the provided coupons the user has selected (implied by issuing a unique coupon to the user, col. 10, lines 23-26);  


h) informing the retailer about the selected coupons by the user (col. 10 lines 43-47);  


i) decoding the identifiers on the selected coupons and validating the selected coupons using the decoded identifiers (col. 11 lines 63-65);  



j) redeeming the validated coupons (col. 10 lines 43-47);  and 


k) providing a clearinghouse with the redemption information (col. 4 lines 52-58).

With respect to claim 3, Daniel teaches informing the retailer about the selected coupons by printing the coupons and presenting them to the retailer by the user (figure 4, boxes 35, 50).

9(C)
Detailed Explanation of Patentability:

All of the references identified above fail to at least teach or suggest “encoding each of the unique identifiers utilizing an XYZA algorithm” required in clause c) of claim 1. Thus the claim is seen to patentably distinguish over each of these references alone or in combination.  Dependent claims 2-5 have no features that would define over the references deemed most closely related if claim 1 was found to be unpatentable.

9(D) 
Concise Statement of Utility:

The invention as claimed has utility in that it provides for redemption of coupons selected by an identified users.  The invention as claimed has further utility in that it validates coupons selected by the user according to identifiers protected by an XYZA algorithm.  The robustness of the XYZA algorithm together with the validation process enables improvements in the detection of coupon fraud including the accurate detection of counterfeit coupons as well as attempts at redeeming the same coupon twice.

9(E) 
Showing of Support under 35 USC 112, First Paragraph:

Support in the disclosure under 35 USC 112, first paragraph, is found at least in figs. 2a-2b of the application where steps a)-k) of the method correspond to steps a)-k) of the flowcharts found therein.

The sole claim does not invoke 35 USC 112, sixth paragraph.  There are no means- (or step-) plus-function claim elements.  The application does not claim benefit of any application.

9(F)
Identification of References Disqualified as Prior Art under 35 USC 103(c):
None of the cited references are disqualified as prior art under 35 USC 103(c).
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