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Revision 1, October 1985

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office
Washington, D.C. 20231

MANUAL OF PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE
Fifth Edition

Insturctions Regarding Revision No. 1

This revision consists of 1eplacement pages for the title page
and page (v) in the front of the Manual and of additional pages
L-1 through L-42, R-1 through R-122 and T-1 through T-58 which
should be inserted in the back of the Manual following page A-9
and before the Index (page I-1).

This revision adds the full text of the patent law, title 35,
United States Code, the rules relating to patents in title 37,
Code of Fed=ral Regulations, and the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

Future revisions will revise the various Chapters of the Manual.

Louis 0. Maassel, Editor
Manual of Patent Examining
Procedure
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The Potent and Trademark Office does not handle the sale of the Manual, distribution of notices
and revigions or change of addeess of those on the whbscription list.
ndence relating to say of the ebove items should be sent to the Su
wments &t the following address:

Inquiries relating to

‘Buperin
United States Government Prmtmg Oﬁ' ice
Wagshington, D.C. 20402

Orders for reproduced copies of individual replacement pages not amounting to a complete revi-
sion of the Manual should be sent to the following address:
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
Aun: Customer Services Dwman
: Washmgton, D.C. 2323! Ak
The cost per page will be 50¢ {see 37 CFR 1. 13(1) and 1 l9(a)(5)

Charges may be made to depom accounts if the reqwter is an account holder in good standmg
at the time the request is received. Checks or money orders should be made payabie to the Commis-
sioner of Patents and Trademarks. Requests must ndennfy the spec:ﬁc pages requu'ed and the number
of copies of each page. B s .

Employees of the P&a:nt and Trademark Ofﬁoe shodd dxrect thelr requcsts“ for thc M’mual, ré;; .
placement pages, notices, and revisions 1o the Scientific Library. . . . =1 © T -
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Foreword

This Manual is published to provide Patent and Trademark Office patent ex-
aminers, applicants, attorneys, agents, and representatives of applicants with a
reference work on the practices and procedures relative to the prosecution of
patent applications before the Patent and Trademark Office. It contains instruc-
tions to examiners, as well as other material in the nature of information and in-
terpretation, and outlines the current procedures which the examiners are re-
quired or authorized to follow in appropriate cases in the normal examination of
a patent application. The Manual does not have the force of law or the force of
the Patent Rules of Practice in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations.

A separate manual entitled “Trademark Manual of Examining Procedure” is
published by the Patent and Trademark Office as a reference work for trademark
cases.

Examiners will be governed by the applicable statutes, the Rules of Practice,
decisions, and orders and instructions issued by the Commissioner and the Assist-
ant Commissioners. Orders and Notices still in force which relate to the subject
matter included in this Manual are incorporated in the text. Orders and Notices,
or portions thereof, relating to the examiners’ duties and functions which have
been omitted or not incorporated in the text may be considered obsolete. Inter-
ference procedure not directly involving the Primary Examiner are not included
in this Manual and, therefore, Orders and Notices relating thereto remain in
force.

Subsequent changes in practice and other revisions will be incorporated in
the form of substitute or additional pages for the Manual.

Suggestions for improving the form and content of the Manual are always
welcome. They should be addressed to:

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks,
Editor, M.P.E.P.,
Washington, D.C. 20231

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402








