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Rev. 55, Jan. 1978

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
‘ Patent and Trademark Office
Washington, D. C. 20231
MANUAL OF PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE
Third Edition

Instructions regarding Revision No. 55

The attached revised pages are replacements for
those in the Manual having corresponding numbers, or
additional pages to be placed in appropriate numerical

seguence.

Arrows are printed in the margin of pages to indi-
cate material changed, deleted, or added by this revi-
sion. Where insertion of new material results in
shifting of unchanged material onto following pages,
no arrows appear on such pages but the revision number
is cited at the bottom of each page.

r—~—~ﬂh OF =y Line on which change begins.
L—-~---~------%W'or S Line on which change ends.

e QY <o Line on which change both
begins and ends.

e QY o Opposite a blank space,
indicates deletion of material.

The notation "[R-55]" in the attached pages appears
either at the title or at the end of a section that has

been revised.

Louis 0., Maassel, Editor
Manual of Patent Examining
Procedure

Rev. 55, Jan. 1978




-2

Particular attenticn is called to the following sections:

Section Change

602.06 List of declaration translations available
from Office included.

607 Revised to include amended 35 U.S.C. 41.

608.01 Subsection on "Illustrations™ in the speci-

fication added.

608.01(b) Amplification of procedures for handling
defective abstracts.

608.01 (1) Revised 37 CFR 1.75 included.

608.01 (n) Detailed discussion of multiple dependent
claims added.

608.02 Revised 35 U.S.C. 113 and 37 CFR 1.81
in~cluded.

608.02(4d) Revised 37 CFR 1.83 included.

706.03(c) Revised 35 U.S.C. 112 included.

710.02(c) Amplified discussion of inadvertently

incomplete response procedure.

1302.14 Additional guidelines added on examiner's
"Reasons for Allowance.”

List of replacement pages:

Page No. Rev. No. Page No. Rev. No.
Title Page 55-55 47~48 55-~55
35-36 55-=-55 48.1-48.2 55-~55
36.1 55 48.3-48.4 55-~55
41-42 49-55 48.5~-48.6 55-~55
43-44 55-55 *48.7-48.8 55~55
44.1~44.2 55-=55 49-50 55-55
45-46 55=55 51-51 55-55
46.1-46.2 55-55 52.1-52.2 55-55

*Additional page added.
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Page No. Rev. No. Page No. Rev. NO.
53~-54 55=55 102.3-102.4 55-55
54.1 55 223-224 55-55
6768 55-55 225-226 55-55
*68.1 55 226.1-226.2 55-55
96.1-90.2 55-55 *¥226.3-226.4 55-55
90.3-50.4 55-55 228.3-228.4 55-55
101-102 55-55 239-240 55-55
102.1-102.2 55-55

*Additicnal page added.
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The Patent and Trademark Office does not handle the sale of the Manual, distribution
of noticez and revisions or change of address of those on the subsgcription Mst.

Correspondence relating to any of the above items should be sent to the Superin-
tendent of Documents at the following address:

Superintendent of Documents
Bail List Section
Washington, D.C, 20402

Inquiriea relating to sebseriptions should be directed to:
Mr. C. A. LaBarre (personal atiention)
Superintendent of Documents
United States Government Printing Office
Washington, D.C. 20402

Orders for reproduced copies of individual replacement pages not amounting to &
complete revision of the Manual should be sent to the following address:
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
Attn : Customer Services Division
ashington, D.C. 20231

The cost per page will be 20¢ (gee 37 CFR 1.13(2), 1.21(b) and 1.21(£)).

Charges may be made to d=posit accounts if the requester is an account holder in good
gtanding at the time the reguest is received. Checks or money orders should be made pay-
able to the Commissioner of Pztents and Trademarks. Requests must identify the specific
pages required and the number of copies of each page.

Employees of the Patent and Trademark Office should direet their requests for the
Manual, replacement pages, notices, and revisions to the Scientific Library.
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Foreword

This Manual is published to provide Patent and Trademark Office patent
examiners, applicants, attorneys. agents, and representatives of applicants
with a reference work on the practices and procedures relative to the prosecu-
tion of patent applications before the Patent and Trademark Office. It con-
tains instructions to examiners, as well as other material in the nature of
information and interpretation, and outlines the current procedures which the
examiners are required or authorized to follow in appropriate cases in the
normal examination of a patent application.

A separate manual entitled “Trademark Manual of Examining Proce-
dure” is published by the Patent and Trademark Office as a reference work
for trademark cases.

Examiners will be governed by the applicable statutes, the Rules of Prac-
tice, decisions, and orders and instructions issued by t the Commissioner and
the Assistant Commissioners. Orders and Notices still in force which relate
to the subject matter included in this Manual are incorporated in the text.
Orders and XNotices, or portions ﬂzeleof relating to the examiners’ duties
and functions which have been omitted or not m('mpomtod in the text may
be considered obsolete. Interference procedure not directly involving the Pri-
mary Examiner is not included in this Manual and, therefore, Orders and
Notices relating thereto remain in force.

Subsequcnt changes in practice and other revisions will be incorporated
in the form of substltute or additional pages for the Manual.

Suggestions for improving the form and content of the Manual are
‘z]wms welcome. They should be addressed to:

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks,
Editor, M.P.E.P.
Washington, D.C. 20231

I Rev. 51,

Jan. 1977
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