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Instructions Regarding Rs rision No. 54

The attached revised pages are_réplaCements,for those
in the Manual having corresponding numbers.

Arrows are priaued in the margin of pages of text to
indicate material changed, deletea, or added by this revision.
Arrows have not been used in the imdex. Where insertion of
new material results in shifting of unchanged material onto
following pages, nc arrows appear. on such pages but the-

revision number is cited at the kottom of each page.
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. or gl Line on which chénge ends.

Line on which change begins.

G e Line on which change both
begins and ends.

pposite a blank space, indi-
ates deletion of material.

The notation "[R-54]" in the attached pages appears at
the title of a section that has been revised.

Louis O. Maassel, Editor
Manual of Patent Examining
Procedure

Rev. 54, Oct. 1977




" particular attention is called to the following sections:
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Foreword

This Manual is published to provide Patent and Trademark Office patent
examiners, applicants, attorneys, agents, and representatives of applicants
with a reference work on the practices and procedures relative to the prosecu-
tion of patent applications before the Patent and Trademark Office. It con-
tains instructions to examiners, as well as other material in the nature of
information and interpretation, and outlines the current procedures which the
examiners are required or authorized to follow in appropriate cases in the
normal examination of a patent application.

A separate manual entitled “Trademark Manual of Examining Proce-
dure” is published by the Patent and Trademark Office as a reference work
for trademark cases.

Examiners will be governed by the applicable statutes, the Rules of Prac-
tice, decisions, and orders and instructions issued by the Commissioner and
the Assistant Commissioners. Orders and Notices still in force which relate
to the subject matter included in this Manual are incorporated in the text.
Orders and Notices, or portions thereof, relating to the examiners’ duties
and functions which have been omitted or not incorporated in the text may
be considered obsolete. Interference procedure not directly involving the Pri-
mary Examiner is not included in this Manual and, therefore, Orders and
Notices relating thereto remain in foree.

Subsequent changes in practice and other revisions will be incorporated
in the form of substitute or additional pages for the Manual.

Suggestions for improving the form and content of the Manual are
always welcome. They should be addressed to: =

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks,
Editor, M.P.E.P.
Washington, D.C. 20231

Iz Rev. 51, Jan. 1977
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