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Instructions Regarding Revision No. 52

5 The attached revised pages are replacements for those
: in the Manual having corresponding numbers.

Arrows are printed in the margin of pages to indicate
material changed, deleted, or added by this revision. Where
insertion of new material results in shifting of unchanged
material onto following pages, no arrows appear on such
pages but the revision number is cited at the bottom of each

page.
rq»» or —at— Line on which change begins.
Lﬂ.» or -p_J Line on which change ends.
— O Line on which change both begins
and ends.
e OY el Opposite a blank space, indicates

deletion of material.

The nctation "[R=-52]" in the attached pages appears at
the title of a section that has been revised.

Louis 0. Maassel, Editor
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particular attention is called to the following sections:

Section
103
402

510

601
602

602.06

609
707.05(b)
717.05
720
721 and
721.01
1105.05
1209
1213.02
1213.14

1309.02

1401.08

Change

Includes revised 81.11 and §1.14 access practice.
Revised 81.346 on signature of attorney added.

Rules for use of Patent Examining group facili-
ties added.

Revised 81.51 included.

Wording of §1.65, as effective on January 1,
1978, included.

New section on non-English oaths or declarations
added. Practice becomes effective January 1,

1978.

New section on prior art statement rules effec-
tive July 1, 1977.

Section substantially cut down in view of new
section 609.

Instructions on noting "Searched" and "Search
Notes"” boxes added.

New rules on public use proceedings included.

Amended E1.56 and discussion on fraud added.

Sectiocn on dissolution of interference on Pri-
mary Examiner's request rewritten.

Revised £1.13%94 practice on oral hearings before
Board of Appeals added.

New section on statement by Board of Appeals as
to rejection of allowed claims.

New section on the examiner recording the
reasons for allowance.

Amended to include revised 81.291 and protest
procedure.

Matter on filing of reissues for consideration
of additional prior art added.
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1401.09

All
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34.1-34.2
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35-36
*36.1
43-44
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59-60
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Revised E1.176 requires delay in examlnatlon
of reissue applications.
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Foreword

This Manual is published to provide Patent and Trademark Office patent
examiners, applicants, attorneys, agents, and representatives of applicants
with a reference work on the practices and procedures relative to the prosecu-
tion of patent applications before the Patent and Trademark Office. It con-
tains instructions to examiners, as well as other material in the nature of
information and interpretation, and outlines the current procedures which the
examiners are required or authorized to follow in appropriate cases in the
normal examination of a patent application.

A separate manual entitled “Trademark Manual of Ixamining Proce-
dure” is published by the Patent and Trademark Office as a reference work
for trademark cases.

Examiners will be governed by the applicable statutes, the Rules of Prac-
tice, decisions, and orders and instructions issued by the Commissioner and
the Assistant Commissioners. Orders and Notices still in force which relate
to the subject matter included in this Manual are incorporated in the text.
Orders and Notices, or portions thereof, relating to the examiners’ duties
and functions which have been omitted or not incorporated in the text may
be considered obsolete. Interference procedure not directly involving the Pri-
mary Examiner is not included in this Manual and, therefore, Orders and
Notices relating thereto remain in force.

Subsequent changes in practice and other revisions will be incorporated
in the form of substitute or additional pages for the Marnual.

Suggestions for improving the form and content of the Manual are
always welcome. They should be addressed to:

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks,
Editor, M.P.E.P.
Washington, D.C. 20231

111 Rev, 51, Jan, 1877
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