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| 401 Patent Office Cannot Aid in Selec-
~ tiom of Attorney [R-24]

Rule 31, Applicam‘a May Be Represented by an Attor-
ney or Agent, An applicant for patent may file and
prosecute ‘his own case, or he may be represeiited by
an txttorney' or agent authorized to practice before the
Patent Office in patent cases, The Pateni Office can-

 400.01(b)

409,01 (c)

400,01 ( d’)
400.01(e)
400,01 (f)

 not ald in the selection of an attorney or agent.

If patentable subject matter appears to be dis-
closed in a pro se application and it is apparent
that the applicant is unfamiliar with the proper
preparation and prosecution of patent applica-
tions, the Examiner mny suggest to the appli-
cant that it may be desirable to employ a
registered patent attorney or agent. The follow-
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~the s

"of the petition, see §601.02. In order that
: tlus power may be valid, the attorney or agent

~ companied by a power of attorney or authori-
zation of agent to a person not

| filing receipt directly to the applicant, together
- with an_explanatory letter. A copy of the

_power of authorization and a cop laced in
‘the file without being oy

- be placed on the face of the fi e, and the Ex-

kmg language is suggested for mcorpomtwn in
Offica action: :
[1] “Since the value of 2 Emtant is ]argely
- dependent upon the skillful preparation of
gecxﬁcatmn and claims, 3] ;’)‘phcant may
. LOIXSI er it desirable to employ the services of
registered patent attorney or agent. The
! Patent Office cannot zud in e selection of an
attornev or agent e ;

402 Power of Attomey [R——24]

Rule 34. Poscer of attorney or suthorization. Before

_any attorney or agent, original or nssociate, will be -

allowed to inspect papers or take acticn of any k!nd ,

~in any application or proceeding. £} wrmen power of
. attorney or authorimtion, from the person or Persons
" entitled to prosecute the application or from the prin-

cipal attorney. or agent in . the case of an assoclate

o -attorney . or agent, must be filed in that particular
o apphcation or proceeding :

Usnally a power of attomey is made a part '

a_’hnted must be reglstered
en an application for patent is ﬁled ac-

registered to
practice before the United States Patent Office,
the Application Branch will send the official

letter will be sent to the person named in the

iven a paper number.

The name of the un ered person will not

aminer will communicate only with the appli-
cant directly unless and until the applicant
appoints a recognized practitioner. An associ-  {
ate power of attorney or autho: zation from
the unregistered person will not e recognized
or accepted.

~ See also § 1702.
402.01 Exceptions as to Registration
[R-24]

Rule 342. Limited recognition. Any peregon not reg-
istered and not entitled to be recognized under rule
341 as an attorney or agent to represent appiicanta
generally may, upon a showing of circumstances which
render it pecessary or justifinbic, be recognized by the
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mition shall not ex

_ applications specified ;
‘ imes in : ‘application one of
1e other the 1 wer

per
_any paper by him, constitutes a certificate that the

, pn has been read; thst its filing is authoriged;

application, tiie' Ap
rd the file to the
Enrollment. =

402,02 Appointment of Associate At-
o torney ~[R*24]"" o
ither original or

 The principal attorney |
ciate attorney.

substituted) may appoint :
- The associate attorney m’a%l t ap
ule

attorney; as provided in 34, the power of

attorney or authorization must be “from the

principal attorney or agent in the case of an
~ associate attorney or agent.” See also § 406.
402.03 Ap

~ torney [R-21]

to new powers of attorne connection

~ the attorney or firm originally empowered to
act agg)ointing a substitute attorney or firm,
will ' rigina
power of attorney authorizes a substitution,
and provided further that the substitute attor-
ney or firm includes at least one person who
~ was empowered to act under the original power
of attorney. Firm names do not always fully set
forth firm membership. Questions as to whether
the foregoing conditions have been met may be
referred to the Clerk, Committee on Enrollment.
Except as indicated above, no appointment
of a substitute attorney will be accepted unless
it is signed or concurred in by the applicant or
- the assignee of the entire interest.
~ where the substitute power of attorney is ac-
. cepted, the name of the replaced attorney or
firm will be cancelled from the file.
~ The Clerk of the Examining Group will enter
all proper substitute powers of attorney filed in

' ex parte cases.

§ 402.07. | o
402.04 Power of Attorney to a Firm
[R-24]

‘Rule -346. Simi.aturc and certificatc of attorney.
Every paper filed by an attorney or agent representing

Rev. 24, Apr. 1670

rman of the

point another . * o el

Appointment of Substitute At-

Iﬁ,~brder to simplify the 'roégd;ute‘ rela.txve

- with the formation, dissolution or reorganiza-
tion of firms, a power of attorney signed by

accepted provided that the original

all cases

e best of hLis knowledge, information, and
re is good ground to support it; and that
: nterposed for deizy. YWhen an applicant or.
party is represented by a registered firm, such papers
must: carry. the sighature of the firm, or the signature =
of an individual member of the firm or an individual

' registered attorney or agent employed by the firm and

duly anthorized to sign on behalf of the firm in addi-
tion to the firm name, and the ceriification constituted
by, the signing or presentation of the paper shall be
a certification by and on behalf of the firm and by

Note, that, in the case of a power of attor-
ney to a firm, Rule 346 requires (1) the sig-
nature of the firm, or r;«; the signature of
an individual member of the firm, or (3)
the signature of an individual registered attor-
ney or agent employed by the firm and duly
authorized to sign on behalf of the firm, Under
{3), above, the name of the firm must appear
but may be either written or typed. The name

~of thg firm may be used on the drawing.

Firm of Attorneys Chai’n"ges‘ ;
Name [R-24]

 Where a firm having power of attorney in a

-case wishes to change its firm name, due, for ex-
ample, to the addition of a new member or the
withdrawal or death of one of the members,
application for registration of the firm under
the new name, must be made to the Committee
on Enroliment. The application must be signed
by all living members of the firm including both

those who are leaving the firm and the new =
~ members, and must be accompanied by the pre- .

scribed fee for registration of a firm.

. Notation of change of firm name must addi-
tionally be filed in each application involved.
- The prosecution of a case may, however, be con-

tinued in the name of the original firm, if de-
sired. A mere change of firm name may be
noted in an application regardless of whether
or not authority to substitute another attorney
was included in the original power of attorney.
It is entered by the Clerk of the Examining
Group by amending the old firm name on the
face of the file wrapper. See §402.03. A
notice in an application of the change of firm
name should be signed in the name of the firm
as it existed immediately before the change,
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