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401 Patent Office Cannot Aid in Selec-
tion pf Attorney  [R-21]

Rule 31. Applicants May Be Represented by Attor-
ney or Agemt. An applicant for patent may file and
prosecute his own case, or he may be represented by
an attorney or.agent authorized to pra(:tice before the
Patent Office in patent cases. The Pateut Oﬂice can-
not aid in the selection of an attorney or agent.

If patentable subject matter appears to bo dl‘«
closed in a pro se application an it is a.pparent
that the applicant is unfamiliar with the pro
preparation and _prosecution of patent npph(-a-
tions, the Kxaminer may suggest to the appli-
cant that it may be desirable to employ a
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an Office action:

402.07 Assignee Can Revoks 'Power of Attomey of

- any ‘attorney or agent ongmal or associate, will be

“entitled ‘to prosecute the application or from the prin-

Prosecution by Admlnistrator or Executor i
Proof. of Authority of Admmistrator or

,After Administrator or Executor is Die- :

reglstemd patent attorney or agent. The fol!aw- g
ing language is sugge ted for mmrpo ;

 value atent is largély

; dent upon the skillfu preparation of

th ification and claims, a yplicant may

ge;- it desirable to employ t’i] ,

registered patent attorney or agent The

atent Office cannot aid in the selectlon of an s
attornev or agent o e

402 Power of Attorney [R,,{iil]

: Ruie J; Power of attomey or authorization. Before' :

aHowea to ms ot papers or take action of auy k:lnd :

s in any app!icatm or procpeding, 8 vn-itten power of .

attorney or authonzaﬂnn, from the pereon OT DErsons

cipal ‘attorney or agent in the case of an associate

' attorney or ‘agent, must be filed ln that partxcular

application or proceeding.

Usually a power of attorney is made a part
of the petition, see section 601.02. In order that -
this power may be valid, the attorney or agent

ap hointed must be registered.

Vhen an application for patent is filed ac-
companxed by a power of attorney or authori-
zation of agent to a person not registered to
practice before the United States Patent Office,
the Application Branch will send the official

filing receipt directly to the applicant, together.

with an explanatory letter. A copy. of the

“letter will be sent to the person named in the

power of authorization and a copy placed in
the file without being given a paper number.
The name of the unregistered person will not

~ be placed on the face of the file, and the Ex-

aminer will communicate only with the appli-

cant. directly unless and until the applicant

appoints a recognized practitioner. An associ-
ate power of attorney or authorization from
the unregistered person will not be recognized
or accepted. If a request for special recognition
accompanies the application, the Application
Branch will forward the file to the Chairman -
of the Committee on Enrollment,
See aleo section 1702,

Rev, 21, July 1969

e services of




to new powers of att !
with the formation dissolution or reorga,

uthorlzes a substitution,

,that the subsntute attor-

was empow ed to act under the ongmal power
Firm names do not always fully set

forth firm membershlp Questions as to whether

the foregoing conditions have been met may be
referred to the Clerk, Committee on Enrollment.

ixcept as indicated above, no appointment

of a substitute attorney will be accepted unless

it is signed or concurred in by the applicant or
the assignee of the entire interest. In all cases
where the substitute power of attorney is ac-

cepted, the name of the replaced attorney or

firm will be cancelled from the file.

The Clerk of the Examining Group will enter
all proper substitute powers of attorney filed i n
ex parte cases

See section 40".07.

Rev, 21, July 1669

‘tionally be filed in each application involved.
The prosecution of a case may, however, be con-
tinued in the name of the original hrm. if de-

sired. A mere change of firm name may be
noted in an application regardless of whether

the ﬁrm and duly authorized to

;he firm in addit!on to the firm name,

‘ of the ﬁrm, or (2)'!‘,
an’ mdzvidual member of ¢t
the mgnamm of an individual
ney or agent employed by the

ﬁrm, or (3)

rm and duly

~authorized to sign on behalf of the firm. Under
- (8), above, the name of the firm must appear
~_but may be either written or typed. The name" ,

of the tm:u ma3 be used on the mwmg

Name [R-21]

Where a firm having power of attorney in a.', :
case wishes to change its firm name, due, for ex-

_ample, to the addition of a new member or the
withdrawal or death of one of the members,
application for registration of the firm under

- the new name, must be made to the Commlttee“ :
on Enrollment. The application must be signed
by all living members of the firin mcludmg oth
 those who are leaving the firm and the new
~members, and must be accompanied by the f

‘scribed fee for registrationof afirm.
Notation of change of firm name must

or not authority to substitute another attorney
was included in the om,mn.ﬂ power of attorney.

Tt is enter=d by the Clerk of the Examining

Group M amending the old hx‘m nanie on the
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) the sxg
signature of

istered attor-

402. 04(3)_ Firm of Attorneys Changes‘ i









