xaminer’ s Letter or Action
,Primary Examih«,r Indicates Actlon for ‘New
- Asswtant i
1(a) Partial gngnatorv Authority : ,
Actions whnch Require the Perwonal Attent.on ~
ry E(aminer . , i
‘ Ir Action, and vae—Year

Initial ﬁeiitence
Citation of Referen

nts of Drawings Cop1e~ of (‘xted Referencee Pronded byly

to Use
“ith ‘Applicants

\ (‘itmg Referencea
Dmes of Declasxﬁed Prmted

‘ tutory Subje , 707.05 (g ,
706.03(b) ed by Atomic Energy A 707.06 on of Decisions, Orders, Mer orandum
706.03(c) ~ Functiona ' , , and Notices ; ,
706.03(d) - Vague angd Indefinite : i 707.07 Completeness and Clarity
706.03(e) Product by Process : 70T (a),‘ ~Action on Formal Matters
700.03(1) . Incomplete ~ 707.07 (b) Reqmrmg New. Oath
706.03(g) Prolix .5 ) : 707.07 (¢) Draftsmans Requirement -
.. 1706.03 (h) - Nonstatuto . . 707.07(d) Language To Be Used in- Rejectmns
_ 706.03(1)  Aggrezat o  707.07(e) Note All Outstanding Requirements.
10 ) ' . = o mOT.0T(E) CAnswer:All Material Traversed
Pleceme'il Examination
'\OtlfV of Inaccuracies in Amendment
. Each Claim To Be Mentioned in Each .
“Letter.
707. O7(j) _State When Claims Are Allowable
.707.07 (k) Numbering Paragraphs
Review and Imtmling by Assistant ‘Examiner
Signing by Primary or Other Authorized
~“Examiner : .
707.10 Entry
707.11 Date
70712 Mailing

;1 ouble Patenting ,‘, T07.0T(2)
. e 707.07(h)
707.07 (i )

. 706.03(1) Mutxphcxtv ‘
~ 706.03(m) Nonelected Inventions | '
706.03(n) Correapnndonce of Claim and Diec!ocwe
+706.03 (0) New Matter ,
706.03(p)  No Urility Ho
706.03(q) Obvious Method \ 70708
706.03(r)  Mere Furction of Machine : “T07.09°
706.03(s) . Statuters Bar.o
706.03(t) - Other &&q”ned &ppllcatlon
706.03(n) Disclaimer. -
706.03(v) After Imerference or Public L'<e Proceed-
, 707.13 Returned Office Action

-ing
706.03(w)  Res Tudicata S 708 Order of Examination
706.03(x) Reissue B 70801 List of Special Cases

706.0%(y)y Improper Markush , ‘ .- 708.02 Petition to Make Special :
708.03(z) Undue Breadth 708. 03 Examiner Tenders His Resignation
706.04 Rejection of Previously Allowed Claim 709~ Suspension of Action

706.05 Rejection After Allowance of :Appiication L 700.01 Over]appmg Applications by Same Applicant
706.06 Rejection of Claims Copied from Patent or owned by Same Assignee

706.07 Final Rejection 709.02 Actions Following (A:rresmndence under Rale

708.07(a) When Proper on Second Action 202

706.07(b) When Proper on First Action 710 Period for Response

706.07(c) . Premature , 710. 01 Statutory Period

708.07(d)  Withdrawal of Premature , o 710.01 (a) - Statutory Period: How Computed
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71002 Shortened Statutoiy Period and Time Limit

Actions
710.02(bh) Situations in Which Used : Shortened Stat-
utory Period S
71002{c) Siturtions in Which Used: Time Limit
Actions

710.02(3) Differences Between Shortened Statutory
and Time Limit Perlods

710.02{e} FExtension of Time

710.04 Two Periods Running

710.04¢(a) Copring Patent Claims

710.05 Feriod Ending on Saturday, Sunday or Holi-

day

710.06 Miscellaneous Factors Determining Date

711  Abandonment

711.01 Express or Formal Abandonment

711.02 . Failure to Take Required Action During Statu-
tory Period

711.02(a) Insufficiency of Response
711.02(b) Special Situations Involving Abandonment
711.02(c} Termination of Proceedings

711.03 Reconsideration of Holding of Abandonment
Revival

711.03(a) Holding Based on Insufficiency of Response

711.03(b) Holding Based on Failure to Respond With-
in Period

711.03(c) Petitions Relating to Holding of Abandon-
ment

711.03(d) Examiner's Statement on Petition Relat-

ing to Abandonment
711.04 Disposition of Abandoned Applicitions

711.04(a) Pulling and Forwarding

711.04(b) Ordering Abandoned Files

711.05 Letter of Abandonment Received After Appli-
cation is Allowed

711.06 Abstracts, Abbreviatures and Defensive Pub-
lications

711.06(a) Use of Abstracts, Abbreviatures and De-

sive Publications as References
712  Abandonment for Failure to Pay Issue Fee (For-
feiture)
713 Interviews

713.01 General Policy. How Conducted

713.02 Interviews Prior to First Official Action

713.03 Interviews for “Sounding Out” Examiner Not
Permitted

713.04 Substance of Interview Must Be Made of
Record

713.05 Interviews Prohibited or Granted, Special
Situations

713.06 No Imter Partes Questions Discussed Ex Parte

712.07 Exposure of Other Cases

713.08 Demonstration. Exhibits, Models

713.09 Finally Rejected Application

713.10 Interview Precoeding Filing Amendment Under

Rule 312
714  Amendments, Applirant’s Actions
714.01  Signatures to Amendinents
714.01(a) Unsigned or Improperly Signed Amend-
ment
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714.01(b) Unsigned or Improperly Signed Amend-
.- . ment, Disposal of
714.01¢c)  Signed by Attorney Not of Record
714.01(d) Amendment Signed by Applicant But Not
by Attorney of Record
71401{e} Power of Attorney to & Firm
714.02 Must Be Fully Responsive
71403 Amendments Not Fully Respongive, Action to
: Be Taken
714.04 Claims Presented in Amendment with No At-
tempt to Point Out Patentable Novelty
714.05 Examiner Should Immediately Inspect
71406 Amendments Sent to Wrong Group
71407 "Amendments Not in Permanent Ink
714.08 Telegraphic Amendment
714090 Amendments Before First Office Action
71410 Claims Added in Excess of Filing Fee
71411 Amendment Filed During Interference Pro-
ceedings
71412 Amendments After Final Rejection or Action
71413 Amendments After Final Rejection or Action,
Procedure Followed .
71414 Amendments After Allowance of All Claims
714.15 Amendment Mailed Before, but Received in
Examining Group After Allowance
71416 Amendment After Notice of Allowance, Rule
312
714.16(a) Copied Patent Claims
714.16(b} Filed with a Motion Under Rule 231
714.16(c) Additional Claims
71416(d) Handling
714.16(ey Entry in Part
71417 Amendment Filed After the Period for Re-
sponse Has Expired
71418 Entry of Amendments
714.19 List of Amendments, Entry Denied
71420 List of Amendments Entered in Part
71421 Amendments Inadvertently Entered, No Legal
Effect
71422 Entry of Amendments, Directions for
714.23  Entry of Amendments, Directions for, Defec-
tive
71424 Amendment of Amendment
714.25 Discourtesy of Applicant or Attorney
715 Swearing Back of Reference—Affidavit Under
Rule 131
715.01 Reference Claims Foreign Filing Date
715.01(a) Reference a Joint Patent to Applicant and
Another
715.01(b) Reference and Application have Common
Assignee
71501(c) Reference is Publication of Applicant’s
Own Invention
715.02 General Rule as to Generic Claims
715.03 Exceptions and Practice Relative to Chemieal
Cases
7150.04 Who May Make Affidavit
T15.05 Patent Claiming Same Invention
715.06  Affidavit Under Rule 131 Must Be Removed

Before Inferference




, mmumex

71507 Fm:ts and Dmumentary Evidence
715.07(a) ]
T15.07(b)
1507 (¢} ~ Have Been
o ied Out in This Country
715.07(d) - Disposition of Exhibits
715.08 Passed Upon By Primary Examiuer
71500 Seagonable Presentation
716 Affidavits Traversing Rejections,
717 . File \\1.1pper ; i
717.01 . Papers in File W1 apper
717.01¢a)
317.01(hy Prints'
717.02 - Date Entered on Fx]e Wrapper.

Rule 132

T17.02(a) Statutory Period Lnda On Qunda\ or Holi~
day o

717.02(b; Name or Residence of Im soTer Gy Tme
Changed

1708  Classification During [‘ﬁmmatmn :

717.04 Index of Claims :

T17.05  Field of Search

71704  Foreign Filing Dates

T17.07 Re}med’ Applications

701 Statutory Authority for Examma-

tion

35 U.8.C. 131. The Commissioner shall cause an ex-
amination to be made.of the application and the alleged
new invention; and if on such examination it appears
that the applicant is entitled to a patent under the law,
the (,omxmssmner shall issue 3 patent therefor.

The main conditions prer'edent to the grant

of a p
35 U.S.C. 101, 102, 103

702 Regquisites of the Application

The Examiner should be careful to see thar
the application meets all the requisites sur
forth 1n Chapter 600 hoth as to formal matters
and as to the completeness and clavity of the
diselosure. If all of the requisites are not
met, applicant may be ecalled upon for neces-
sary amendments. Such amendments. how-
ever. must not include new matter.

702.01 Obviously Informal Cases

When an _application is reached for its fll‘m
action and it is then discovered to be impras
tical to give a complete action on the merit-
heeause of the paueity of diselogure, the fol-
lowing procedure may he followed: (1) A
reasonable search shonld be made of the in-
vention o far as it can be understood from the
disclosure, objects of invention and claims and
any apparently pertinent art cited: (2) Infor-
m.lhhm noted by Applieation Branel and de-
ficiencies in the drawing should be pointed out

Arrangement of Pspera in File Wrapperr

01" APPLICATIONS

- b\' means m attacbments to the Exammer s let-
_ter (see 70
_ be1 1n

atent to an applicant are set forth in

623

04

7(a)); (3) A requirement should

thattlw specification be revised

ic Engiish and U , :
claims should be re}ected as

re% xred by 3;),,{'.& 112 if they are informal.
A blanket rejection is usually sufficient.

should not attempt to point
1 formaht\ in the

The Examin
out the specxﬁc Qi1
specification and claims. )
applicant to revise the application to Tender
it 1n proper form for a complete examination.
, Appln ants should make every effort to follow
U.S. practices and terminology when preparing
a case for filing. If this has not beern: done, a
prompt. amendment should be made, avoiding
the introduction of new matter, but putting the
case in proper form.

For the procedure 1o be followed wien only
the drawing is informal. see 608.02¢a) and
$08.02(b).

703

“General Information Concerning
Patents’ Sent Instead of “Rules of

Practice™

The pamphlet “General Information Con-
cerning Patents”™ may be sent to an applicant
lmndlmg his own case “hen the Examiner
deems it advisable. ,

704 Search

After reading the specification and claims,
the Examiner searches the prior art.

The subject of searching is more fully
treated in Chapter 900, See 904 through
904.02. The invention should be thoroughly
understood before a search is undertaken.
However. informal cases, or those which can
only be imperfectly understood when they"
come up for action in their regular turn are
also given a search. in order to mmd piece-
meal prococuhon

Previors EXAMINER’S SEARCH

When an examiner is assigned to act on an
applieation which has ree oned one or maore ac-
tions hy some other examiner, full faith and
credit shonld be given 1o the search and action
of the previous examiner unless there iz a clear
error in the previous action or knowledue of
other prior art. TIn general the second Exam-
iner should not take an entirely new ap-
proach to the case or attempt to rveorient the
point of view of the previous Fxaminer, or
make a new search irn the mere hope of finding
something.  See T17.05.
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