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1302.04(d) Cancellation of Ciaims Lost in Interfer-
ence
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Interference Search
Notations on Fille Wrapper
Notations on Drawings and on Classification
(Issue) Slip
Reference to Assignment Branch
1302.12 Listing of References
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1804 Withholding From Issue of “Secrecy Order”
Cases
1304.01 Amendments After D-10 Notice
1805  Jurisdiction
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1809.02 Protest Against Issue

1301 Substantially Allowable
Special

When an application is in condition for al-
lowance, except as to matters of form, the case

1802.06
1302.07
180208
1302.00
1802.10

1802.11

Case,
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will be considered specml and prompt sction

' taken to require correction of formal matters.
- See T710.02( )}f‘f\‘paragraph (8).

- for Issue
1302.01 General Review

When an application is apparently ready for
sllowance, it should be reviewed by the Ex-
aminer to make certain that the whole case
meets all formal requirements and particularl
that the brief summary of the invention an
the descriptive matter are confined to the in-
vention to which the allowed claims are di-
rected ard that the language of the claims
finds clear supﬁort or antecedent basis in the
:{nciﬁcation. eglect to give due attention to

ese matters may lead to confusion as to the
scope of the patent. N

equently the invention as originally de-
scribed and claimed was of much greater scope
than that defined in the claims as allowed.
Some or much of the subject matter disclosed
may be entirel{ outside the bounds of the
claims accepted by the applicant. In such case
the Examiner should require the applicant to
modify his brief summary of the invention
and restrict his descriptive matter so as to be
in harmony with the claims. However valu-
able for reference pu s the Examiner may
consider the matter which is extraneous to the
claimed invention, patents should be confined
in their disclosures to the respective inventions
patented. (Rule 71.) Of course enough back-
und should be included to make the inven-
tion clearly understandable. See 608.01(d)
and 608.01(e).

There should be clear support or antecedent
basis in the specification for the terminology
used in the claims. Usually the original claims
follow the nomenclature of the specification;
but sometimes in amending the claims or in
addirhg new claims, ap&licnnt employs terms
that do not appear in the specification. This
may result in uncertainty as to the interpreta-
tion to be given such terms. See 608.01(o).

‘Where a copending application is referred to
in the ification, the Examiner should as-
certain whether it has matured into & patent
or become abandoned and that fact or the pat-
ent number added to the specification.
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1302 Final Review and Preparation




/- quate and nel

The title should also

be as short and specific as: i
factory title is not supplied by the applican

the Examiner may change the title on or after

allowance.: See 606 and 606.01. e

All pencil notes made by the Examiners

must be erased when the case is passed to issue.

1302.01(a) Fee Exempt Application

See 607.01 for checking spgdiﬁca[:ion to
assure presence of proper stipulation by
applicant. e

1302.02 Requirement for Rewritten

.- Specification , o
Whenever interlineations or cancellations
have been made in the specification or amend-
ments which would lead to confusion and mis-
“take, the Examiners should require the entire
rtion of specification affected to be rewritten
E:fore passing the case to issne. See Rule 125
in 608,01(q). s

1302.03 Status Letter of Allowability,

POL~-255

This letter is used whenever an application
under final rejection has been placed in condi-
tion for allowance as a result of a communica-
tion from or an interview with applicant.

The date of the communication or interview
which resulted in the allowance and the name
of the person with whom the interview, if any,
was held should be included in the letter,

Immediately after determining that a POL
255 letter is necessary, the letter should be ef-
fected before preparing the application for
allowance, See 714.13.

1302.04 Examiner’s Amendments and
Changes

Except by formal amendment duly signed or
as hereinafter provided, no corrections, era-
sures, or interlineations may be made in the
body of written portions of the specification
or any other paper filed in the application for
patent. (See Rule 121.) ‘»

Correction of the following obvious errors
and omissions only may be made with pen by
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atis- 4. Disagreement between a reference charsae-
plicant,  ter as thescriptionand,on the draw-

ner of the case who will then inital

; eet margin and assume full responsibili

for the change. When correcting ongmalltg

;g}ed»;pa ers, clean red ink must be used (not
‘l.Mi AR ords‘ ‘:k i ) ,:

- 2. Disagreement of a noun with its verb.

3. Inconsistent “case” of 2 pronoun. .

ing. The character may be corrected in the
description but only when the Examiner is
certain of the propriety of the change.

_ 5. Entry of “now Patent No. ...." to iden-
tify a patent which has been granted on a
U.S. application referred to by Serial No. in
* the specification. s

6. Other obvious minor mmatical errors
such as misplaced or omitted commas, improper
parentheses, quotation marks, ete,

7. Obvious informalities in the application,
other than the ones noted above, or of purely
grammatical nature.

e fact that spplicant is entitled under 35
U.S.C. 120 to an earlier U.S. effective filing
date is sometimes overlooked. To minimize
this ibility, the statement that, “This is a

3 d}vimon (continuation, continuation-in-part’)
0 !

lication Serial No. _..._ yfiled . ______.

- should appear as the first sentence after the ab-

- stract exces]ﬁt in the case of design apﬂlications

where it should appear as set forth in Sec.
1503.01. Any such statements ?ggaring else-
where in the specification shoul relocated.
(The clerk indicates the change for the printer
in the appropriate margin and applicant is
notified of the change by an Examiner’s

Amendment.)
Other obvious informalities in the applica-

tion may be corrected by the Examiner, but
such corrections must be in the form of an
amendment, approved and signed by the Pri-
mary Examiner, placed in the file, and made
a part of the record. A copy of the amend-
ment is sent to the applicant. The changes
specified in the amendment are entered by the
clerk in the regular way.

The amendment or cancellation of claims by
Examiner’s Amendment is permitted when
passing an application to issue where these
changes have been authorized by applicant (or
his representative) in a telephone or personal
interview. The Examiner’s Amendment should
include a statement indicating that the changes
were authorized, the date and type (personal
or telephone) of interview, and with whom it

was had.
A change in the abstract may be made by

Examiner’s Amendment.




: appl
; cept for a shght defect in the drawing not
A , ~ involving change in structure, the Examiner
; Patzn . will note in pencil on the drawing the addition
Refemnces cxted a8 bemg of interest by, €X-  or alteration to be made. He will also prepare
_sminers when passing an application to issue ., Eyaminer's Amendment indicating the

will not be supplied to applicant. The refer- 4o de and send d h
~ences will be cited as usual on form PO-892,a nges made and send the drawing to the
copy of which will be attached to Exammei' g  Draftsman for the required correction.
Amendment ormPOL-B'(  See also 5608.02(w).
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