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Moreover, additional official expenses, such as issue fees and maintenance fees, are
completely ignored by the IRFA. In addition, administrative expenses related to the need to
coordinate multiple filings spawned by a single parent filing, must also be considered.

BIOCOM believes that the disproportionate added burdens of the proposed rules on life
science companies will dramatically reduce the ability of smaller companies (who make up the
majority of BIOCOM’s membership) to file and successfully prosecute patent applications of fair
and reasonable scope to allowance and grant. Moreover, the additional costs imposed on those who
must resort to filing multiple patent applications in order to obtain patent coverage of a scope
commensurate with their contribution to the art disproportionately effects the patent portfolios of
smaller companies, with the potential to significantly reduce the ability of BIOCOM members to
obtain patent protection of the scope necessary to facilitate raising the capital necessary to pursue
their goals.

BIOCOM appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes and to suggest
alternative approaches to addressing USPTO concerns. BIOCOM welcomes the opportunity to
work with the USPTO to develop a fair set of rules regarding the use of alternative claim language
that address USPTO concerns without unduly increasing the costs and risks inherent in the exercise
of obtaining patents.

Respectfully submitted,
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