From: Frampton E Ellis [mailto:framptonellis@anatomicresearch.com]

Sent: Wednesday, May 03, 2006 7:44 PM

To: AB93Comments

Cc: Frampton E Ellis

Subject: RE: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Entitled "Changes to Practice for Continuing
Applications, Requests for Continued Examination Practice, and Applications Containing
Patentably Indistinct Claims"” 71 Fed. Reg. 48-61

VIA E-MAIL TO AB93Comments@uspto.gov

Robert W. Bahr
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

RE:

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Entitled "Changes to Practice for Continuing
Applications, Requests for Continued Examination Practice, and Applications
Containing Patentably Indistinct Claims"” 71 Fed. Reg. 48-61

Dear Sir,
Attached are the comments of Anatomic Research, Inc. regarding the subject proposed rulemaking.

Frampton Ellis

Anatomic Research, Inc.

Local Address:

2895 South Abingdon Street

Suite 2B

Arlington, VA 22206-1331

Tel: (703) 931-6111

Fax: (703) 931-1116

E-mail: framptonellis@anatomicresearch.com
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for processing patent applications in a patent system having a fixed patent
term extending from an effective filing date of a patent application, said method comprising the
steps of:

accepting a patent application from a patent applicant for filing,

assigning the effective ﬁiing date to the accepted patent application,

deferring examination of the patent application until a request for examination is made
by the patent applicant, and

initiation of examination of the patent application responsive to the patent applicant’s
request for examination,

wherein the patent applicant may elect to defer examination of the patent application for

substantially the entire fixed patent term.

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein conducting a prior art search is a step in the

examination of the patent application which may be deferred by the patent applicant.

3. A method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the prior art search and the substantive
examination of the patent application may be initiated independently of one another at the

discretion of the patent applicant.

4. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising the steps of:
fixing a publication term within which the patent application should be published,
publishing the patent application at the request of the patent applicant at any time during
the fixed patent term, and
reducing one or more rights conferred by a patent granted on the patent application if the

patent applicant elects to cause publication of the patent application outside the fixed

publication term.

5. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising the step of:
examining the patent application,

wherein in said examining step, one or more steps to carry out the examination step is
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conducted within a shortened period upon a request and payment of a fee by the applicant, said
shortened period being shorter than a period for carrying out a comparable step in the

examination process without such a request and fee payment.

6. A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein conducting a prior art search is a step in the
examination of the patent application which may be conducted within a shortened period upon a

request and payment of a fee by the applicant.

7. A method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising the step of:

examining the patent application,

wherein in said examining step, one or more steps to carry out the examination step may
be carried out in a special manner involving the provision of additional service at the discretion

of the patent applicant upon the making of a request and the payment of a fee.

8. A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein conducting a prior art search is a step in the
examination of the patent application which may be carried out in a special manner involving

the provision of additional service upon a request and payment of a fee by the applicant.

9. A method for processing patent applications in a patent system having a fixed patent
term extending from an effective filing date of a patent application, said method comprising the
steps of:

accepting a patent application from a patent applicant for filing,

assigning the effective filing date to the accepted patent application, and

examining the patent application,

wherein in said examining step, one or more steps to carry out the examination step is
conducted within a shortened period upon a request and payment of a fee by the applicant, said
shortened period being shorter than a period for carrying out a comparable step in the

examination process without such a request and fee payment.

10. A method as claimed in claim 9, wherein conducting a prior art search is a step in the

examination of the patent application which may be conducted within a shortened period upon a
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request and payment of a fee by the applicant.

11. A method as claimed in claim 10, further comprising the steps of:

fixing a publication term within which the patent application should be published,

publishing the patent application at the request of the patent applicant at any time during
the fixed patent term, and

reducing one or more rights conferred by a patent granted on the patent application if the
patent applicant elects to cause publication of the patent application outside the fixed

publication term.

12.. A method for processing patent applications in a patent system having a fixed patent
term extending from an effective filing date of a patent application, said method comprising the
steps of:

accepting a patent application from a patent applicant for filing,

assigning the effective filing date to the accepted patent application,

fixing a publication term within which the patent application should be published,

publishing the patent application at the request of the patent applicant at any time during
the fixed patent term, and

reducing one or more rights conferred by a patent granted on the patent application if the
patent applicant elects to cause publication of the patent application outside the fixed

publication term.

13. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the fixed patent term is reduced if the patent

applicant elects to cause publication of the patent application outside the fixed publication term.

14. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the published patent application cannot be
used against other patent applications of the patent applicant for a fixed time period after
publication if the patent applicant elects to publish the patent application with the fixed

publication term.

15. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the patent application cannot be used against
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a patent application of a third party having a later effective filing date than the assigned effective
filing date of the patent application if the patent applicant elects not to publish the patent

application within a fixed time period.

16. A method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the fixed time period comprises the fixed

publication term and another later fixed time period.

17. A method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the third party patent application having a
later effective filing date than the patent application can be used to reject the patent application
during examination if the patent applicant elected not to publish the patent application within

the fixed publication term or within the later fixed time period.

18. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein if the patent applicant does not elect to have
the patent application published within the fixed publication term, the patent application 1s

deemed abandoned.
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