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not be a basis for a later allegation of inequitable conduct. We believe that such a framework
would assist the examiner and not expose the applicant to allegations of improper conduct.

In sum, we submit that adoption of the proposed rules without significant inequitable conduct
reform would do damage to the patent system and we propose alternatives that would achieve
much of the goals of the Office. Thank you in advance for your consideration of our comments
and suggestions.

Respectfully submitted,

Stuart L. Watt



