TH S OPI NI ON WAS NOT_WRI TTEN FOR PUBLI CATI ON

The opinion in support of the decision entered today (1) was not witten for publication
inalawjournal and (2) is not binding precedent of the Board.
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ON BRI EF

Bef ore McKELVEY, Senior Adm nistrative Patent Judge,
SCHAFER and LEE, Administrative Patent Judges.

LEE, Admi nistrative Patent Judge.

DECI SI ON ON APPEAL

This is a decision on appeal under 35 U.S.C. § 134 from
the examner’'s rejection of clains 2-12. Cdaim1 has been
cancel ed. No claimhas been all owed.

Ref erences relied on by the Exaniner

Kugi m ya JP 56- 22207 May 15, 1981
Wat anabe 4,285, 894 Aug. 25, 1981
Mat suzawa 4,841, 400 Jun. 20,
1989

Application for patent filed June 16, 1995.
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The Rejection on Appeal

Clains 2, 11 and 12 stand finally rejected under 35
U S.C. 8 102(b) as being anticipated by Kugi m ya.

Clains 3-6 stand finally rejected under 35 U S.C. § 103
as bei ng unpatent abl e over Kugi m ya.

Clainms 7-10 stand finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103
as bei ng unpatent abl e over Kugi m ya, Watanabe, and Mat suzawa.

The | nvention

The invention is directed to a magnetic head for
recordi ng, erasing, and/or reading information froma magnetic
carrier. The two independent clains, clains 11 and 12, are
reproduced bel ow.

11. A magnetic head conprising at |east one
core portion of polycrystalline MiZn ferroferrite
material, said material having an average grain size
rangi ng between 0.2 and 3.0 mcroneters in order to
substantially reduce output noi se signals.

12. A magnetic head conprising at |east one
core portion of polycrystalline MhzZn ferroferrite
material, said material having an average grain size
rangi ng between 0.2 and 3.0 mcroneters so that the
rubbi ng noise level is less than the electronic
noi se | evel

Qpi ni on
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A reversal of the exam ner’s rejection(s) should not be
construed as an affirmative indication that the appellants’
clainms are patentable over prior art. W address only the
positions and rationale as set forth by the exam ner and on
whi ch the exam ner’s rejection of the clains on appeal is
based.

The anticipation rejection of clains 2, 11 and 12 is
based on the exam ner’s erroneous view that prior art
di scl osing a broad range whi ch enconpasses a narrower range
clainmed by the appellants anticipates the appellants’ clains.
Prior art disclosing an average grain size |less than or equal
to 15 mcroneters does not anticipate the clainmed average
grain size in the range from0.2 to 3.0 mcroneters or from
0.5to 2.0 mcroneters. Accordingly, the rejection of clains
2, 11 and 12 as being anticipated by Kugi mya cannot be
sust ai ned.

The exam ner’s obvi ousness rejections of dependent clains
3-6 and 7-10 are prem sed and dependent on the anticipation
rejection of independent clains 11 and 12. The defi ciencies

of Kugimya is not nade up by the exam ner’s application of
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and on Wt anabe and Matsuzawa. Accordingly, the obviousness
rejections of clains 3-6 and 7-10 al so cannot be sustai ned.

Concl usi on

The rejection of clains 2, 11 and 12 under 35 U S. C
8§ 102(b) as being anticipated by Kugimya is reversed.

The rejection of clainms 3-6 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as
bei ng unpatent abl e over Kugimya is reversed.

The rejection of clainms 7-10 under 35 U . S.C. 8§ 103 as
bei ng unpat ent abl e over Kugi m ya, Watanabe, and Matsuzawa is

reversed

REVERSED

FRED E. McKELVEY, Seni or )
Adm ni strative Patent Judge )

)

)

)

)

) BOARD OF PATENT
Rl CHARD E. SCHAFER ) APPEALS AND
Adm ni strative Patent Judge ) | NTERFERENCES
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JAMESON LEE
Adm ni strative Patent Judge

Phi |l i ps Corporation

Pat ent Depart nment

580 White Pl ains Road
Tarrytown, New York 10591
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