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This is a decision on the request for reconsideration, filed June 12,2006, of a petition under 37
C.F.R. 1.378(b) to accept an unavoidably delayed payment of a maintenance fee in an expired
patent.

The petition is DENIED.

BACKGROUND

Patent No. 5,700,654 issued December 23, 1997. The first (3~ year) maintenance fee was due
December 23,2001, and could have been paid from December 23,2000 through June 23,2001,
or with a surcharge during the period from June 24, 2001 through December 23,2001.
Accordingly, the patent expired at midnight December 23,2001, for failure to timely submit the
first maintenance fee.

Eric H. Kuhrts, President and CEO of Lipoprotein Technologies, Inc., filed a petition to accept
an unintentionally delayed payment of the maintenance fee under 37 C.F.R. 1.378(c)on
September 13,2004. The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) responded on January 19,
2005 by requiring further information since the petition was not properly signed. Mr. Kuhrts
responded by facsimile on February 16, 2005 by providing statements under 37 C.F.R. 3.73(b).
The petition filed September 13,2004 was then dismissed on March 30, 2005 as not being filed
within twenty four months after the six month grace period specified in 35 V.S.C. 41(b), as
required by 37 C.F.R. 1.378(c). In this decision, Mr. Kuhrts was informed that a petition to
accept an unavoidably delayed payment of the maintenance fee under 37 C.F.R. 1.378(b) may
still be filed in an attempt to reinstate the patent.




