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Good morning, and welcome to our celebration. 

We’re here today to issue the 6 millionth United States patent and, in so doing, to celebrate the critical role of the inventive process and intellectual property in our Nation’s economy.  In marking this occasion, we also pay a special tribute to something a little more personal -- that quintessential American spirit that drives us to challenge the scientific and intellectual status quo.  The spirit of innovation. 

Before I go any further, though, I first want to recognize some of the distinguished guests who have joined us for this occasion.

We are very pleased to have here on the stage our Secretary of Commerce, William Daley, as well as Alan Kessler, President of Palm Computing and a Senior Vice President of 3Com Corporation.  Joining Mr. Kessler are really today’s two star attractions: our inventors, Jeffrey Hawkins and Michael Albanese.  

In the audience, we’re also pleased to be joined by David Beier, Chief Domestic Policy Counsel for Vice President Gore; John Young, the former President and CEO of Hewlett-Packard; former PTO Commissioners Mossinghoff and Manbeck; Judge Wilson Cowan, of the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit; and Richard Ellis, the examiner of this historic patent. 
And let me also thank Stacy Hoffman, a PTO employee for 18 years, for his beautiful rendition of our national anthem.
*

*

*

Right now, in classrooms, laboratories, and at work benches across America, something extraordinary is happening.  It’s a very simple thing, in many respects, and yet it has profound implications for the development of our economy and, indeed, the quality of our lives.

What I’m talking about, of course, is invention.  Ideas that start out as just a dream, but that go on to become innovative creations -- creations that can spark the birth of entire new industries.

Our Founding Fathers, in their wisdom, insisted on including in the Constitution the express intellectual property protections of Article 1, Section 8.  They are seemingly simple words – “to promote the progress of science and the useful arts by securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries.” Yet they have done more to shape our Nation’s economic growth than almost any other provision in the Constitution.

Of course, the patent system that has evolved from this directive can often be perceived as technical and arcane.  But what it all boils down to is what our 16th President, Abraham Lincoln – a patent holder himself – noted many years ago: it “adds the fuel of interest to the spark of genius." This quote, in fact, is found on the front of the building we’re in right now.

That fuel of interest, and that spark of genius, have been enormously effective.  The United States is currently enjoying the longest peacetime economic expansion in history -- and in February it will become the longest economic expansion ever.  It’s an expansion credited in large part to enhanced competition generated by new technologies.  

Industries that produce and manage "knowledge" have replaced capital and machinery-intensive industries as the primary source of U.S. economic growth.  In fact, as Vice President Gore has noted, innovation has accounted for half of our economic growth in recent years, “fueling our new economy and building a stronger, healthier, and more productive future for our children."

We can take pride in the fact that our intellectual property system is widely credited as the most effective in the world.  In fact, our trading partners in Europe and Japan are proposing changes in their patent systems to track more closely our system's strong protection for emerging technologies, including biotechnology and Internet-related inventions.  They recognize that strong intellectual property protection is critical to a  robust economy.

Three weeks from today, we’ll be bidding a final farewell to the 20th century.  It’s been a period of unprecedented invention and innovation.  Technologies that were unknown to us in 1900 are now commonplace and routine.  Aeronautics, computers, polymers, biotechnology and the Internet are just some that come to mind.  By some estimates, half of the store of human knowledge has been produced in just the last fifty years.

As an indication of the scope of our technological innovation in this century, consider that the one millionth patent was issued back in 1911 for inventing a new tire for the automobile – a new and booming technology at the turn of the century.  Today, we award the 6 millionth patent for a commercialized software method -- HotSync Technology -- that is helping revolutionize hand-held computing and the mobility of information management.  It is an excellent representative of the direction of technology at the close of this century.

Incidentally, I don’t know how many of you in the audience own a new Palm organizer, but it’s at the top of my Christmas wish list the year.

The United States’ technological prowess and high standard of living all stem from the creativity, determination, and entrepreneurial drive of inventors like Jeffrey Hawkins and Michael Albanese.  America's inventors and businesses, like 3 Com, have played a crucial role in making our nation envied throughout the world.  They are truly an invaluable national resource, and we are honored to have them here today.

*

*

*

Now, let me introduce our next speaker.  

I have to be honest, this is one of the aspects of my job that I like the most, because it’s a real honor to work for Secretary Daley.

William Daley was appointed by President Clinton to head the Commerce Department in January 1997.  Prior to taking the helm here at Commerce, he served this Administration as Special Counsel to the President in charge of passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

Secretary Daley oversees 40,000 employees and a $5 billion annual budget in one of the government's most far-reaching departments.  As a key member of the President's economic team, he has presided over virtually unprecedented economic expansion.  His key priorities as Secretary have included promoting American exports, advancing electronic commerce, and strengthening protection of U.S. patented and copyrighted works abroad.  

Early on, he was one of the first in government to recognize the potential of the Internet and electronic commerce.  Among other achievements, he has helped protect copyrighted works in the digital environment by securing Senate ratification of two key World Intellectual Property Organization treaties: The WIPO Copyright Treaty and The WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty.  His personal commitment to these agreements has been absolutely instrumental to their adoption.

As the last Secretary of Commerce of the 20th century, he can take great pride in the strength of our nation’s digital economy and the opportunities it provides to all Americans.  And so, it is a great pleasure to give to you a tireless advocate for our Nation’s intellectual property system -- and a distinguished public servant -- the Secretary of Commerce, William M. Daley.
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*

*

It’s now my pleasure to turn the podium over to Alan Kessler, the President of Palm Computing and a Senior Vice President of 3Com Corporation.

*

*

*

CLOSING REMARKS

Exactly one hundred years ago, PTO Commissioner Charles Duell noted that the United States’ "future progress and prosperity depend on our ability to equal, if not surpass, other nations in the enlargement and advance of science, industry and commerce.  To invention we must turn as one of the most powerful aids to the accomplishment of such a result." 

Needless to say, Commissioner Duell's remarks were quite prescient.  The six millionth patent is a superb testament to what our patent system is all about – and the increasing value of electronic commerce and intellectual property in our economy.  

Like my predecessor a century ago, I’m often asked for predictions about the future of technology.  I wish I knew the answer to that question, but I do know this.  Whatever technology comes along -- the Patent and Trademark Office and the Commerce Department will be ready, with the resources and proven know-how, to ensure that innovative creations become enduring global industries.  Thanks to individuals like Jeffrey Hawkins and Michael Albanese, I’m very confident that the United States’ will continue to enjoy the fruits of our economic and technological prowess.

Thank you all very much.  The concludes our ceremony.  I wish you all a very Happy Holiday Season.  Please join us now in the Department lobby for a reception honoring our inventors and the six millionth patent. 

