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Dear Secretary Bryson:

I strongly support the placement of a régiona] office of the United States Patent and Trademark

Office (USPTO) in Sacramento, California.

The Sacramento metropolitan area is an affordable and central location, home to the University
of California, Davis with its research expertise and forward-looking Graduate School of
Management; state government agencies; and a growing number of technology firms. With a
newly expanded international airport, Sacramento is easily reached from our most innovative
areas of the West Coast including, Silicon Valley, the San Francisco Bay Area, San Diego and

Seattle.

Because Northern California is home to some of the most significant generators of intellectual
property in the nation, I believe access to a USPTO office in Sacramento will allow patent and
trademark seekers with cutting edge innovations to spur economic development in a region that
is severely challengéd with the loss of public sector jobs. A regional USPTO will generate
valuable knowledge-based job opportunities, encourage creation of associated high-skilled jobs
and help address the critical unemployment challenges that linger in the region despite the

o . .. .goonomic recovery. underway.elsewhere. ..
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For these reasons I am pleased to support this effort and look forward to the benefits that such a
regional office will bring to the USPTO, to innovators across the western United States, and to

the Sacramento area.
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MIKE THOMPSONW

Member of Congress
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