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Business Methods Quality Specialists 

The mission of the quality specialist is to ensure that USPTO wide 
quality initiatives are successfully administered and the quality 
needs of work groups and art units are met by providing support to 
examiners, supervisors and support staff. 
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Data Update: Top Assignees for Patent 
Grants in Class 705 (USPC) 
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   Data Update: Filing Trends in Business 
Methods 
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Data Update: Business Methods RCE 
Inventory Progress FY2017 
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Data Update: Examiner Growth/Patent 
Grants 

• Data on this chart represents Examiner counts at the end of a fiscal year and does not 
include Examiners currently in the Patent Training Academy 
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Data Update: Business Methods 
Allowance Rates 

BUSINESS METHODS AL  LOWANCE RATE 

• Includes  RCE  Disposals 
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Data Update: Business Methods 
Pendency in Class 705 (USPC) 
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Business Methods Initiatives
 

Stakeholder out reach 
•	 We continue to emphasize being 

proactive, collaborating with 
applicants, and promoting compact 
prosecution 

•	 Continued emphasis on good 
interview practice and on formulating 
clear and specific rejections 

•	 Bi-Annual Partnership Meetings 
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Business Methods Initiatives
 

Manager Collaboration 
•	 Manager biweekly open forum workgroup 


discussions
 

•	 Manager continued education, i.e. offsite meetings, 
refresher training 

•	 Focus Groups / surveys in order to gather input on 
effectiveness and efficiency of duties. 
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Business Methods Initiatives
 

Identifying Statutory Subject Matter 

• Looking at the Specification 

• Quality Enhancement Discussions 

• Bank of Hours 
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Business Methods Initiatives 

Training 

•	 Modules are provided to the art units as needed 

•	 Resources are used to discuss emerging case law 
with regards to eligibility 

•	 Training is provided to all Examiners and SPEs 
including discussions with the Office of Patent 
Legal Administration 
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Patent Examiner Technical 

Training Program (PETTP)
 

Business Methods has hosted various large and small 
technology leaders across diverse industry sectors. Recently: 
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Patent Examiner Technical 

Training Program (PETTP)
 

Interested participants should contact the USPTO and 
identify their area of expertise by filling out the online form 
available at: 

•	 https://www.uspto.gov/PatentExaminerTechTraining, or 

•	 By sending an email to
 

Examiner_Technical_Training@uspto.gov.
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Class 705 (USPC) Allowance 
Template Refresher 

• Reasons for Allowance 

• Search Areas 

• Search Query 

• Reference Citations 
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Business Methods on the Web:
  
uspto.gov/businessmethods
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Tips to Help Expedite Prosecution 

•	 Interviews - look for opportunities to identify 
allowable subject matter 

•	 Avoid overly broad claims and a reluctance to narrow 
the claim language 

•	 Be aware that “testing the market” by filing multiple 
RCEs significantly slows prosecution 

•	 Submit a manageable number of claims 
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Tips to Help Expedite Prosecution
 

•	 Make sure claims, drawings, and specification are 
clear and complete 

•	 Consider the search and prior art applied in your 
foreign application when you file or amend your 
U.S. application 

•	 Provide all pertinent arguments early in 
prosecution 
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Questions?
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